
173^

:fied

UNITED STATES NAVY

WAR DIARY
OF

ADMIRAL, BLACK SEA

1 SEPTEMBER, 1943-30 SEPTEMBER, 1943

PG NUMBERS 31539-31540

TO

.ED

nrrfiiBjftriiTi a i

CLASS
ROOM lf-16, MAHA21 HALL

NAVAL WARCOlEIgT
•CLASSIFIED LIBRARY

P'<VfVID





/--A - . 1.-.-L

OF

:. '
T

..::L, BWJK 3KI

1-30 3c;-.tar^ci- 1943

PG Kunbers 31539 - 31540

1055

] re <;:.: ;.i
T
j





J

Editorial Note:

The translation of this German War Jiary

waa made in London, England, under the guidance of

Commander S, R. Sanders, USi:R, T./hen his London Office

waa closed and the translation project was discontinued,

much unfinished material v/as sent to Naval History Di-

vision, (OP-29).

Because the dissemination of the data con-

tained in these documents is important, the translations

.and stencils have not been checked for accuracy of in-

terpretation, phraseologyj and spelling cf officers' names

or geographical names. Distribution under these conditions

seems justified because of the excellent reputation of the

London personnel and because translators are not available

in Naval History "'vision, Research to correct possible

inconsistencies did not warrant the time involved.
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Office of 'be Chief of Naval Operations
Nav 1 hlistory Division

shington 25, D. C,





CONFIDENTIAL

Dli'uH

OF

iiuj,. el:.cx si.

1-15 September 1%3

cc :.

:t ;

i:.ti..l

security iivFora-^TioN





CONFIDENTIAL

1 September 1943

Simferopol Snemy Situation:

At 0520 the observation post of Naval Port Commander, Novorossisk
sighted 5 gunboats putting out from Ghelenjik. Some 5 miles from
the beachhead^ the boats tacked about and dropped depth charges,
.'it about 0615 -they disappeared on a southerly course. At 0530
4 tugs with 8 lighters of 150 - 200 tons, 2 gunboats and 1 patrol
vessel were sighted at sea and they put in to Ghelenjik at 0635.
At 0945 3 gunboats' put in to Ghelenjik from the south. At 1000

4 gunboats put out, course southwest, and at 1105 2 gunboats put
in again. At 1455 4 motor Minesweepers were observed proceeding
from the southeast in T-fcmation. They probably dropped depth
charges (more than 50 explosions were observed). They put in at

1745.

From 0427 to 0539, air reconnaissance detected no shipping traffic
in the Ghclenjik-Korch area as far as 40 miles out to sea. Air
reconnaissance flown in the forenoon also detected no shipping.
Nothing particular was detected in Ghelenjik. At 0645 off the
Turkish coast in bhe Zonguldak area, there were 11 freighters,
including 6 of more than 3,000 tons, course westj at 0710

7 freighters in Eregli roads, including 6 of more than 3,000
tonsj at 0300 1 freighter' of 3,000 tons was observed 20 miles
northeast of the Bosporus, course oast. Photographic reconnais-
sance of Ghelenjik revealed at 1450: 7 coastal vessels totaling
2,000 tons, 11 li.T.E.s, 4 large motor minesweepers, 3 small motor
minesweepers, 22 troop landing boats (?) 14 meters long, 17 troop
landing boats (?) 11 meters long, and 40 boats. At about I63O
a report was received to the effect that a reconnaissance group of

fighters observed 4 torpedo boats and a convoy of 1 large freighter
and 2 tankers escorted by 2 destroyers putting out from Ghelenjik
and then between Ghelenjik and Novorossisk, However, special air
reconnaissance was flown and no vessels were sighted.

Inexperienced in sea reconnaissance, the fighters were probably
misled by small vessels whose size they rossly overestimated.
*'.s air reconnaissance in this area was exhaustive during the day,
this report was doubted from bhe very beginning, 2 motor mine-
sweepers were sighted in the Sea of Azov in the TiAisk area, 15
motor gunboats \ "ere detected in the Yeisk area and 2 in Primorsko
Akhtari. No large vessels were at sea according to radio in-
ference. Slight activity of siaall vessels off the Hast least.
The disposition of submarines in the operational area was unchanged.

At the Kuban bridgehead the enemy advanced with stronger forces up
to regiment strength. It was learned from the southern front that
according to an Army report, bhe frontline will bo temporarily
withdrawn ".3 far is Dudjenovka,

Own Situation:

The following details were reported on the torpedoing of steamer
THISBE on 30 Aug.1 At 1312 the escort met TKISBE near point
Bucharest. From 1750 to 1320 each destroyer dropped 4 depth
charges east and west :A' the rendezvous point to deter the enemy.
Previously, anti-submarine operations had been carried out by
2 aruTed fishing vessels and 2 motor minesweepers.
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CONFIDENTIAL

1 September 1943

Simferopol at 0930:

Weather forecast for Eupatoria to i'.ovorossisk: variable winds,

mainly southeast to south, force 3 - k> at night force 3-2,
cloud/, visibility 15 miles. Sea of Azov: easterly winds, force
2-3, cloudy, visibility 15 miles,

3 boats of 1st E-Boat Flotilla were ordered to lay a meteorological
buoy in 43° 55 x N, 36° 20' E during the night of 1/2 Sep. The
boats are to put out from Ivan Baba at 1930, setting a direct
course for the prescribed position. After carrying out the task,
the boats should commence return passage in reconnaissance line
to roach Ivan Baba at about 0400. Anti-submarine operations are
forbidden because one of our U-boats will presumably return from
the Caucasus coast to Theodosia on the night of l/2 September.

Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine was directed to arrange transpor-
tation of wounded men by naval ferry barges (hospital) from
Mariupol to Berdyansk effective from 2 Sep. The first transport
should put out from Mariupol at 1900 on 1 Sep. and then every
other day. Return passage on the following night in each case.

Escort will be provided by 2 naval landing craft (guns), 2 nival
landing craft (guns) and 1 nav.l ferry barge (hospital) have been
subordinated to Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine for this task.

The follo\^.ng operation was ordered in the patrol line in the
Gulf of Taganrog on the night of l/2 Sep,

:

1, The 1st* operational group of naval ferry barges, comprising
4 boats, should operate in pairs in the patrol line east of

Mariupol between 37° 45' E and 38° 00' E, Distance from the
coast some 3 miles. The boats should put out at 1830 and com-
mence return passage to Mariupol at 0300.

2, The 3rd' operational group of naval ferry barges, comprising
4 boats, should occupy the patrol line in pairs along the

coast between Mariupol-Port and Kossa byelosaraika. Distance
from the coast some 2 miles* The group should put out from
Mariupol at 1900 and commence return passage to Mariupol at

0330.

3, 3 naval landing craft (guns) of 3rd Gun Carrier Flotilla
should occupy the patrol, line between 37° 50 ' E and 38° 00' E
on 46° 55' N, The naval ferry barges should stand un and off
at slow speed in 7ae patrol line. The group should put out
from Mariupol at 1800 to reach the patrol line at about 2100.
Return passage to Mariupol should be commenced at 0230 at
maximum speed.

Task of naval ferry barge .groups : to prevent enemy landings on
our coast and to destroy all vessels approaching the coast for
landing operations or bombardment. The group of naval landing
craft (guns) should attack from their patrol line all enemy forces
which they meet or which are reported.

CCI.TIDK.TIAL
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CQNFIC'SKTL'X

1 September 1943

liineswccpin ,-
; Activity: ,

The enemy danger ares southeast of Byelosaraika vr.s checked with-
out result.

Leswe ping on the Danube and in Kerch Strait brought no results.
While continuing minesweeping off Sevastopol, the Crimea group
swept a mine in 44* 41,5' N, 33° 12.5' E.

No mines were swept in Kerch Strait or in the Danube,

Supply Traffic:

a) Kerch Strait: As scheduled.

b) Anapa convoys:

At 1730 convoy No, 17$ put cut from Kerch with 7 naval fjrry
barges and anti-mJne escort.

c) Kerch-Temriuk convoys:

At 1200 convoy Mo, 72 put in tc iVmriuk with 2 naval ferry
barges, 1 tug and 1 lighter.

d) Genichesk-T<mriuk: No convoys ran owing to lack of cargo.

e) 5a -f Azov: For special convoy, sue above.

f) Crimea convoys and convoys in the western Black Sea ran as

sci .:.drled,

(Signed) Kj.eseritzky

2 September 1943

Simferopol Enemy Sio : urn on:

The observation post of Naval Port Ci rcaander, Kovorossj.sk reported:
At 2130 on 1 Sep,, 1 vessel off lending area A and 3 vessels off
landing area B were attacked by artillery. At 0700 1 gunboat and
2 patrol vessels put in to Ghelenjik, At CSOO. 1 .gunboat put out
from Ghelenjik, course southwest. At 1535 2 m.T.B.s put in to
Ghelenjik from the southeast.

Daylight air reconnaissance sighted nothing in the Black Sea,
Lively freighter traffic off the Turkish coast. A convoy of costal
vessels -mad small armed vessels was intercepted on passage to
Ghelenjik in bhe area south of Ghelenjik,

According to aerial photographs, the number of enemy ships in
Ghelenjik had increased by 3 coastal vessels, 7 motor minesweepers
and a number of beats since yesterday. The other ports on the
Caucasus coast were not reconnoitered on account of the weather.

_
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CONFIDENTIAL

2 September 1943

6th Army Headquarters was informed that coastal dcfer.se of the
north coast of Taganrog Bay has been ensured by suitable vessels.

have iromised ibunt of sea transportation requested by 6th

Array Headquarters, i.e.'-1
. daily performance of 500 tons for the

evacuation of Mariupol to Berdyansk. The Army has to provide

troops and facilities for loading and unloading. It 3 ointed
out that loading faciliti6s in Berdyansk must be improved. ral

Shore Commander, Ukraine was made responsible for the execution
of this transportation.

All competent authorities were informed that the concentration of

transport and escort vessels for this requested sea transportation
would require immediate reinforcement of anti-aircraft guns in
Berdyansk,

Commander, 3rd Gun Carrier Flotilla was directed to carry out the
ordered minelaying operation (see War Diary of 23 Aug.) on the

night of 2/3 Sep. In vie'; of the changed situation, he was
ordered to lay who mines some 12 miles further west. The Air
Forces was asked to provide fighter escort for return passage from
0400, but 4th Air Corps refused the request as impossible at
present.

Nevertheless, I decided to carry out che operation. I ordered
the 3rd operational group of naval ferry barges to pick up the
minelaying formation on the following morning at ..awn when leaving
their patrol line as reinforcement a ainst aircraft. (?)

4 naval ferry barges of the 3rd operational group were ordered to
occupy the patrol line east of Mariupol in pairs en the night of

2/3 3e .

3 naval ferry barges of the 5th operational .--roup will be available
to carry out the transportation assignment in connection with
the evacuation of Mariupol.

At 1&30 2 naval ]/ * craft (guns).'l naval ferry bar ye

(hospital), 2 motor minesweepers (iiM), 1 tug and lighter put out
from Berdyansk for Mariupol. The convoy •turned about owing to the
weather and put in to Mariupol again at 2020 (wind south to south-
east, force 5-6),

At 1655 the minelaying formation nut out from Mariupol for the
operation with 3 naval landing craft (gams) and motor minesweepers
R 30, RA 54 and tA 56.

At 1930 5 naval ferry barges and 4 combined operations boats put
out from Temriuk on

]
atrol duty, 3 naval ferry barges were lying

at readiness in the roads,

U-Boat Situation;

Italian midget sul r s CB 6 repor at she was c - ional,
but her ttion ws postponed on account of the weather,
1115 U 23 put in to The losia to replenish. Important details
from the report of her commander; The patrol vessel which was
sunk on 24 ^ug, was set on fire in close combat with hand grenades

I machine-guns at times U 23 lay alongside her.

_ _ ATi:j .
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j FIDEMTIAL

3 ber 1943

Simferopol Anemy Situation:

During the night of 2/3 ^cp t) the observation pos: of Naval Port

Commander, Aovorossisk did not sight anything owing to the b:

weather.' At '0900 1 large soa-going tug, 4 gunboats and 1 patrol
vessel put in to Ghelenjik from the southeast and at 1000 1 gun-

boat put out from Ghelenjik to the southwest.

air roconr-aLssanco results were reported.

large vesseis wore detected at sea according to radio infe-
rence. Slight activity of spall vessels, mostly in the north-
eastern Black Sea. 1 submarine was detected in the northwestern
Black Sea. Radio observation was greatly impaired by strong
thundery disturbances . No important report was received from the

An y fronts.

Own Situation:

At 0430 the coastal itf jr.s^ forces -out in to Peiuriuk, Nothing to

report. All the nival ferry bar : loyed remained An the
roads. At 0618 motor mineswee] er A 30, the leading boat of the
minelaying for ation, reported th rat; n was carried out

and that the forraatj ">n was ' roceeding 7 miles southeast of Krivaya
Kossa. Owing- to the bad weather, 1 nr.val landing craft (guns)

sprang a leak, shipped water at the bow and had to be towed off
by the stern. The for / tion requested ter escort.

At 0645 A 30 reported that the 4 naval ferry barges from the
patrol line had joined the for a west of Krivaya Kossa.

At 0723 another report was r^cirivod, stating that for some time
planes had been circling around the formation, apparently shadowing
it.

At 0AV+2 the formation roeuested fighter escort immediately.

At 0851 they reported bomb, id continuous .tow-level
attacks. R 30 was towj ig 1 naval ] craft (ggms).

A,cccr iing to 0' is report >ne 1

' to assume that the formation was
expose;! to concentrated enemy air raids. Verbal requests w re ade
at 4th Air ?orc^ but they repeat at no fighter escort could be
provided on account ox bhe situation on their own coast.

At C909 motor iniviesv;j...per A 30 reported ihat attempts to tow off
sraft (guns) were ; ?st :nod because the hawsers

kept breaking. ;hter escort was again urgently reeuested.

jn this report was received at 1045, Naval Shore Commander,
Ukraine was ordered by telephone to dispatch 2 tugs with good
hawsers escorted by 3 naval ferry barges to ^.ssist the formation.

Naval Shore a, Ukraine reported b tat the van jf the for-
mation was already in sight but was making no huadwa3?- because of
the weather. Details cou?_d not yet be made sut.

.'
_ :a:daatl.
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Sin ?1 at 0930

:

r forecast for koria: 1 northwest, .force 5, thundery

squalls, via ' iy 20 miles.

Lta to Novorossisk: wind southwest to west, force 5-7, in

thundery squalls increasing to force 9, visibility 20 miles.

of Azov: wind, oast bo so\ t, force 5 - 6, squally,

showers, visibility 20 miles,

le E-boats did not operate because of the weather.

] iaison Officer to 4th Air Force report at the Corps

3 unable to reinforce iti-aircraft ?juris in nsk as

requested (sec War Diary of 2 Sep.).

Orders issue i fc r the patrol line in the 3ulf of Ta :anr . :

Duri bhe night of 3/4 3e ., .

ral ferry barges of Mae 1st

up of naval ferry 3 should occupy atrol line east of

ciupol as far as our frontline. The boats should put out from

ol at 1830, cc ol at 0300.

f 3/4 Sep., J , the 5th

1 ferry barges should carry out suppl; from

iu'cl to sk in accordance vjith directions fr

Shore Cc r, Ukraine.

it 0955 motor ;aineswe ier '••' 54 put in to Mariupol towi val

landing craft (guns) Mo. 8.

At 1054 upon Inquiry, motor minesweeper R 30 r ler sition

rid sq Lies east of Mariupol).

it 1225 tugs AI233L and 1 !, escorted by 3 naval ferry
fr ' 1 in an asterly direction to tow off

th iraft (guns).

At 1455 motor rrdnesweej .rs RA 56 and R 30 put in to Mariupol, The
rest of the foi n was 3 . miles off bho harbor entrance,

it 1535 naval landin craft ( ;uns; .9 and 7 -' 1 ferry bar
; in to Mariupol. 'ollowin v ssels were still at sea: 2

tu 3, 2 >t r Lnesw - j (ilk) nd 1 naval landing craft (guns).

At 1630 2 naval furry b rges (mines), motor 'minesweepers R 216
rine chasers put out from Constantza to carry out

the minela: bask in Bosporus area, Fhe eration will
be contro] : or, Convoys an I Escorts, Bl ,c : >ea,

Co r, nvoys scorts, Black 3ea also re; r
:. he

ate
J ii -' rs at 0200 on 4 Si .

atj n.

At 1855 3 naval ferry 3 of the 5th operational (ou] ut out
fr with 2 naval 1 craft (guns) and

;
" jailing vessel.

- 10 -



3 Copt crabor 1943

At 1850 3 naval ferry barges of the 1st operational roup put

out from Mariupol on patrol duty.

At 1905 tug AS SEL put in to Mariupol* She and another tug arc
to join the Mariupol-Berdyansk convoy which put out at 1350,

At 1930 6 naval furry barges and 10 combined operations boats
put out from Temriuk on aoastal defense duty.

At 2000 bug BR'^UNKOHLE 8 put in to Mariupol. The motor mine-
sweepers (RA) put in shortly before.

At 2030 Commander, 3rd '-an Carrier Flotilla reported by telephone
that naval landing craft (guns) No, 2 had been beached on the

loeside of the mole. She is to bo brought in to :he harbor at
dawn. At present, bhe naval landing craft ( ;uns) is drawing about

4 meters. Some parts of bhe bridge and the guns are still visible.
The naval landing craft (guns) was made fast at the mole and is

being guarde 1 from there. Final action report of bhe commander
of the nrinelaying formation has not yet been submitted.

U-Boat Situation:

At 1500 Italian midget submarine CB 2 put in to Sevastopol from
anti-submarine operations in SSupatoria Bay. Enemy not sighted.
Except for CE 3, which is lying in Ak Mochet., all bhe other midget
submarines are non-operation".], at ..'resent,

U 9 and U IS were informed of the further increase in landing
boats in "Sielenjik during the last few days and were ordered to
operate especially against these towed convoys of landing boats
proceeding close to the coast.

Enemy Air and Shi-re Battery ..cb:'.vity

;

Apart from the attack on bhe siinelaying for 11 bion returning from
the - Gulf of raganrog there were no air raids. Throughout the
day, heavy harassing artillery and mortar bombardment of the
entire harbor district of Novorossisk, Guns of all calibers were
used. 1 aan was killed and. 2 men wounde A ill personnel of Naval
Port Commander.

At 2135 on 2 Sep., 1 enemy plane penetrated the town area of

Berdyansk and dropped 5 bombs.

IPAnesppo r
"
: n - Activity:

6 more : irius wer laj I in bhe harbor of Novorossisk, (?) No mine-
sweeping was carried out off Sevastopol, in Kerch Strait or in
oho Ah- of Azov because of the weather.

Supply Traffr'c;

a) Kerch Strait: Nothing to report.

b) Anapa convoys: No convoys ran because of the weather.

nrv I . n- -
! .. JOj LJ —
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3 Sept ber 1943

c) and d) No Temriuk convoys ran to lack of car

g) Sea of Azov:

At 1830 the Berdyansk*-] ariupol convoy put out with 1 naval
ferry barge (hospital), - 2 naval 1 is), motor
nesweepers RM 2 and 3, 1 tug and 1 li nter, -.t 2020 they

put in again because of the weather.

f) Crimea convoys did net run because cf the w except for
1 r I isia-Kerch convoy comprising 4 naval ferry barges and
1 tUgi

No convoj'-s ran in the northwestern Bl ck 5ea so of the
weather.

(Si pied) Kieseritzky

4 ber 1943

-croixl '^ncny Situation;

From 2140 to .':'200 on 3 Sep
f , the observation post of Naval Port

Commander, Novorossisk si '..ted 4 vessels off landing area B and
lively searchlight activity fro . . Doob and jhelenjik directed
to the south and southwest, At 0645 5 vess is --ere sighted yro-
ceedir the southeast to due beachhead,

Air reconnaissance detected lively traffic close fc Tur dsh
coast: At 1220 2 steamers of some 2,000 0, t,T,, course west,

15 rthwest of Ereglij'at 1218 1 Turkish .merchantship
of 600 tons, 1 freighter of 2,000 - 3,000 tons, 2 freighters of

500 - ":0C tons 12 miles northwest of Ayanzikj at 1218 1 Turkish
unb it 18 i Lies northwest of Ayanzikj at 1225 2 T rkish 1 .erchant

ships of 500 - 300 bpns 10 north of Ineboluj at 1413
1 freight .nd ler of 3,000 tons 10 liles north of

asra :'.nd 4 merch 1 totaling 1,50C tens in Am sra harbor.

.herwise no reports were received froin ships Ln the sritirt Black
area.

No enemy s br; ffic was t cte the reconnaissance ar :

the Sea z v,

amy sh:' in ort: d Lsk at 0736 (partially covered by
clouds): 5 motor unboats and some 20 boats, rsko Akhtari
(partially cov by clouds): 2 motor nmboats, 2 small coastal
vessels ats.

The follow ships w rv. in Ihelenjik according bo reuh evaluation
of th ] hs: 20 motor minesweepers, 10 K. . »s, 64
landing craft (personnel), 8 coastal vessels totaling 2,500 tons,

and some 40 boats. Results of exact evaluation have not 3 sn

submitt d. large v ssels w b se ace ; to radio in-

fer . Activity of single s; ressels tl st Coast area

ected: north-
western Black nd 2 in the a Sea, At 2030
Anapa radar station located 1 probably i .T.B., course 175 8

miles wust of Anapa. The vessul was proc t irery h:

ore b an 23 knots.

_
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CQIIFIJZi.riAL

4 Se tember 1943

No important reports from .the Army fronts.

Own Sit-. : ation;

Ac 5 to the action report of C< I r, 3rd G n Carrier

Flotilla, submitted on thu minelaying od bj n in Taganrog Bay
carried out during the rii, ;ht of 2/3 Sep., mines were laid in the -

prescribe^', position from 0105 to 0140. On account of the weather,

to bo laid in 2 rows of 6 mines each; the plan however
vi" s to lay the mines irregularly. At 0430 on return passage,
motor minesweeper it 30 had to tow naval landing craft ( ams)
No. 2 as her bows were flooded. The boats therefore, lost contact
with motor minesweepers HA 54 "nd 56 and naval landing craft (guns)

Ho. &, until, at 0640 west of Krivaya Kossa, they mot the formation
of naval ferry barges which was proceeding from the patrol line to

reinforce their anti-aircraft defenses. RA 56 had already joined
bhe formation. At 0815 2 enemy planes (fighters) attacked with-
out bombing. From C330 to OS45 5 bombers attacked with some
25 bombs and machine- ams in 3 run-ins. No damage or casualties.
Our anti-aircraft .uns could not bu usod to good effect because
of the weather ('.dud south, force 6, in squalls force 8, heavy
showers of rain). Naval ] "'.

;
craft (rains) Ho. 2 had to be

towed by the stern because her bows were quite flooded. The
rear gun could still be manned. die bowing hawser broke repeatedly
in the rou.'di so", In a violent squall, naval landing craft (guns)

• Mo. 2 listed to starboard and sank deeper by the stern, at 1320
the crew was taken aboc r 1 by RA 5o and at 1405 tugs A i3SL and
BE HLE 3 book over the towing of naval landing craft Coins)
No, 2. They had been despatched from Mariupol to meet the convoy.
In the meantime, the ams and deckhouse were under w .tor so that
only the port side of the hull wan visible. Commander, 3rd Gun
Carrier Flotilla boarded the AMSEL, Naval landing craft (guns)
No. 2 was beached off tl west rale.

At 0500 6 naval ferry barpos and 10 combined operations boats
put in to Temriuk from coastal defense duties. Nothing to report.

Simferopol at 0930:

Weather forecast for Jupatoria to kovorossisk and bhe Sea of Azov:
Lnd, west bo northwest, force 4-5, throughout the day fore.. 6,

heavy clouds, showers, visibility 15 ndles.

If the weather- permitted^ 1st B-»Boat Flotilla was ordered to trans-
fer 3 28, 3 51, 3 52 from Ivan Baba to Const antza for repair and
routine dockyard periods.

When oompleti d, 5 45 and 3 42 which had already be^n repaired,
should be transferred from Gonstantza to Ivan Bab/ (Provisionally
on 6 Sep.)

At present, there are 4 boats ready for op^raoions in Ivan Baba,
No operations are intended for the coming night as the weather
does not guarantee successful employment of ns.

: "'
•:. Tin ,

" sO: r r :":' ••-
.; 1 - 13 -
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4 ber 1?43

In . 5515 -'- I 1 4 Sep., 1 . .ne

was direc ispose n 0] 1 up of 4
barges, in the patrc 47° OC ' I ",

37° 41' £ to 46
u

52' N,

37° 55' E during thu night of 4/5 Sep. The patd should
stand on and c ;h atrol line in - . .3 should

b cut from Mariupol at 1130 c: at C330.
The 4 nav 1 ferry bargea of 5th Lan 1 a, 1 fj

towir. - v and 2 e3k waiting
for carg 1

Cor is. sy vrill now be subor ral

i'.te effect, S
, pe

jommander, = 4th : nal r. 1

:. : win vessel and t jrs v/ero to be
rtation from

:s transfer also act -

r lest for -..
' :

to ev workers of the Azov f .Apart from above
.:.-'

. _:/. n roup of : ry barges vhich still
has to b n fr 1 Genickv,sk to ,. riupol, 3 i

ferry bar s, & ch c

2, the 3rd Sun Carrier Flct' "

of 30th Motor Kincsi

l) were temporari 3d pc

fcions, iaplcyment on :sccrt
duty vdll be order

e

pal, Black Sea, 3jcecu r

a will >e issued by i ier,

1-Bt 1-^n transports and, if

sessary, t - sed

ly by . . For this

I
- 1 er, Ukraine - .

: 130C ier No. 2% . . .

-

stantza for anti-sui rtch. at

., b :'.. the vessels should ' Consta] z - vast

convoy proceeding via the southern route to reinforce the cscrrt.

At 1430 naval Ian .rift (guns) No. 2, lUNKOHLE 8
d a crane or yard, was bi the shipyar .

At the 2r. Lonal navn] Perry b-.r

fr . .1 with 2 craft
(cuns) for th r 1 11 jt 1 as far as our froi

Cont rs tc 1 line
~"c -

•

, 37° 41' - -6° 52* N, 37° 55 l
• ider,

Ikr atrol line east the
1 of thu frontline up tc

6 km. east m can- :t.

..t 193C 6 naval 1 .rations boats put

ut fr br xL duty in Temriuk Ba .

.:

1545 It' liar. : out 1 .t t;

pate in t night of ./5 -. . and

in to Sevastopol on 5 S . CB lrc : . was ready
for na

.

i ] ,
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CCbriDSiTTLJ.

4 September 1943

3 boats of 1st - it Flotilla put out from Ivan Baba at 1930
for dockyard repairs and uxchange of engines in Constantza.

r

her..y ..ir Tid Shore Battery Activity:

During, the day, no air raids were carried out on convoys or naval

forces. During the evening hours of 3 Sep., Aariupol reported

several enemy penetrations without bombing; the planes uachine-gunnoo

the searchlights of Naval Port Commander. Novorossisk reported
mortar bombardment of the entire harbor aroa and the southern part

of the to\\rn. The quarters of Naval Commander received a direct

hit. 1 nan was killod in action .ad 1 man slightly -wounded.

Mgineswooning Activit;/

:

The minesweeping formations were not employed because of the

weather. At 0745 Naval Port Commander, Novorossisk reported the

explosion of 4 nines at sea (?). The cause was not discovered,

10 more mines were laid in the harbor Novorossisk.

3unnly Traffic;

Supply traffic to the Kuban bridgehead is still very slight

owing to lack of cargo,

a) Kerch Strait: Noth.ing to report,

b

)

i inr.pa c onvoys

:

At 1745 Anapa convoy No, 179 put out from Kerch with 7 naval
ferry barges and anti-mine escort and anchored off Cape Fakil,

c) and d) No Temriuk convoys ran owing to lack of cargo,

e) Sua of Azov:

At 1730 Berdyansk-Mariupol convoy No, 1 put out iron Berdyansk
w'th 1 naval furry bar ;e (hospital), 1 motor sailing vessel,
1 tug and 1 li ;hter escorted by 3 naval ferry barges. At 1855
Berdyansk—Mariupol convoy No, 2 put out from Mariupol with
1 motor sailing vessel, 1 bug, 1 lighter, 2 transport cutters,

4 naval ferry barges and 1 naval landing craft (guns),

f) Crimea convoys and convoys in the western Black Sea ran as

so edulud.

(Si gnod) Kiuseritzky

5 September 1943

Simferopol ^g-rr- Situation:

At 1730 the observation post of Naval Port Commander,
liovorossisk sighted 1 ninesweopur, course southwest, putting
out from Gholcnjik. There are no reports on reconnaissance
on the night of 4/5 September because the plane failed to
return, Da; Lr reconnaissance in the Black Sea reported
ne enemy vuss^ls. Slight traffic was detected off the Turkish
coast. Mo reconnaissance reports Wure rucoiv.d ;r a the Sea
of Azov,

f
r - -it • -I-
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CONFI DENTIAL

5 September 1943

probably pass bhrough bhe area by which ] st &-Boat Flotilla
roaches and returns during the night of 5/6 Spetember, On

the ni 'lib of 4/5 September the deep minefield off the Bosporus was
laid ".a planned.

According to a report from bhe officer copti ng the formation,
the minelaylng operation was not observed. With in .;odiate

effect, 7th L Cr. ft Flotilla is also subordinated for

operations to Commander, Gonv ys and Escorts, Black Sea, Of
the 7 naval ferry barges of 7th : \nding Craft Flotilla now in
commission, 4 are at one disposal f Coram ider, Convoys and
Escorts, Black Sea for escort tasks etc. He has boon ordered
to transfer the 3 remaining naval ferry barges to Kerch via

Sevastopol as soon as possible and to place then, at the
disposal of Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus to be used In
the Gotenkopf supply traffic. The 2 naval ferry barges of 1st
Landing Graft Flotilla hitherto assigned to Commander, Convoys
and Escorts should also be dispatched to Kerch -as quickly as

possible, „'.s Admiral, Black Sea does not have suitable mines
to mine bhe harbor at Mariupol should the port be evacuated, 1st

Air Corps was requested to a LMB mines available for
this purp< so. They wore to be transported by sea from Kerch to
Mariupol, 1st Air Corps was requested to give information
if and "when bhe mines' cou] i Hot tec1

.. On 4 September,
Naval Sh >rc Commander, Caucasus was directed to speed up the

transfer of towing vessel "Junak" and a lighter with' coal
cargo from Berdyansk to Kerch. Naval Shore Commander,
Ukraine was ordered to place 2 naval gunnery lighters and
1 motor minesweeper (RA) at the disposal of 1 1 Shore
Coma" nd or, Caucasus to escort and aive navigational aid for
this transfer, After the execution of the task, the naval
gunnery lighters and the motor minesweeper (RA) return
immediately to Berdyansk where they vail again be at the
disposal of Naval S3 re Commander, Ukraine.

Army Group South uid 4th Air Force were simultaneously
informed of the directive sent to Naval Shore Commander,
Ukraine in which he was directed to dispose 1 operational
group of naval ferry barges into the patrol line east of
Mariupol as far as our frontline from nightfall to dawn every
day until the Army front isp withdrawn to the Kalmius position.
When the front is withdrawn, bhere will be no need to occupy
this patrol line and the patrol line < i + and in exceptional
cases 3 naval gunnery lighters as ordered ?n 4 jmber (see
! ar Diary 4 September) should b . ccupied instead.

The reinforcement of bhe sweeping forces at present at
the disposal cf Naval Shore C ider, Caucasus Is considered
necessary in view of the increase in transport traffic to the
Gotenkopf bridgehead expected in the next days.

Accordingly bhe above :r ers concerning bhe transfer of towing
vessel "Junak" and a lighter from Berdyansk to Kerch- and their
later return were canceled and Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine
was ordered to run the convoy with 1 naval gunnery lighter,
1 meter minesweeper (RA) n1 motor minesweeper R 30. On arrival
at Kerch, R 30 and the motor minesweeper (RA) will be at the
disposal of Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus. The order for
return passage of oho naval 3unnery lighter will follow later.

C'^IFItSHTIAL
.."jdldTY I. KCIlKTION - 17 -



_ -" -

5 ' 1943

3 1 _ '.

-: .-

1543 Sevastopol) in ! >35« r c

them, • 1 ren off by
as.

155C r attic : : , the planes ,he

was : 3 plan riven oi
-' r .'.

-
-

. Lta

: . , At 1610 3 WB 3 ?j

- 1544, r .

- ti 1 . plan
-

. i- ions, rok re of
th n dropped sc 3 ter sad of t

rhe lanes flew

: ration of lat S-I at ~ bills

c sr, Ukrain rt . ti riu 1 that
: - 300 roui :

:. n y r Besymeno1

Jrichoi

rot rt

. -.

213C 1 ;
- rscls d f the hart

bee f .

-

C155 "

hi return .

r: ulti—

1

- i had brokei wn.

for t 3 le stars,
'... 3he would 3 at non at dawn

ike i nom
r arrivaj

. . ill I

"

. Corned of

th ir r:' !

: . r 2000 on 3r, anti~
ween 1 si

vastopol, - . . U 9

1 E ration lans st

of 5A •

__
n '

. . : _'
__]_

ir r rJL forces, s

>24 1 LUpol W
'

- " - . "-

3 ] '.' L"

- 13 -



C0IJFID2- TIAL

5 September 1943

1. i

.

--^-'^---
,

'-'
- ,_-c__ ; vity;

The extension . minefield in the harbor of Novorossisk
was completed by the laying of 32 more LMB rain^s.

jyastopol: 6 more mines were swept by the Crimea .roup

While continuing - off the northwestern ap in the

Lnefield.

Korea: No ground ?n s were iti«~mi - escort f

Anapa convoy No, 3-79 in Kerch Strait or on route .on

iints 15 and 220.

Supoly Traffic:

a. Kerch Strait: Nothing to report,

b. Anapa convoys:

Convoy No, 179 ran with anti-mine escort ?.nd 7 naval ferry
barges. For air raid, s .e ab ve, At I' 10 convoy No, 180
put eut fr irch vcLth 4 naval ferry barges nti-mine
escort and 'inch r - sni

e, Korch«Temriuk convoys:

At 1645 convoy No, 73 put 01 Kerch with 2 naval
ferry 1 rges, 1 motor sailin essel, 1 towing vessel and

1 lighter and -uic : ii Vasovka . .

I, Owing t. look of cargo, r nichesk-Temriuk convoys.

e. Sea of Az< v:

At 1900 >h ..•.;. risk-Mariupol convoy put out from
Berdyansk with 1 naval gunnery lighter^ 4 naval ferry
barges, 1 mot sailin vessel, 2 tug3, 1 li hter one.

2 transport cutters. The . : return d t rdyansk
t M. :

'.' O !, ;_r.

At 1700 the Gonichesk-Mariupol convoy put out from Gonichesk
with 4 Ar 1 ferry bar ;es, 1 frei ;ht 1 vessel and
1 lighter, Vb 1900 riu] 1- rdyansk convoy put out

from Mariupol with 2 naval ^oinnery lighters, 5 naval f^rry
barges', . fc min sweepers 4 30 IA 52, 2 tugs, 2 lighters
and 12 t: ?rt cutters.

f, Crimea convoys ran as sa luled, ran in the

stern • Sea, For air raid on bhe Constantza-
Sevastopol convoy, s. bove,

6 September 1943

3i::J^ro; - .1 ' ...: y 3j ' n oi i\:

From 2200 to 2300 on- 5 September th servation post of
] t C p, Nov r ;sisk si h I 4 vc ss^ls off

iOMFIl TIAL
3aC'uYiITY : I
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-3JTIAL

6 So r 1943

landing area B, Daylight ".ir rec >nnaissanei cted slight
traffic off the Turkish coast, N< ts of a

wore roc i v fr m bhe Black S^ . Of the ports on the
Caucasus coast, only Gholenjik was rcconnoiter . . ray

shipping in port showed no 3f cial change. Mo ehe r

shipping traffic was observed in the Sea of Azov.

Yeisk at 0740 (aerial photograph): 10 motor y, <a
9

5 coastal v ssels and s jme 50 boats. Primorsko tikhtari at
0755? 1 motor gunboat and 1 coastal vessel. No activity
of lar^e surface vessels was detected from radio traffic.

me small v, ssels were identified in the east coast arc .

Submarines detected: 2 in the ncrthwestorn Black '.lea and
1 in an unidentified position, presumably in the southwestern
Flack Sea, In the forenoon, enemy naval planes wore
observed reconnoitering the southern to s sstern Crimean
coast. Bomber activity in the same area in the -afternoon.

Own Situation:

An Lfied report was rec: r n the aerial
bomb attack on the c '

1 itantza to Sevastopol
Reported ye storday:

At 1540 (5 Septeirbcr), 3 t es were s:' ' far off
to the south in 44° 33 t

2« I
1

!, 31° 67 ! 2. They were shelled
with 7.5 cm, and 12 cm, or:ti- aircraft guns. The planes
•-- »rcaoh:ed from the east ond launched 3 torpedoes at long
n Lthout effect. At 170B bh6 convoy was attacked from
ahead by t planes in 44° 39.3 ! N, 31° 24,5' E, course
070°, When the anti-aircraft guns fired, the plane on the
right turned off'without dropping any torpedoes. The second
plane ached, curvin ; slightly from oho port bow and
launched a torpedo at Ion- ron~e without success.

When naval ferry barge F 5o3 ' r ei ig loaded on th< shore
west of Cape Opuk. she capsized. The accident book place at

2330 (5 Se] n - tlie boat was - attempting t ke off

from the beach (E winds, force 5-7, squally, sea 5).

F 307 and F 577 - her off, I ut were
unsuccessful b icause C the darkness and the Increasing svrell,

Makin nother A opt at 0230, F 577 herself ran aground but

was bowed off by F 307. The re then jiven u

F 307 and F 577 put in to The La, Naval Shore
Commander, Caucasus lispatched tug "Kreuzonstein" and 2 naval
ferry bar ;cs t ;ive assist nee, but - to bow the
ship off had to b idon cause th r. They
were to be continued on 7 Jeptenber if -he weather was
suitable,

0430 Naval gunnery lighters Nos, 1, 3, 4 ond 8 and 2 nav-.l ferry

bar '
i - L) riu ol, Th 1 rmation hi 3n assi ;ned

t 1 shell the snemy coast near ' and Orichoff, but

because of the weather the operation ha ;

- ned

before carryin : out the be it,

]
'"'

v
"
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CONFIDENTIAL

6 3ept r 1943

0500 5ix boats put in to A mriuk from patrol duty. They are

lying in the channel because it was impossible for them to

remain in the roads on account of the weather.

forecast (Sd ol 0?30)

:

atoria -• Novorossisk and Sea of Azov: NE - E winds,
force 5-6, fair, visibility 20 miles.

Naval Shore Cora mder, Ukraine was directed to run convoys
en! supply tra isports between Mariupol and Berdyansk at

night only. Exceptions can :

_ Le in cases of emergency
c,g, if the weather pr sufficient shippii"

;
fron

reaching Mariupol. Convoys of naval ferry barges only will
run without naval gunnery lighter escort, but towed convoys

ust be escorted by as many naval gunnery lighters as are
available. Since under these circumstances a meeting of the
convoys by night cannot be prevented. Naval Shore Commander,
Ukraine has been ordered to ensure that convoys are instructed
as to where the meetings will take place.

Night passa ;c cannot be avoided 1 ecause lick of planes
prevents llocation of fighter escort for the convoys in
the Sec of Azov and with the present lively air activity
losses would be inevitable with daylight passage. The Army
and Air Force hav I - n informed accordingly,

1227 In 44° 22.

5

1 N, 33° 43.5' E two three-engined and 3 twin-
engined planes flew over the Burgas convoy from the northeast
at an altitude of 3,500 meters. The planes dropped no
bombs, but the anti-aircr- ns opened up. At 1237 the

3 ran in 1 second ;imo, dropping 4 bombs far away to
port. At 1250 4 bombers flew in a third time from the east.
Si:: bombs were dropped without result between the destroyer
"Maria" and Burgas. Simultaneous machine-gunning wounded
1 man en board, naval bransport Mo, 25. Prompt, well-aimed
anti-aircraft fire prevented accurate bombing, The fight or
escort with the convoy accounted for 1 plane -.nd another
enemy plane was probably shot down. At 0535 the convoy
si ht. d a itussi;: n reconnaissance plane far ahead of the
convoy,

19?-5 Temriuk reported that the patrol line Temriuk Bay could not -

be occupied b causi r ' E - E vr-nds, force 6 r 7,
sea 4-5).

2050 Naval gunnery lighters Nos, 1, 3 uid 3 put out from Mariupol
for the patrol line ir the area southeast cf Mariupol,

U-boat 3it a ion:

1135 U 9 es cor L by -.1 ferry bar .3 put in to*

Sevastopol fro] nl tidone i > er; ion. On 28 Au est, the
at oner- be i st the enemy destroyers reported by air

reconnaissance. At 1345 (28 August) who sighted 3 destroyers,
2 of the "Gnevny" cl 5s and flotilla leader "Charkov"
20 miles noi it of J nebcin, e 090°, speed 20 knots.

CONF PS -'I J_
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C0NF1 1NTIAL

6 ^r 1%3

ncc the unexplainc plosion j£ h mines r rt in

the War Diary of , it was later reported bhat the

ines ;xpl ded - 1 0745 between 80 meters north of the small

)le -v: bhe center of the harbor entrance . fhe

type of bhese nines ecu],-.: not be accurately "-3

there were various typos used to nine this ar« : .

ply Traffic:

a, Kerch Strait; Ferry braffic was hold up by the weather.

b, Anapa convoys:

The convoy No. 180 ran as seheduled with 4 naval ferry barges,

c, Kerch-Tcmriuk convoys:

At 1550 c:> roy Mo, 73 put in a rain ith 2 naval ferry

barges, 1 motor sailing vess. 1, 1 towin,;; vessel and 1

lighter because of the weat lot,

d, No Gcnichesk-Temriuk convoys ran because of the weather.

e, Sec '.f Azov:

At 1100 tl -' ikf-Mariupol convoy returned to

5k with 4 naval ferry bar ;os, 1 towin : vessel end

1 lj ht >r because of the weather. At 1700 the terdyansk-

riupol & lit ere from Berdyansk with 9 naval ferry

barges, 1 tug end 1 li jhter.

ipite the weather, Crimea convoys ran as scheduled.

Convoys also r-n in the western Black 3ea, For air raid
on the Constantza**Sevastopol convoy, see above.

7 r 1943

oi. feropol Enemy Situation^

From 2200 to 2330 (6 Septeml er), bhe observation post of

Nival Port I % Fovorossisk observed 15 vessels off

] • aren B wi ich wore sh artil3.ery. From 0900
to 1300 3 inin era, 2 motor mi] ,5/6 roiriboats,

6 M.TiB.s rind 1' s .
- an bug with 5 lighters, each about

100 to 150 tons, put in to "" lenjik from the south. Three

M.T.B.s were sighted t 1407 and 1 f some 400 - 600 tons

tnd 2 minesweei 3rs at 1455 puttin " ulenjik from the
southeast, ni lit of 6/7 St r, night air
reconnaissance detect d sli ht activity of small v ssels off

the northern C< ucasus coast. Dayli ;ht air reconnaissance
reported no enemy forces in the Black Sea. The ports on the

Caucasus coast were not reconnoitered. No enemy shipping
traffic was detecl i 1 the reconnaissance area in the or of

Azov, F or bor bs were letecte i in Prii-ii rsko
Akhtari harbor, ;

- b bhe enemy had retransferred
some of their 1 :>tor i tc Primorski Akhtari,
activity of lar ;c enemy vessels accordin

;
t r- Lie traffic,

Slight activity of small vessels in bhe east coast area.
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CONFIDENTIAL

7 I er 1943

n request, 4th Air Force was given detailed information of

the ' 11 wir ; loss us and .1 ma ;e sustained by the 12 light
naval vessels is they returned from Taganrog on 30 August after
an operation which 6th Army H.Q. had urgently requested.

Owing to lack of i'i ;hter escort the formation was continuously
attacked by pi nes, 110 impacts wore counted on 9 vessels,
inflictin ; 15 sli id 16 serious cases of damage, tvhen

they put in, four of the vessels were declared unfit for
s as •:. result ma . In this o e : n

casualties amounted tc 3 nen killed and 15 men wounded i,c,

10/; bhe crews of the vessels involved (see W Di ry of

30 August).

1330 A hop] j.t barge sank in bhe main Dnieper fairvj y off Kherson
ibreast • P u y No, ?'. It was sus iectod bhat sh< struck a

mine and the fairwaj was closed .

1700 Tiv "Krouzonstoin" abandoned the attempt to tow off naval
ferry bar ;e l

r 583 and put in to Kerch with 3 naval ferry
rges

.

19A0 npiuk reported that bhe patr 1 Id ies could not be occupied
jause "1 the weather.

2010 ur naval gunnery lighters put out from Mariupol for the

b 1 m< southe it • f ariu] ol,

U~boat >iti tation;

Comm.ander, 30th UVooat Flotilla reported that U 20 would
probably not bo ready to put out until 14 So] toml or as the
wrong s' arc parts for her multi-unit hydrophones had been
delivered. The boat was or lei- 1 to carry out a minelaying

eration in the Batum ?.re o
. She was equipped with 9 TMB

mines, five with
j
eriod lelay mechanism 1 and four with period

delay Mechanism 5 to be iaid mixe . N ne o£ the mines has
a timing system, clockwork settin switch Ha or a time
settin • for 6 hours. It vras planned t have U 9 transferred
to Constnntza with bhe next Sevastopol-Constantza convoy,

j/oeray Air ".nl 3: or -

|_

I bcry Act vity:

Thr>'u;houb the day ther were no air raids on convoys or naval
forces. At 2050 (6 September) ! ariupol report cl an enemy
• jnetration without .

;! vorossisk reportec! a few
bombs on the ?t oi' west harbors and Blight artillery and

'V r fire,

3J-iyS^''-. 'ping -'.ct
4

" .".'. b
;

1

_:_

:

n "
: LLneswec '

3 tnes searched f r round mines from
Le 325 to Mile 349. Wo mines swe t.

Sevasti ol: The Crimea ;rou] kc ff minesvi cause
of the weather, Minesweeping planes seardh for ground

. s, No mines swept.

1 p:.. --:tj.al
security ihf . u ation - 25 -
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COdrinShTL.L

6 September 1943

ir of bl val f^rry barges now employed on patrol duty in
rcriuk were withdrawn and en in traffic in Kerch Strait,

ttil the naval gunnery lighters at present employee- in the
Gulf of Ta ;anro

;
return tc Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus

the patrol line in Torariuk Bay will always be occupied by
2 naval ferry bar ;es. General Busse, Chief of General Staff,

• Army Gr up S .uth, requested th t the naval ferry barges
emj loved in Mariupol-Berdyansk traffic should also proceed by

without fi ;htcr esc >rt in an all-out operation, I had
•dered that sea transports had to run by ni ht because of the

continuous enemy air raids and lack of German f i liters.

This had of course reduced the transportation performance,
A further drop in transportation was caused by the bad weather
cf the last few days,

I telo the foil' -win to Chief of General Staff, Army
uth: In view ...f possible losses an all-out operation

can only I 3 carried out if our troops have suddenly to with-
draw. In bhat event, tonnage will be assured, Vessels in
the Black Sea cannot be replaced and, after the evacuation of

Mariupol, they will be urgently required for tasks of Array

Group ^. Hence, an '11- ut transportation operation to

remove commerical goods fr m »he ) ariupol area is impossible
and moreover is a railr • I there, rhe lack of fighter
escort made it primarily necessary for the convoys to proceed
by night and this led to certain del.ays. The delays which
occurred luring bhe last 43 hours wore cause I ihe weather.
In view . d bhe tasks for Army Jrou] A, no further tonnage vd.ll

be available in bhe Black Sea beyond the vessels already
provided. Naval Group South has been informed,

A communication was sent to Army Group A with copy to Naval
Group South, Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus and Naval Liaison
Officer to 17th Army H.Q. informing them that all available
vessels would be used f • r br-as - rival r b '._ IriO ahead
except those' dr. . yed in the Kerch area. Four naval
ferry barges, 1 tu ;

.nd 1 lighter which had been employed
with Army Group South had already been order a tc Kerch,

The fell, a a
.

• vessels hitherto employed in transportation in
the western Black Sea will : etched with all speedi

4 ships totaling 1,300 tons,. 2 tu ;s, 2 lighters raw lying in
Sevastopol, 5 more aval ferry la rgos, 6 tu ;s and 10 lighters
from Rumanian ports ad Odessa, It n /el ferry barges end

lighters which are still employed in the Gulf of Taganrog for
Array Group 3 uth will reinforce ;he ferrying forces in Kerch
Strait as soon as they have carri :

' ir task there.
periences i£ last spring showed, that the transportation
rformance pre ably lepends on bhc weather. In northeast

wind3, Kerch-Temriuk :nichesk-Temriuk traffic cannot run.
Loadii ctivity .. Taman c est is also badly ira i a or
bad -von to ee sur; d,

2030 1 gunnery Lighters put ' riupol from the patrol
L no s iutb '

ar.i u...l.
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I *LTf" TO ..TlCl - 27 -



_^

8 Sept r 1?43

^0 Two - "-[ nd 7 combined c s put out
fro r ^trol duty. At 2200 the 7 combined

ions . sr,

2317 '£he r art y's ( ol.
.-• Ital s - :r. flotilla controll 1,

laced unde 1 their 1 it •

. officers an -
. ain in their

quai t

.

! d 1- - 2 1

U 23 - : ' to Goi rted that
sh Ld arrive off Consfcantza at 1800 on , r.

>hor Satt -_ Ac it :_

Throughout the day there were no air raids on convoys or ric.

forces. 1200 3
Be: use fron an of 200 - 300 a:ters,

netrated to Sariui ol, ":ut

.

1-1: u _3; :.._ "
.

-

_ _ j

Nc las carried ou - ^e of the wcat

. 131
in the vie 7 of t route.
he" ive been caused by the rough st .

Supply ?affic:

.. Kerch it: Increased c nv v -.--re organized as sc led.

• !

C_ — ,181 h 7 naval ferr: r

:

.' - sort

,

c, Kerch-: a r: 3:

Convoy 1 . . . risi . .1 ferry , 1 freijht

towir • v . I 1 li hter, did not put oua bocau

th- , 152c k na .

-

y

to

Kerch

. f

Tli

.

-
: convoy ran as j th 1 tu

,

2 lighters, 4 ra ,2 cutters and 8

n" 3,

At 1800 risk- 3envoy put

r, 10 n -

] ferry

V 3sels, ;
Iters.
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CONFIDENTIAL

8 Sept ber 1943

At 16,30 i nich ::'-:."•jrch convoy put -out from Genichesk
with .'• naval ferry barges, 1 freight towing vessel and
2 lighters. At 2125 the Mariupol-Berdyansk convoy put out

fr
1 ariupol with 3 naval forry barges, 1 motor minesweeper

(HA) nd 1 trans orb cuttor,
>

e. Crimea convoys a! convoys in the western Black Sea were
postponed because of the weather.

9 September 1943

Simfe roool Eni-my Situati on:

At 0505 the observation post of Naval Port Commander,
Novorossisk sighted 2 M.T,B,3 putting out from Gholenjik to
the southwest. At 1300 1 sea-going tug with 3 lighters

(300, 400 and 200 bons) and 3 minesweepers put in to

Ghelenjik from the southeast.

During the night of 8/9 Sept mber, air reconnaissance did not

report any enemy forces. Morning reconnaissance in the
northeastern Black Sea was also vdthout result.

At about 0700 2 motor -oinbcats were reported in th Sea of
Azov northeast of leisk, he x'ing for Ybisk, shipping
in thq rts on the southern cast of bhe Sea of Azov was
unchanged. The ports en bhe Caucasus coast were not
reconnoiter I,

At the ;
'

1 bridgehe d frontline, an attack by an enemy
battalion was repulsed and memy assemblies were iostroyed
by diver-b nbers and artillery Fire,

*

According to radio traffic, there were no largo vessels at
sea. Activity al] vessels still slight. On arine
'./as detect;.! in the eastern Black Sea and more re believed
to 1 e in bhe northwestern and southwestern Black Sea, At

out 2100 on 9 Septe iber, 6th A] '.. . reported that
iriupol would be evacuated in the e, rly hours of 10 September

and that bhe "'
vy >uld have to ensure the blasting of the

harbor installations. The. necessary preparations had already
been made as far as was possible

t

Army Group South ordered ] ortial evacuation in the a?ea east
of the river :

. »er including the Dnieper frontline.

Naval Port C rid ;r, Novorossisk reported that orders had
been issued for bhe withdraw ; f bhe front to the Siegfried
line and pr would 1 carried out within bhe next few
days, Nav 1 I st rological Station, ] :o was to be
evacual a bh voning of 9 3< I r. The observation
post bain and Novorossisk radio station will

until bh 1 intline is wd

Own Situation;

v ximately IOC enemy soldiers and partisans landed nu .r

Yalta (so st of Gariupol) in the early hours of S September,
Defensive action was imn diately taken and some 30 men were
killed lib 1 lieutenant and 23 partisans taken prisoner,

3 rest retreated to Sainarina Balk .

_ IFIDEHTIAI
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9 Sojjtember 1943

Crimcai Coast to replace, bhom as convoy escorts off oho

southern Crimean coast. The former task of increasing the
scort forces on the Sevastopol-Cape Tarkhan route by us in;

naval, ferry barges will be susp ndod until naval ferry b- r - s

can be returned from Kerch. Naval ith inquired
whether it wou] I I - advisal employ naval ferry barges s

escort forces for the increasin rus-7arna traffic and

was ,-jiven the following answers:

In view of the nli lit speed of the nival ferry b .rgos, their
employment as escorts for Bosporus-Varna steamer convoys
seems ill-advised, as the cruisin speed vrould have to

reduced to about 7 knots a bhe steamers would th^refor^ be
in reater danger from submarine attacks. Moreover, with the
present demands of Army Group - and br up South, n naval
ferry barges can be wade available for esc rt luties in oho

near future*

is the crane installations in Mariupol br ke down, bhe L*1B

mines which wen ade avail; le by the air Force for mine-
laying in Mariupol harbor were bransferred b Berdyansk.
It is plan) eci that naval gunnery lighters :.nd possibly naval
furry ansk s

1

ul
; lay bhe lines in iiariup 1

harbor, if minelayinj should .. b be ssible shou riupol
be evacuated turely, the uiiB should 1 . used for irregular
minelaying if the entrance tc the Gulf of Taganro

;
between

ssa Byelosaraika aril K ss; pol ;aya outside bhe 6-meter line.

Naval 3h re ' r, Ukraine has been directed t make the
necessary pre] arations aft r the arrival of bhe mines' in

rdyansk, i?\irther orders for minelaying will bhen be
-issued from here'.

Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine was ordered to lispatch all
naval ferry barges and lighters with cargo for '

. ichesk and
H lotilla, kaaichesk tc Gonichosk on 10
Septemb r, F ur naval gunnery lighters, 4 naval ferry
barges, 1 motor minesweeper (itA), Harbor Defense Flotilla,
Berdyansk an 1 Harbor Defense Flotilla, Iforiupol si remain
in Berdyansk for lefense mrposes etc. .1.11 the other
union aval, ferry barges, in tor minesweepers (iib)j motor
mi per R 30 and naval gunnery li hters should be
dispatched for Kerch with the y i is] -lurch convoy on
10 September,

C mmander, C nvoys and Kso rts, Black 3ea was '

I not to
send naval trans orb No, 2 r bhe scheduled Sevastopol-
Constantza com ut bo lispatch her from Sevastopol to
Kerch as soon a p< ssible for 3mployment in die ferry traffic
in Kerch Str it.

Reference bh - br nsf r of authority .for the defense of the
ntir I arb r ar Ln i r r ssisl -he naval pore c rider

reported i . r Diary f er, it was pointed out
tc r/t rmy H,Q, \ aval Liaison Officer bhat ,he naval

rt com r's F rces cann t I e reinforced for this task,
17th Army H,Q, must ; i hether the lefense of bhe harbor
are' w b 11 ssibl with bhe "orces n ' ilable to the
naval port commander.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CON i- _^
9 S p 1943

roup South r. :
ri.. ' th t it was at present 3ible :

tr . sfer i ival ferry barges t. the ... ;ean I ilt of
a v to unforced by the Turkish Government, but it was planned
to load rej hters.

1340 Naval Harbor iastor, Ochakov reported bhat :

• a u -'o nine exploded 1? meters astern of the Rumanian t .

"DMO 1" in C v roads. Throe nun were w 'a
sr..".]l leak v.r .s repaire >ard.

2200 Teniriuk re srted that the c< astal defense forces >t

put out on account of the weather (- windSj force 5-6,
sea 4)

.

2225 A report was received from motor mi r — . 54 in the
Gulf of ?• ;anr £ (on passa ;e fr. risk t iariupol) that
she h n attacked by several uriboats in air ;rai square
77e2. No fart nor details weru ;iven,

U-boat 31 _n:

At 1300 U 23 1 t C nstcntza fr .' er; bions.

At 1325 U 9 rut out from Sevastopol for Constantza,

_ '-,"* ir in '

. ry ^ctivit --:

Throu hout the day bhero were no air raids on naval forces
or mvc ys

.

At O4OO on u Scptein or, 1 r bably iiussian M.T. . was si hted
.1" Molekino and was shelled by air anti-bank rjuns southwest

of Mariupol, The . .B. replied to the fire with 2 cm. uns
and then turned ff t wards Yeisk. At 1230 on E 3e tember,

several iussian M.T.I; T s shelled the village losaraika

with c.. uns. No r1 -

\n ;e was reported, At ^-355 ^n

8 bember an ' 1 ; in at 0510, 1 enemy plane dr seve -al

boi bs n Mariupol,

Situation in voress.isk unchanged,

__ _ _ u ctivity;

Danube: a' n oswoepin : pianos search E c round mines,

mines swept,

1: The Cr: rou In
;

if the

northwestern minefi Id ;ap, I swept,

Kerch: • Ln sw . rv; planes searched for jround mines in

erch Strait, mines sv.r
. t.

Vessels searched f r moored mines in Kerch Strait a when

actin as anti- ' eocort for the Anap.a convoy* .i results.

Tho antin F the "Zar Ferdinand" convoy si ept a

one on route 1 mile north oJ b 24,

C PI]
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9 September 3-943

Sir 1/ Traffic

:

a, Kerch Str it: As scheduled.

b, Kerch-Temriuk convoys:

At 1400 Kereh-Temriuk ponvoy No. 73 put in t Te riuk with
2 naval ferry bar ;es, 1 towin ; vessel md 1 li liter.

c, Anapa c nvoys:

At 1S15 Anapa convoy No, 1(32 put out from Kerch with 7

naval ferry bar ;os and anti-mine escort and anchored off

Zhelezni Ro '.

:1, 3e . of Azov;

At 1240 the C-.nich. sk-K. rch convoy put in to Kerch idth

4 naval ferry barges, 1 towing vessel and 2 lighters.

At 1900 the Mariupol~R rdyansk convoy put out from
riu ol with 7 naval ferry barges, 3 naval gunnery

lighters, 1 motor minesweeper (itA), 3 ta;s, 4 lighters
and 2 motor sailing vessels,

e, Crimea convoys and convoys in bhe western Black Sec ran
as sche luled,

10 September 1943

Simferopol enemy Sit'ooti flit

After a violent preparatory artillery action from 0135 to

0310, the enemy landed in Novorossisk harbor on the west
le, on the U-boat mole and bhe cold-storage building

froiu o.T.l.s and landing craft (personnel). The landing
rties on the U-boat molt and the west mole wore then

cut off, while the situation at the cold-storage house was
confused. A rifle battalion was sent ut n reconnaissance
and if possible t.. counter-attack. TP^ -: t .;?

1 with the help of forces •. f the naval port
c or. Accordin '. to a report from Naval Port Commander,

vorossisk, all secret material has been destroyed.

At 1200 the situation at both moles was unci, n I, ut the
cold-storage house was a oain in !erman hands. The focal
point of the enemy attack altered t 1 Novorossisk-North
between the 1st !nd ci panics of bhe forces ' elon; ing

to p 1 Port r, :. vor< ss Lsl . All contact with the
1st company was broken, so that the situation there was not
known. Forces of the naval port oc orted the
sinking or setting on fire of the following ships: 1 patrol

at and 1 unboat. Casualties in oho 2nd company amounted
to 4 dead, ': men seriously and 5 sli ;htly wounded, 2 men missing,

At 1800 bhe situation in Novorossisk-South had not changed.
In Novorossisk- bh, some Army troops were counter-attacking;
Still no re] orts from the 1st company of Naval Port Commander,

rorossisk.

XNI-'IOU'TIAL
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10 3 ptem! er 1943

At 2000 Naval P >rt r, v r :;3isk reported bis

Lon tc 1st Mountain - I that, afto.

temporary withdrawn! and r %
- niaation of his 3, he

n ." r the : of bhe i nd tJ

j
. i it section n the - t mole and the c 1 -

r .
". house. 15 soldiers of the 1st c npany i

their way through the enony lines and reported that t

front ' ~en withdrawn as the result of a . smy
creeping barrage and their overwhelming superiority in
numbers and that the platoons h- with roar positions.

The observation post of Naval Port Commander, ! dv rossisk
r ported that by 0:V35 "'11 vessels which took \ irt in bhe
landing operation had returned to Ghelenjik,

trol boat wis located off Tuapse and ne >ff

Gholcnjik by ni tit air reconnaissance, while 1 submarine
was letected south of Capo Idokopas,

li^ht air reconnaissance In the Black Sea .rted no
enemy forces. In the early tiornin hours traffic of

landin i w b >1 serve 1 between Gholenjik and Novorossisk.

Lively shj traffic was letected off the Turkish coast
in afternoon. Enany shi in art: Ghelenjiks still
mj ats, Comparison with bhe phot r as taken _n

8 >er rev an incre sc of 2J> rootor minesweepers,
23 .-. . . I l'-h 1 ats. Tua] se: 1 frei :jhter of

1, 5C0 bons, 6 coastal vessels totaling 2,000 , 1 mine-
sweepe ', 5 motor minesweepers, 2 .1'.. . /el 25 boats.
The ther ports on the Caucasus coast wore not reconnoitered.

No enemy shipping brc.ff utocted in bhe Sen of Azov,

The number of nemy ships in bhe orts f Yeisk ai

Primorsko Akht ri was unchc

No lar ;e surface vessels were inferred to b( at s ._, but

increasing fleet r: i ic was lot cted. Activity of

small vessels normal off bhe east coast,

rine'was sted in the ar uthwest of t

Crimean ce"3t, but no further submarin in

the >perati area.

No-thin-7 important was report 1 fr an 'rid •
; .

Presumably \ri
' pees, bhe nemy 1 nded near oolokino

thwest f Mar I. Further, d ails \s yet.

Own Situati n:

0532 Naval Port Commander, Anapa reported 3rd p .' ilarm from

0/|D0, All the soldiers were btle stations '.nd all

r w rk was so 1,

Simultaneously, 1 nder, Anapa re]
: bh it in the

net b; rr 50 nc'-. ors of the net '

I heen '. ifted but further
work had to be interrupted bea ractor was withdrawn.

:
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EKTIAL

10 So] ber 1943

0753 At 075S in 45° 16 • N, 32° 38' E, fcu ; "JLubeck11 proc with
th a—Sevastopol c was attacked by a submarine.

The ti rpe 1c 3 passed ahead of the ship. D 9 drop] ed a

,r ;e barrage at once. Two Dscort rmed fishj

vessels failed : btain any locations on ti eir scho-ran in-

sots. When the attaek occurred, they were sailing on the

starboard quarter of the convoy; the attack was carried out

from the seaward side. On.; armed fishing vessel and a
-' at started anti-submarine operations at once. All the

other usoort vessels h<* I t. stay with bhe convoy because 1st

decree of anti-aircraft readiness was ordered some tj

before when the convoy was detected by enemy air reconn-
aissance. At about 0900 anti-submarine operations wore
broken off* and both vessels tried to reach the convoy. At

0930 armed fishing vessel No, 9 obtained a location on her
echo-randan ;

set. Six le] th charges were dropped without
result. Nc further locations, Violent concussion when

the depth charges exploded had broken the ocho^ranging set,

.
:,t 13-40 the EV plane which was providing close escort dropped
a depth charge on a submarine which was identified off Sevastopol,
Immediately afterwards, armed fishing vessel Ml, 9 headed for

the submerged submarine, discovered ". sli ;ht oil patch and
dro] I a th charge barrage on to the target. Thereupon,
a large oil patch a] peared, In ,11, 21 depth charges were
dropped. The concussion slightly damaged armed fishing
vessel No, 9 and she sprang a leak. Anti-submarine

jrations wer binued because the echo—ran.. -in;; set

broke down and the listening position could be occupied.
The suspension of anti-submarine operations when attacked it

0753 and after the location at 0930 cannot be condemned,
because the 1 se Df bhe convoy could nob be weakened in
the Eupatoria-Sevastopol area where there is increased danger
of submarine ind air attack. This fact was confirmed by the
later location nd sighting of a submarine. On the other
hand, armed fisl : vessel No, 9 should have remained at the
place where she dropped lepth charges after the attack at
lo/(0 .even alth u h her ocho^ranging set had broken down.
She should have waited at least until the arrival of a
relief, because thi c mvoy had meanwhile put in to
Sevastopol, I have repeatedly Intensive pursuit of
submarines. This incident induced m refer again to

my order.

To continue anti-submarine jperations, bwo motor minesweepers
were ordered bo put out from Sevastopol at once for the

uscrib id positi

0837 Commander, ilsc rts, Black Sea ordered the
I jssa-Sevastopol convoy to full anti-aircraft readiness
c use it had been spotted by enemy reconnaissance planes.

At 0915 Ti -liter escort was requested from 1st Air Corps.

bher forecast (Simferopol 0?30)

:

Eupatoria - Novorossisk and Sc f Azov: N winds, force
3 - 4, fair, visibility 20 miles, morning haze on the coast.
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provide additional escort. One motor minesweep .r (liA) wil]

etailed to assist in navigation. The minelayi ..
; formation

should put out from Berdyansk to reach the mine area
.t 2400, /hen bhe mines have been laid, the formation
should return to Berdyansk at maximum speed, 4th Air Corps

was asked to provide fi liter escort from lawn on 11
September until the vessels reach port, but bhis request
could riot be granted owing to lack of Forces, laneously.

Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine was informed that another
mdjielayin

;
>eration was intended with 12 mines in the

same area during the ni lit of 11/12 September, The 8 L3

minqs left over were to be kept for possible blocking of
Berdyansk harbor.

The German Naval Command, Constantza was inf rme bhat tlie

: -s of bhe Crimea ;roup would L c at their
lisposal for rainelaying off Sevastopol,

The naval ferry barges, tu s and lighters due tc er ;ce

fr. rdyansk to 3onichesk with cargo during the nd ;ht of

10/11 September will remain subordinated to Naval Snore
Commander, Ukraine, Hi w s instructed t< employ th mi for
the quick evacuation of Berdyansk and for trans] rtation of

all non-priorit r visi< as etc, to Gunichesk,

Commander, ~s and Escorts, Ela.ck Sea was directed to
transfer 3 naval ferry barges of 7th Landing Flotilla and 2

naval ferry bar es of 1st Landin
;
Flotilla at once. This

order had already been issued on 4 Sej tember (see War Diary
6 September), The naval ferry barges are urgently required.
There are sufficient li -liters there, but the difficulty of
loading li hters compared with naval ferry barges is so much

ater that 3 any naval ferry barges aa possible should
be assemt ied,

Net Barrage Group, black Sea was ordered to carry out repairs
to tho outer barrage at Theodosia when the vessels had
completed the lifting of the net at Ana] a. They were then
to have repairs i >ne or they might lay the net off Sevastopol.

1000 The last Army forces and vessels left Mariupol, Barrages
were laid and blastings carried out as scheduled. The
harbor entrance has been blocked by training shij "Tovarich"
and bhe unfinished steamer "Trud". When the bast vessels
left, the west entrance ires blocked by a hulk which was left
for that purpose. The fisher r was blocked by
steamer "Grossneft", The harbor mole and the last useful
cranes were 1 las'! ed,

1155 The last formation passage from Mariupol to Berdyansk was
spotted by aiomj reconnaissance planes off Kossa Byelosaraika

:

fi ;htor escort was request, .

I63O Four boats of 1st Er-Boat Flotilla put >ut from Ivan Bab a for
operations in bhe Cape tdokopas area,

1745 Tw - ats put out from Constantza for Ivan Baba when they
had completed routine dockyard repairs.

CONFIDENTIAL
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U-b^at Sibuati en:

At 19 !0 U 9 '.'lit in to Gcnstantza from Sevastopol,
reports were received fr m the boats at sea.

m i-iesw ,/)in" Activity

:

Minesweeping planes searched, for ;round mines in the Danube

delta nnd Kerch Strait, No mines swept. Searches with
•bowed loop ;r;ar on route Green off Sevastopol brou ht no

results,

Vessels acting- as anti-mine escort searched for moored mines
in Kerch 3trc.it along bhc supply route bo Anapa without
result. Four boats of one Crimea roup swept for nines off
S rastopol.

Supply Traffic:

a, Kerch Strait: As scheduled,

1 , Ana] "•. cc nvi ys:

Convoy No, 32 ran as sche with 7 naval ferry barges
and anti-mine escort, •' •

c, Kerch-Tomriuk convoy No, 74 ran as scheduled with 4 naval
ferry t tr jes and 1 bug with 2 lighters. Convoy No, 73
ran as scheduled with 2 naval furry barges and 1 towing
vessel,

d, Sea of Az v:

At 1315 bhe .3 ansk-Kerch convoy put out from Berdyansk
with 2 naval

.
ainnery lighters, motor minesweepers R 30

and HA 52, 1 naval ferry bar e, 1 bowing vessel, 1 tug
and 2 lighters, -a Mariupol-Berdyansk convoy put in to

Berdyansk with 3 naval ;unnery lighters, 6 naval ferry
' rges, motor minesweeper RA 56, 2 mot r sailing vessels,

3 tugs, 4 lighters and 13 cutters.

At 1920 bhe last Mariupol^Berdyansk convoy put in to

v 'pansk: with 3 naval ;un; ery lighters, motor minesweeper
tU 54, 6 naval ferry barges, 1 bug, 1 cutter and 2 motor
minesweepers (RM), At 1530 bhe Berdyansk-Gonichcsk convoy
put out from Berdyansk with Harbor Defense Flotilla,
Genichesk with 3 boats and lo tr; nsport cutters,

e, Crimea convoys ran as scheduled. Some convoys in the
west rn --lack Sea were postp n I because of the weather,

11 September 1943

Simferopol -Hh^my Sibuaa ion:

Situation in - 'orossisk: While the enemy forces which
landed in th . s th rale tnd railraod y >• 5 rea were confined
to a narrow space, those in the north rn art of the harbor
extended their are-, f penetration nnd succeeded in establishing
land communication with the east,

3 raT.,ITf
"

"

: .-TICH - 39 -
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At OdOO Naval Port Commnnder, Novorossisk repor that
various landing attempts durin

;
the night had been repulsed

by concentrated fire of -11 ns in the well-lit ar
Lscovered that the 1st company of th< rt

Ln in its f rater ;sition. At 1200, Naval
Port Conn , N v ror.siok reported that, after softening

artillery, the terrain from thi_ west mole as far
as the cold-st 1- \:

' uildi g had been t in assualt,
Fi is still • in- on in the east harbor district.

.rt from the vessels which were already re I sunk on
10 t niber, a large rubber dighy was destroyed with its

crei .

Enemy att .cks in up to rital str^ a:- 11 ula

n bh r^st of the front at the Gotenkopf br:' .d,

it air reconnaissance reported 4 small vessels in "ohe are

off Ghol« .

'

. he tight 1 10/11 Se] t er, •

Dayli ht air reconnaissance in the Black Sea si no enemy
forces. Throe freighters werfc detected off the Turkish

st in he early hours . *nin . At about 0430 a

convoy jof 4 small coastal r : s, k motor unt ats and

8 M.T.1,3 heading lelenjik were Letecte . len bombs

were dropped, the vessels ut up an artificial smoke screen.

Three lar e and 10 small :re detected in Ko Bay.

rt from 2 motor gunboats
,
rocee j cours* b hi h

jed 23 miles southwest of Primorsko-Akhtari, no enemy
forcus 1 : . r e I at 0915

.

Ace to radio traffic, presumably 2 tor; i 1 ats were at

sc dvri
;
the night of 10/11 September, Incre 1

active . T.B.s and a all vessels was detec n the

area off the c st coast with f c Lnt off the northern
part and in '. f Azov luring the night of 10/11

. ber. ut the day sli -ht i . .11

vessels. rines let cted: 1 in the northwestern Black
Sea and another in an unidentifj dtion at sea. At 2350
1 submarine was 1 1 JO miles s mthwest rastopol,

nee of further submarines in the operational area
must be ex, ected.

:

06Z'0 'cats of 1st .- Flotilla put in to Ivan Baba from
lOOt1

, 111; for Cape Utrich

:c r nee with rders Admiral, Black Sea and

re, - 2050 to 2320, occ the patrol line. When
: up lurid >sitions off Cape I as was

reoeived (see rv 10 S er), the flotilla. left the

rol line at 2320 book up positions in air ri 1 square

8555 from 0110 to 0130. Pre Ly ata wer etected
on ou -, c: ise £ Li ;hts

.•he sea accurately where th

traffic was in the 9 ional area. Because of

rior -V- Lditions (thunderst r l, 1 cr $i

_
- 40 -



CON: CAL

11 r 1943

winds, squalls up to force 6) and 1 cause jf the swell,

return passage to Ivan - - tod at 0130 via lir

r 1 square 7564. It was im ossible to remain in the

lurki] • sitions any longer or to uso their wea ^. At

0.^30 the boats were detected y a recoi : plane.
From 0450, the boats were c mfciriuously attacked to 10

an fighters-bombers in air grid square 6517 which, in an

almost perpendicular Jive down bo 10 meters, machine-gunned
the 1 >ats with 3-4 cm, aois. Our anti-aircraft guns wore

unsuccessful because of bhe strong armor of the enemy planes.
Ineffective deflection of our 2 cm, shells was Dbservodi In
oho .first attack, 3 46 wis hit in oho smoke containers, hor
2 and 4' cm. 311ns her starboard en ;ine broke d id the

exhaust, oil, water and air sipes were destroyed by shells.
The navigator was killedj The enemy concentrated their
btacks n 3 46 ».nd iestrcyed the fresh water pipe to the

port engine; fi roke ut in oho main sngine room and
electric inst .Uati ns broke down. The center engine and

rt auxiliaries wore destroyed by shells. Further shells
destroyed the j rt on ;ine, so all i-he on ;ines were then sut

or irdor. In contim us new attacks, ! -th torpedoes were
hit in their tub s and e 1 . .

;1his explosion ! rbroyed
oho fpreship completely as for 3 . ihe '.other

ats 'ave fire prot . 1 an artificial smoke screen
and brJ 1 to t akc ...r survivors during the attack, 3 49
succeeded in t kin - /or all secret aterial and the crew
except' 2 aen wh . were' killed. The boat was then blaste and
scutt] '. \y firin ; 2 b r . - es, it 0540 she sank in

44 47«4''N, 35 59' -\ The whole crew was w u 1 i, 4 men
seriously, and 2 men were IdLlled, 3 72' s 2 cm. mm jammed
throu 'h overheating, i casualties aboard 3 25 or S 49.
The commander and crew of 3 46 behaved splendidly, The
fighter escort immediately requested appeared at 0^50 and

accompanied .ha formation for a short time.

1 Liaison Officer to 17th Army H.Q. was requested to
report this incident to Co ral, l'.'th irmy H,Q, as

ho had proposed the employment of the S-boats in the opera-
tional irer on oho evening of 10 September bed that
- oats could be sunk by planes, (Sei War Diary 10 September.)

These apparently unimportant foots (see War Diary 10 September)
were laid down in the War Diary to show how misleading in most
cases (if nut alw ys) the opini ns of hi her :rmy Officers
were concern n ;he t .ctical employment of naval forces and
consequently how fatally naval warfare might he affected
if at tines some vessels wore to be temporarily seconded
to higher c rada F bhe Army,

0745 Two naval ferry bar 3s nd ': c rabined operations boats put out
from Cemriuk to bhe north, ,s the boml ardment of one of our oases
on ats had b en reported. At 093''

the f rmation returj i it si hting the enemy, .'.cor', tr; to
an Army re prt^ the anemy shelled one of our positions with 100
r unds at 0730, but inflicted nc damage. When one of our shore
batteries returned the 'ire, the enemy made aff bo bhe northeast,
I hits were •.!. served^

£__ riAi
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pianos j at 0730 6 planes machine-gunned it at low lcvol and
at 1000 5 planes bombed and machine-gunned the boats* The

commander of naval gunnery lighter No, 1 was killed and 3 men
were wounded. All the vessels were hit by machine-gunfire
above and below the waterline. Our anti-aircraft guns were
unsuccessful. Naval Sir .re Commander, Ukraine reported that

the leakage of .the pontoons at the joint bolts was steadily
increasing on boar.! all the naval gunnery lighters each time
they went to sua. On 3.0 September despite calm weather
during outward passage, the pontoons of naval gunnery lighter
No, 1 filled with water, so that the vessel had to be towed
back by motor minesweeper RA 56. In such circumstances the

naval gunnery lighters would only be fit for restricted
orations and lengthy patrol would have to be carried out by

naval ferry barges.

1415 After putting in to Sevastopol, armed fishing vessels Nos, 8

. and 9 and D 9 which were ordered to examine the place of

anti-submarine operations on 10 September reported an oil
patch in 44° 39.6' N, 33° 27' E. Search gear hooked
slightly on the bottom. Depth charges resulted in a swell of

air bubbles, The place w a marked with a buoy. The
destruction of the submarine might still be possible.
Commander

f
Convoys and fecorts, Crimean Coast was ordered to

send out at once the 3 armed fishing vessels of 23rd
Submarine Chaser Flotilla, which were putting in to Sevastopol
for further anti-submarine operations at 0800 on 12 September,

At 1630 " submarine chasers N s, 2301, 2302 and 2306 were attacked
by 6 torpedo planes coming from west to southwest at an

altitude of 10 - 20 meters. The boats carried out anti-
submarine operations in line abreast, course 138°. The enemy
was recognized at a range of 4,000 meters and, at a range of

2,000 meters, obey opened fire. Then the planes spread and
four of them launch.;' 1

, their torpedoes which passed by at a

range of seme 600 meters astern. The >ther 2 pLanes tried to

attack th I ats from further off but could not launch their
torpedoes accurately because of the <pod defensive fire. The

torpedoes passe' 1 far from the boats. Hits were scored on the
last planes, but no plane was shot lown. The planes returned
the fire unsuccessfully. The enemy squadron made off to bhe
south. No damage .r casualties aboard out boats.

1754 Three naval ferry barges and motor . minesweeper M 56 put out
from Berdyansk', for roineloying operations as ordered. On his
own initiative, Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine aided 2 more
naval gunnery lighters as escorts. As a gale warning was
announce 1, Admiral, Black Sea recalled the naval gunnery
li hters it 1915 because they were not adequately seaworthy to

stand up to this operation. Upon request from liA 56 at 1945,
IIA 54 was sent ait tc moot Idle formation to fetch a man aboard
naval gunnery lighter No, 9 who had been injured .in .an accident.

1930 Two naval ferry barges and 10 combined operations boats put
out from Temriuk for patrol duty.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

11 September 1943

The air raids on the boats .f 1st E-Boat Flotilla which were
carried out with extraordinary dash and

,
;reat tactical skill

su :est British or American influence upon the Russian airmen,
but no propf is available* The commanders of bhe boats which
articipated in bhe perations in the Sea of Azov vlso re] rt 1

increasing intensity of air raids and improved accuracy of
ib aiming,

On 10 September, Berdyansk reported enemy penetrations at 2010,

2135 and 2200. One bomb was dropped. No damage was
irted. At 3-450 5 planes dropped 40 bombs :.n the harbor

-Astrict >f Yalta, No dan;. ;e. Our uiti-.-.iireraft ;uns were
not successful,

_ incsweeuin^ Activity;

Danube! After three covering runs, bhe operation by mine-
sweepirv; planes from Mile 150 t > Mile 175 was broken .ff

because of tlie weather. The Rumanian Air Roj ^rban
;
Service

reported the penetration of encr:iy planes over bhe Danube and
suspected minelayiu; botwu n Braila and Galatz, Tno Danube
was then clcsoa1 for shippin ; from Sulina as far as the Iron
Gate 1 ecause of suspected minelayin ;,

Sevastopol: The ;roup with tow I 1 >p -ear searched for ;round

mines off Sevastopol on route Green, no mines swept.

The Crimea ;r up was at sea on minesweepinp operations in
preparation f r minelayin^ off Sevastopol,

Kerch: Minesweepinp planes searched the southern entrance to
Kerch Strait for -round lines 24 tines. Nc mines were swept.
Search for moored mines in Kerch Strait and en the route to
Pcresyp (west '-f Temriuk) yiolded no results.

Supply Traffic

;

a, Kerch Strait: Ferry traffic ran as scheduled,

b, Anapa convoys:

At 1810 convoy No, S3 put out from ^eroh with 8 naval ferry
bar as and "nti~;nine sc._ rt. The convoy anchored >ff

ZheleZni fto ",

e. Kcrch-Temriuk convoys;

At 1910 conv 7 No. 75 put in :

1 iriuk with 2 naval ferry
. bar 'os, 1 tup ana 1 li hter. At 1305 convey Mo, 76 put

out from Kerch with 2 naval ferry barpes, 1 tu; and
1 li hter. The convoy anchored in Warsovka Bay,

\. Sen of Azov:

At 1210 the berdpansk-Kerch' c )nvoy put in t:. Kerch with 2

naval rjunnery li ;1 iters, meter minesweepers li. 30 and HA 52,
1 towin - vessel, 1 tu

;
and 2 lighters. The Gorrichesk-

Berdyansk convoy put in to he-rdyansk at 1700 with 3 naval
ferry barges. At 1S25 4 naval ferry bar es, 1 tu

,

1 li titer and 4 transport cutters put out from Berdyansk
for Gcnich.:sk.

C'..:fij:v.tial
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CONFIDENTIAL

12 September 1943

The followinc situation 'ir.se when contact was regained wil

the Nayy broops which had been surrounded by Russian forces:

On 10 r after softeninr up by artillery and launch:

of several torpedoes, the Russians attack d the Wavy bunker
system south of the torn with superior forces. When they h

pushed throu h this system, they surrounded the bunkers
ocoiipi bhe Navy, The soldiers" stuck bo their bunkers
rtnci until reli< • rts )f a mountain
infantry re n 12 3 ptember. The following vessels were
sunlr by naval forces in ; lai operation;

1 runbt-r.t, 1 M.T*B f and 5 landing craft. One landing craft
his ilre ly

; een re . rted as sunk. Many prisoners were also-

tak n. Gorman casualties: 13 dead, 7 men seriously wounded,
10 men si:*, htly i. I arid 35 men still missin •,

During the early morning hours of 12 September, ad ht reconn-
aissance reported 1 mot r minesweeper • ff Cape Pitsunda and
U snail unidentified vessels in Anapa area,

Dayli -ht air reconnaissance in the Black 3ea seriously
ir- ither. One nt shir.. ,f 5,000 tons was
si hted ff bhe Turkish coast 12 miles northwest of Sinope,

kt 0545 1 submarine was bombed without result 65 riles south
of Ca c Sarich. At 0525 2 c istal vessels were bombed 5

i iles rthwest if Ghelenjikj one believed to be sunk. The
sinking could not be observed because >f strong anti-aircraft
and fi ;hter lefenses,

Acoordin,: t. radio inference, the torpedoboats which wore
already re; orted yesterday were still at sea. At 1800
1 t> r . s locate in the area between Ghelenjik and
Anapa, One : r ne was ietectod south of Sevastopol,
Furt) er s Lnes must " e ex; ected bo U at so- , No reverts
were .received from the Sea of Aiaov, The number of enemy
ships in port was not reported.

Own Sd-tuation:

0515 The vessels an loyed on coastal defense iuty put in to Temriuk,
Nothin to report.

0720 Motor minesweeper RA 56 arid 3 naval ferry barges
:

;ut in to
Berdyansk from their rainelaying operation. Minus were laid
as schedule '. thin;- tc rep rt.

Weather forecast (Simferopol 0930):

fUupat ria - Novor 3sisk: W winds, labor NW, force 5-6,
vercast, sh wers, visibility 10 miles,

a- of .'.z'.v: 3 - 3 s, force 3 - 4/ overcast.' showers,
visibility 10 mil- .
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wing -boai flotillas we ?d.

"1 Sh r, Ukraine was orde] . atch 2 n-.

gunnery li ;hters and an ambulance naval ferry bar;e with the
^ to Kerch, possibly via

nichesk.

Commander, Nav I Sunnery Detachment 61

.

val
r~ C. p, Ukraine is atch 3rd ttery,

Gunnery Detachment 614 immediately t Genichesk. er

rial rders will f . ander, 1 Gunnery
Dot it 614 wis also ..:> ctcd be ton ] 1 pj

;hment of no 15 en, battery, one 7.5 cm, bery and one

10 3 . attery to support the Army. Infantry r t : 3 .. ill
be detailed- fr f Naval rt C r, i riupol. The
Army will

'

• su] -ted when jrdj as] larl .r is given
y of the 15 " . ittcry and its slight

3d isid ration 1 . bactic - inning
is done. I be contac _ . with tho Army in
viow :-f the - 1 yment 1 f bheso batteries. Naval

3r, Ukr ] was direct : lis se naval amncry
lighters < and naval ferry . else tc

tho c ast frcm ni htfall until dawn Wust . f our own frontline
".5 far ".3 t " u] ermit,

.
, ^he

4 naval oinnery li ht^rs and '. n ral f .-• •;/ 1 still at the

disposal . Shore 'J m r, Ukraine should ' e empl y ..

Plans ) ust laily until 1300. 1st Air Cor -

s

re orted that the 15 I«MB mines whic r requested for mine-
on " in Ai placed at th 1 -f the

Navy. 1st .-.. pps w re lesteel to allocate 10 more LMB
nriuk hart r. very in Kerch on

14 Se] tember woil

1930 Twc 1 ferry bar 03 put »ut from Temriuk for atrol -luty.

At 2145, after p ait 3c ions boats

procec 1 to tho roads and re 3ady fo:

aiemy air rai a bhr u ;h ut the day.

No . r :

' "••* r receiv fr ur U-boats,

":njv: c : a - Activity;

planes search I for 1 . - 3. No

ines swept.

•ch Strait: The ;roup with towed lc r in skid ;ear

irehed for round mines, T] swept bhe r

an " ^ n " r a] . 1 s, ties w 3re swej t.

Tho anti-mine escort f an Anapa convoy s_

'nines n bhe supply route to Ana] a and >n the 7 -r.-J.r.

ute. No mines wcr :

.

traffic:

a. Kerch Strait: C nvoys ran as sch
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b, Anapa convoys:

Convoy No. S3 ran as scheduled with 8 nival ferry barges

and' anti-mine escort,' At 2100 convoy No. 84 put out from

K^rch with 8 naval ferry bar ;^s and anti-mine escort,

c

,

Kerch-Temriuk

:

Convoy No. 76 ran as scheduled with 2 naval ferry barges,
1 tug and 1 li -hter. At 1725 convoy No. 77 put out from
Kerch with 2 na/al ferry barges, 1 tug and 1 li irbor and

anchored in 'iarsovka Bay,

d, Sea of A250V:

At 2030 the Rerdyansk-Gonichesk convoy put in 'bo Guiichesk
with 4 naval ferry barges, 1 tug, 1 li liter and 2 transport
cutters. Two transport cutters of this convoy disappeared
and a serrch is now in pro ;ress. At 2400 the Berdyansk**

Gonichesk convoy put out from Berdyansk with 4 naval ferry
bar' 'es

.

e, Crimea convoys and convoys in the western Black Sea were
postponed for 24 hours because of the weather.

13 September 1943

Simferopol anomy Situation:

In bhe Novorossisk area the enemy captured half of the eastern
part of Mcfodievski,

Naval Port Commander, Novorossisk reported in detail:

Throughout the night of 12/13 Soptomber, the enemy repeatedly
shelled the harbor district and town of Novorossisk-South,
There was bitter fighting at the site at the east harbor.
The jroup of forces encircle' there comprising 1st puard
company of Naval Port Commander, Novorossisk was not relieved.
The section of the west mole as far as the cold-storape
building was defended by the Navy and mountain infantrymen.
At 0700 on 13 September, Naval Port Commander, Novorossisk
transmitted the following summary of the Navy's successes:

Ships sunk, set afire and stalled by shelling: 1 patrol
vessel, 1 amboat, 2 b.T.B.s, 7 landing boats and 2 rubber
dinghies. The ships sunk by 1st company have not yet boon
listed, At 1900 repeated bombardment of Novoressisk-South
w/as reported and fighting in the eastern part of bho harbor
which is still . oairi : on. The. task- force with 1st company of
Naval Port Commander was still surrounded by the enemy. On
other Army frontlines, several enemy shock detachments were
repulsed. In variable visibility, daylight air reconn-
aissance in the Black Sea sighted no enemy forces. There x^as

lerate traffic of freighters off the Turkish coast. The
Caucasus coast was reconnoitered as far .as Batum and 30 km,

out bo sea, No shippin . The battleship was lying off Poti
as usual. Continuous lively activity of boats was detected

[DEI ''TAP
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they will be at the disposal of Naval Sh re Commander,

Caucasus for disposition in patrol line for aerial minelaying
observation. Upon' special request from Army Group a, Naval

mand ;r, Ukraine was directed to dispatch to Gcnichesk
at 'nee bhe entire personnel] .f Naval P( rt Commanders,
Mariupol and Berdyansk and the water police with the exception
of the men of Naval Control Service Officer employed in the

west under the leadership of Lieutenant Commander Haecker,
Troops already transferred to Nikolaiev should be browjht
b ck to the Haecker detachment, Coramarider Haecker should
th .n place his forces at the disposal of the local defense
officer for infantry fitting in Genichesk. 2nd Battery,
Naval Gunnery Detachment 614 should at .nee be sunt t.

Genichesk under bhe command of Lieutenant Commander Werner.
At present 4th Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 614 (10 era.

guns.) will remain tc Fend Berdyansk harbor and then, with
the withdrawal, will be subordinate 1 be jth Army H.Q. With
the aid of requisitioned bractors, ]st Battery, Naval Gunnery
Detachment 614 should >e Drought into field positions in
Genichesk.

1420 'Three submarine chasers of 23rd Submarine Chaser Flotilla put
out fr ! vastopol for onti-sulimarine operations in the area
south of Cape Sarich, At 1610 G immander, 23rd Submarine

• Chaser Flotilla reported bhat, lespite ood listening
conditions, no locations-had been btained at the probable
place of sinking of the enemy submarine on 11/12 September,

1615 Motor mines r RA 5o reported unidentified vessels 20 miles
southwest of Berdyansk which, on si -hting, made off to the
northeast at hi /h speed.

Investigation of Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine revealed that
these were our >wn vessels (2 naval ferry barges and 1 tu -)

which were on passage from Genichesk to Bor.'yansk,

1941. Harbor Defense Flotilla, remriuk reported that the flotilla
could not put out fro patrol duty because F bhe weather
(NE winds, force 4-5, sea 3 - 4).

It was plannc- 1 t< smploy 5 -oats of 1st E-Boat Flotilla off
Oseraika valley, Cn account of the weather, tho operation
had tc be ?,1 an ". nod,

Tlic lanployment f E-L ats c'ur'o
;
the present bri ht moonlit

ni hts would entail ;';reat Ian ;er in view of tho increasing
snomy air activity. Nevertheless^ n account of the
situation at bhe ftovorossisk frontlines, operations were
lanned as s n as the weather would allow bhe boats' to sail

! use their armament.

U»-boat Situation;

When all the non-*coirurassioned officers, crews and officers -.f

_

the Italian CBr-Flotilla, Sevastopol had declared their loyalty,
further employment of the flotilla was lanned under Italian
colors, ith oreyed this lecision. The! ats wore

C KFIDE TiAL
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1 tup, 2 lifters and 1 motor sailing vessel put cut fr

Berdyansk for Genichesk; At 1145 2 naval unnery lighters, 2

motor minesweepers (RA), 5 harbor defense boats and 1 lighter
put ut fr an Berdyansk for Genichesk*

e, Crimea convoys and convoys in the western Black Sea r n.n as

scheduled,

14 September 1943

Simferopol Enemy Situation;

Situation in Novorossisk: The Russian attack in the eastern
part >f Mefodievski is gaining ground. Enemy attacks n this

suburb east >f Novorossisk were expected to continue be

!:ain shielding c ver from Novorossisk in bhe future. Naval
Port Commander. Nuvurossisk reported in detail:

In the forenoon, c >ntact was regained with the 1st -ir.r 1

company of Naval Port Commander by an Army formation. On
10 September, Lieutenant Lorenz (Naval Gunnery, Reserve) was

killed in acti <n. In the attack on 10 Septeml er, the
,

;un

squat >f maohine- uns on the moles held out to their last
cartridges in their bunkers and then retreated in close combat
vdth open bayonets t house No, 17 ".hero they entrenched.
During the ni ;ht of 13/14 September, there were continuous
lew-level rai Is and sudden firing n the town and harbor area
:.f o r r ssisk.

The bravery of the forces of Naval Port Ccmmander was
particularly acknowled jed by Common ler, Re :iment 223. The

infantry assault badge - was awarded to Naval Port Commander
and 9 men by C mmander, M untain Infantry Regiment 91. The

withdrawal of Naval Port Commander from N< srorossisk was
ordered for 1900 on 15 September,

On the rest jf the Kuban front, stron ; enemy attacks with tank
support were repulsed with high casualties for the enemy.

Night air reconnaissance on the night f 13/14 er

reported 3 M.T.B.s and 2 landing craft iff the beachhead. At
0120 the K.T.B.s were I nbed and o.chinc- gunned. Apart from
1 medium voosv I lying stooped fi' Tuapse, no further vessels
were detected. The Caucasus c- ast was completely reconnoi-
tero \ up to Sochi as far as 80 km, out to s,:a.

art from 1 submarine which was unsuccessfully attacked with •

iepth charges by n BV 133 10 miles s,»uth .f Khersonese, day-
light air reconnaissance detected no enemy shipping in the
entire Black So:, According t. a report from Naval Port
Commander, Sev stopol, this submarine was probably sighted at

0945 by German anti-aircraft forces 12 miles southwest :f

Co: )o Khersonese,

According to radio inference no large vessels wore at sea.
Liverly activity of small vessels with focal print off the
northern part f the east coast continued. Several patrol

C vTPff'TIAL

SJL'CtiaT^ /oPoPJLTION - 53 -



14 r 1943

33els t. were d in the £ v.

Su mar t c '

:

1 in tho n rthwestern 3. is far
as th^ C: xn c \st, 2 in the s uthwostcrn Bl- . find

2 .n roturn passa re in the caste ack 3e .

:

0727 with a f ike was t chine- gunned
by 7 138 1C 5 nth 1 Khersonese, 3 sr,

23r irinc Chaser Flotilla was sent ..ut t

pursue the rine vith 3 armed fishing vessels.
BV 138 bi ;hu si -hti. ? rt tc tho s rine

chas Lch were rder t return to Sev st 1 if - Ld

not -_t n
' a rin ': by 13C0.

r e- st ( i v 1 0930):

ria - /or ~sisk -.: v; rids, force 3-4,
se 1 in the a, at ni ivt E winds, force 3-4, fair,
visil ility 15 miles,

1st B-F at Flotil r re t iispose 3 is in the
patrol lj _

' jtween Cape Utrich Nok and Oseraika valley durin
;

the ni ht of 14/15 . Distance fror; the coast 5

5 - & . The bv^ats should st 'in the patrol
li sli ;ht . pees should be i at

Mice Mid sh >ul I _ e itacke ace rdii the s: ; n.

;ht y sneray naval f rces combined with landii
;

11s must oe sxpected in the Oseraika valley -.re-, as

far as . rd assa^e via route 3r:vm as far as

point 17, from th irect c urse for the patr 1 line v/hich

should cu i 1 at 2200. Th.. boats should put out for
at jak. Anti-submarine operations penaitt« .

The flotil] s inf rm at U 18 was a\ return passa e to

the west :n 44° N. She vail be off Th }ia n 15 ;r.
1" authorities will be . Naval - - unicati ns

Of':- r, will : . - arts from coastal
authorities n the Azov frequency. Naval iions Officer,
Kerch will scotch tc the ~.~". \t frequency t„ pass on th r rts

to th - its.

3 mine! -7-:'--
\ '- tion off Sevastopol has been post] .:.

for 24 h_urs t. tl svenin." f 15 September because ". mine
t in the 5 »uthwestern curnor if. the enemy

when it was choc! . in. An ther ex tion .f this area
see 9 .. cossarj .

180C Three 1 its f 1st - : PI tilla put >ut from Ivan - for
the patrol 1 ween Oseraika vlley.

1830 Thr e nav; 1 xinnerj'' li hters vut . ut fr 10 rdyansk for the
at 1 line st :' : : nsk.

- "t Situ .:

U 1 .
• n r .turn passa I sia with a seriously ill

-'
'
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U 20 roportecl readiness for lo September and was trdered to
put 'ut at 1400 on that day via the open sea rt ute for mine-
laying rations >ff I '.'ti, alternatively ff Ochcmchiri,
where 9 TMB should bo laid,

The Italian Midget Submarine Flotilla reported CB 1 and CB 6

ready for operation on 15 Se] tembor
r

The submarines were
ordered to carry out anti-submarine operations between Sarich
and Yalta south :.f the Crimean coast.

Enemy Air one 1

S''.,ro Battery Activity:

At 1645 2 bombers bombed and machine-gunned motor minesweeper
Fla 56 which was n passage from Crenichesk to Berdyansk, No
dama ;e.

At 1755 4 enemy planes raided Berdyansk harbor. It was
u-'.chlne~:omned and several bombs wore dropped. Our anti-
aircraft rains were not successful.

At 0645 Anapa harbor was rai lodj 8 men were sli htly wounded.
3 of then belonged bo the Navy, Slight damage. Ten IL 2

planes dropped some IB - 20 bombs achine—gunned the
harbor and the ships lyin

;
bhere, Anti-aircraft uns shot

down 1 plane*. From 105S t 1106 DB 7 planes again attacked '

Ana,) 1 harbor. They dive-bombed, dropping some 20 - 25 bombs,
and machine*- ginned the area. No lamp. ;e

f
One B3 7 was shot

1 wn by anti-aircraft puns,

Mineswee] d n-
; :

^ct iyi bgi

Mineswoeping planes searched for ground mines in the Danube,
No mines were swept,

Ochakov: 2 mineswoej ing planes swept 1 'round mine in water
2 meters deep south of Ochakov.

Sevastopol: When continuing mincs.weeping off Sevastopol, the
Crimea ;roup swept 1 mine,

Kerch: FZ-boats and minesweeping planes c ntinued mine-
sweeping in Kerch Strait as scheduled, Nc mines s\-j^\ t.

Supply Traffic :

a, Kerch Strait: C tivoys ran is scheduled,

b, Ana: a c nv ys:

Convoy No, 185 ran as schedule;! with B naval ferry barges
and anti-mine escort. At 2115 Anapa convoy No, 1S6 put

it fr m Kerch with B naval ferry barges and anti-mine
escort.,

c, Kerch-Tonriuk convoys

i

At 130C c nvoy No. 77 put in t - Temriuk with 3 naval ferry
bar ;es, 1 towiny ves ;el, 1 bu ., 2 li liters and 3 fishing
smacks. At 1715 convoy N . 78 put ut from Kerch with
1 naval ferry bar ;e, 1 tu

; and 1 li jhter. The convoy
anchored in Warsovka Bay.
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At 1315 3 n&vxL ferry bar es, 2 navl -unnery 11 t.ters,

3 her1 r lefenee '. ate antl 3 trans- ort cutters put >ut :'

Genichesk for Kerch. The -.y.nsk- ran
as aled with ? naval ferry bar .s, 1 tu ,1 I r

iressyl -n! 4 transp rt cutters. At 1915 2 naval
tarry s put ?n t. Gunichcsk fr -onsk. At 06^5
2 naval few; s put in t Berdyansk fr m Genichesk.
At 1945 motor ninesw pers tlA 54 and ... 56 -;ut in t

rdyansk from Genichesk, ..t 1800 1 naval f jrry ' up

and l - tu • put out fr aichesk. At 1335 1 naval furry
' or -c, 1 naval tor, 1 tu li .tors put
ut fr - Berdyansk f r Genichesk,

. . Crimea cenv ys :: c nvjys in the western Black ran as

schc iule

15 r 1943

Sirrfcr - vl 'Zr.i:.:
r Situati'

•oceive^ fr t rossisk t. lay. Air recenn-
aissai 2 ht f lk/15 3 - er r rt ! 1 tow
envy, c ur '

. . . , ., ic astal vessels ly:

.

st ff Ghelenjik n 12 its the I ;achhead. At 2112
-n 14 Se . t-.-;. r, 1 au rine , c ursc north, 45
lea s - 1 f SevastP] 61,

There was n . sy :'.~
r. ; traffic in the Black 3~a .y;

At 0336 2 minesweepers were s ut fr

: ura 3 uth,

0310 1 motor : at was iotected ;n 2. northeasterly c urse
l r miles northwest f ichuevski in the Sea .-f Az v.

Only fur/; S3 w itered n bh Caucasus : at. The

following sv : ly 1 hart r at 0L<3% according t.

on 1 weeper, 3 M,T. ,s, 5 motor -un-

ats, 1 fr^i titer Df 1,500 tuns, 7 coastal vess Is totalin -

1,8CC t ns, 3 3.

t th rt.3 n th s uth Azov c ast were partially
reconnoit red* t rt.

2040 the position f 3 unidentifi vessels was trans
t 2 enemy .T.B.s in the An 3 irea. Presumably, these were
our E-b ate Ln the atrol li;... rhe anti-submarine operations
which wjiv carric the Air F rce iur bh t .f

14/15 leufcer oJ the Crimean c est brou ht no

result

.

t service lot ctcd n lav aels at sea.

There w g . rate activity f suall vessels ff bhc n-.rtaern

t c;.ntr'.l parts f at c ast, sli ht acti - ff the

s ; -t, Some small vessels we • ietecte^ in the

arin • the ni ht f 14/15 Sept ' or.
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Submarines detected: 2 in unidenbified positions at sea.

Strong enemy attacks continued at the Kuban bridgehead. They

were repulsed with high casualties for the enemy.

Own Situation;

0400 Three boats f 1st E-Boat Flotilla put in to Anapa from '.he

:,rol line between Utrich Rok and Oseraika valley. iJothing

i si'- ht ed in bri ;ht m oali ;h c

.

0430 Three naval gunnery lighters put in to Berdyansk from the

patrol line east of Berdyansk, Nothing to report,

0545 Two naval ferry barges and 8 combined operations boats put in

to Tempiuk from patrol duty. Nothing to r port,

ither forecast (Simferopol 093c):

Eupatoria - bovorossisk and 3e of Azov: NE winds, force 2-3,
sea wind i.n the afternoon, fair, visibility 20 ailes, morning
haze on the coast,

1st E-Boat Flotilla was ordered to dispose 3 boats in the

patrol line- 1 etween Gape bferich nd Oseraika valley during
the ni ht of 15/16 September* Distance from the coast 10

miles. The flotilla should put in 00 Anapa at dawn. Anti-

submarine operations were permitted.

During th , night of 15/l6 September, 11th E-Boat Flotilla is

to occupy the patrol line between Maria \ta ;dalona Bank and

Anapa. Distance from the coast 8 miles. The boats should

put out from Theodosia bo arrive in the patrol lino at 2000,

The boats should put i.n to Anapa at dawn on Id September,
Outward passage virs route Brown as far as point 17, then
directly to the - aarol line. 1st and 11th E~Boat Flotillas
wore informed of both operational plans. Coastal authorities
and bhe Anapa convoy duo to run durin the night of 15/16

j tember were also inform ;

.

This defensive operation o E-boat flotilla in the patrol
line off the north Caucasus coast meets bhe demand of 17th
..rmy H.Q. who were meeting more incensiva; landing attempts
in the rear of our frontline once the enemy knew of our
proposed withdrawal, I plan bo employ bhe E-boat flotilla to

defend th.. Caucasus coast during the critical clays of the
retroat.

On 14 September^ ^'aval Shore Commander, Ukraine was directed
to employ laden naval ferry b^.r ;-.s also in the patrol line off
Berdyansk if there were no empty barges available and naval
•omnory li liters could not be employed because of the weather.

1715 Submarine chasers "Xanten" and Nos, 2304, 2,05, 2306, 2301 and
2302 nut out from Sevastopol for anti-submarine operations in
th ; area northwest of Sevastopol,

' ;dIDba?IAB
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irgescu" put out from ^cv^stopol for

th n off Sovr.st I

.
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CONFIDENTIAL

15 Se] bend er 1943

At 2045 and again at 2320 on 14 September, 1 enemy piano flew
over Berdyansk without bombing, At 0200 1 enemy plane
bombed the town, No damage was reported. At 0345 2 enemy
planes dropped phosphorus incendiary bombs over Kerch,

damage was reported,

At, 1300 Senaya wis attr.oked by 3 waves of 8 bombers each

escorted by 7 fijhters at an altitude of 3,000 meters. About
120 bombs were dropped, A direct hit dostroyoi pier Mo, 1 on
the head piece of the traverse pier. It might still be

usable, but berths for 3 li "liters were destroyed. Two
lighters, each 800 tons, exploded and becau© total losses.
The first one wrs loaded with 400 tons of ammunition and sank
at bhu seaward side of pier No. 1, the second with 120 tons of
ammunition at the southern side of pier' No, 1, Another
lighter was damaged ihd set on fire. Presumably, the latter
could be refloated when her c r ;o was unloaded. One Siebol
ferry was slightly damaged, serious damage was inflicted to
the building >f Naval Harbor Faster, Sea Transportation
Ofdice, the radio station and the signal station. One nan
was oeriousl.v wounded md o men"'werc slightly wounded, Our
anti-aircraft guns were not successful.

The need for prot ction at the loading places in Kerch Strait
wis pointed out to bhe Army and Air Force. For instance,
anti-aircraft defense in Senaya at present consists of one
S,S cm. battery with 6 runs and 24 2 era, -loins, 3 of them
quadruple- guns. However, when raids are made at high
altitudes, the light anti-aircraft -uns cannot be employed.
In the attack against Senaya, fighter defenses only appeared
after bho attack.

:-iinesyree pin : Acti vity;^

•in - planes s^archo :

f. ^r ;r.>und mines in Kerch Strait
and bhe Danube, - 1

: ne3 swept. In -, reparation for the
minelay.an; oporati >n off Sevastopol, 10 boat 3 of 3rd Motor
Minesweeper Flotilla were employed on minesweoping. No
mines were swept.

The ;roup with skid :ear and towed loop gear swept Kerch Strait
for mines as scheduled, J.

1 Lnes swept;

The anti-tone escort searched for moori. I -dnes on the supply
route to Anapa, F ies swept,

Sup;ay Traffic:

a, Kerch Strait:

Duo bo delayed unloading in Kerch, bhere wis a drop in
performance. The delay was caused by lack of trucks and

ds wagons. Thus ferry traffic was reduced Lt bhe
le tonnage available. Army Group A and Kant 5&7

were informed bhat 6 lighters md 1 freight towing vessel
were lyin waiting in Kerch roads to bo unloaded.
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CONFIDENTIAL COPY

I aval Port Commander, ^ovorossislc Novor :>ssisk

14 September 1943<

Action abport

a, Plan of the dtussian landin • ;,. ..• , ion (10 September 1?43)

After l| hours of intense bombardment of the town and larbor

district C I vorossisk, enemy forces began to land in Novorossisk

at 0.315 on 10 Sept - s me 50 landing boats which vsore

protected by 1 torpedoboat, some juriboats, pabrol vessels and a

large nuniber of h.T.B.s. The landing was part of a large-scale

operation planned to cut off Novorossisk and to extend the beach-»

head. 3>.ndings in Stanitaa and in the area of the main line of

defense were connected with this landing operation in Novorossisk,

At first, the enemy landed in groups on the west mole and on the

U-boat mole to the south; later they landed at the power station,

in the area of the eold»-storage house and at the same time on all

the jetties at the apeas of th harbor basin. 2,000 Russians

equipped with a large number of light and heavy mortars, anti-tank

weapons and tommyvtguns are estimated t- have landed at Novorossisk.

Daring the ni dab of 10/11 September, bhe enemy landing forces were
reinforced and supplied with ammunition.

b, Plan ..f defense

Only the forces and armament of Naval Port Commander, Novorcssislc

were at first avail' le for defense against the landing operation.

There were the following weapons: 7 2 en. .anti-aircraft juris,

type 38, 11 heavy machine-guns and 27 light machine-guns. On the
day of bhe landing the combat strength in personnel amounted to:

3 officers,

3 warrant o,,

18 non-fCommissioneJ officers and about 220 men.

officers,

The harbor basin is oval and 3 km, long with nany jetties and piers
to defend. The battlefield directly adjacent the harbor where the
installations had t be set up in depth made defense difficult
owing to tall arass and bushes an bed buildings which pave no
clear range. Both 73rd Infantry Division and 4th Mountain
Division knew that the weak defense forces cf Naval Pert Commander,
Novorossisk would - nly be able to repulse minor enemy operations
and rivo restricted resistance in heavier attaches. After repeated
requests, a battalion of mountain infantry was transferred to

xrossisk and placed at my disposal as a reserve on the evening
of 9 September, b few h urs before the attack, the battalion was
guided into position.

A few days before the landing, the entire defense system had to be
reorganize lausc of the withdrawal of an infantry battalion which
was charged with the defense cf one harbor district and the trans-
fer of responsibility for the harbor t . 1 Port C. 1 er,

Novorossisk alone, fhe previous defenses could nly be used in a

restricted manner ' ecau.se there wore 2 suctions now unoccupied:
ne of the:.: was a probable focal point and yet hod no defense in

th

.

-

. 'lurnTlAI

SECURITY : FOt AT3 - 61 -



c ii :&

..fter the reor r } for qi ick
art of str . nly 1 mac .--_. w s put

rs of eu .- of 2nd
clear data can bo apLven concerning the

sec be at the east hart r.

c. C ui 3
. ihe ifeng _; :'ic -..•it'.: > . 2r..'. c ~ r ~.ny

The artiHer «e 'which tjjan suddenly with all ons u 33d
:kly c uld only be taken as ;he i'Jrst phase ^>£ the attack*

srefore, with v.: waitiu : for ai », I ordt .le

readiness even during this softenin -a ry. .s the eneny
srept up, al] 1 sit] ns v;cru in full strenHh

and the assault reserve troops L j rt ' .re
ready ir: p quarters* Hie fact tint iurin t . period of
art y fire all telephone c team tions : : - s and
ur own c ids were : „3ta -

. . i icult t. ihe

lot lef . .- 10 and 11 -

radio ooramunic th Battl . . . - . nt Ice ur
only contact, "/hen trie regiment was withdrawn, this line went t

= Df clear- .he

fiqhtin '. Until this was ., I j the
l.i.-ht of my -\m. tactical c s '. r ti ns. As they - in t

sskay , the >untere

.r of the lit. - vy machine-
re c •

:. una sank .a Bet n 1 :'

!

the foil isels:

1 1,

• - • • >

2 3

2 -.

Several
casualties am he tr s on 1 ird, s. that tl ff and

att-^ to escape t Lk. Some £ ed
in rr ire f ie artillery and sunk.

All th 1 ne- un crews r Lne . in
J ir fir' . .. as loi

as their ammunition s held ou situation
-he machi - 3 inst Ho ". ~n the moles

to the rescu tl out - as they caul ; stand up to
the enemy superiority i: -s, jir t ittle instructions we

:. every attest] : t rev nt

Lolly to pre • jpth. 13 inks

Is heroic resistance a 1 qy far suj - ber, t

eno t sue-:' vorossisk and ess j Lsh

cent: ct with 1 ~ . ae

- uns or ht .. -t an n.aiy 20 t: 1

. With s :.- a : ti ns, .
- n crews

continued fi htinj xv'ith hand- xen - j last
cartrid :os ha '.. then withdrew unier cover . i' t

,.:._ utflai ns at

les. sre kill cl sc com! at on ti

:. The .1 nii; ;ed in thg sec: th^ v le

-stora^ : v_ rttalions arriv

J - . .T

- 62"-



CONFIDENTIAL

Because supplies t> the enem n bhe west ra lc h U—t : t mole
were completely cut off, one a struction se i rces could only

be a matter of lays. Near the c< Id-storage building, the enemy
suee ._:..! in penetrating into wur rear zone of defense and in
cutting off the entir platoon of the 2nd company which was
ofending that area. According to my information to date, the

plat .-*n leader, P.O. 1st class ru (Nav 1 Gunnery), must -^e blamed
for this breakthrough. He left his oicirclod a and lid not
contact it again until he reached Anapa. Group of biiis platoon,
now on their own and - ut leader, foughfchard and escaped from
their encircle 1 position. Thej at once reported for duty,

Throu ;h this penetration near bhe cold-storage building, the 4th

platoon and the entire 1st company were able tc break through the
fense ring. The le ider i f bhe 4th platoon with the survivors

succeeded in penetrating the double ;neray line without casualties
and fought their way bhrough to my Battli [, .

The enemy was then cut fi by the soldiers .f the naval port
commander, reinforced by bhe new reserve battalion. After moving
into assembly positions, we began to counter—attack immediately in
.11 landing areas. On the west mole we succeeded in recapturing
3 bunkers in the first attack, Str n

;
enemy fire from oho U-boat

mole forced us to al i
b. ank rs again until the i le was

ed up. The counter-attack a ainst bhe U-boat mole was a joint
Army and Navy action. In bho third ittack after fierce fighting,
the enemy forci a wore destrosr d. The number jx prisoners and dead
revoal^d that our own weak forces had pposed a tfell-^armed

1 attalioh, if n t a larger forci . Lbout 130 men were t.aken

prisoner, Enemy casualties amounted t i many times this number.
Our own losses were moderate, amounting to:

10 dead,

19 men missing,
3 men seriously wounded,

10 men slightly wounded.

The forces of the Navy which fou ht under my command wore stubborn
and courageous, Coimi nder, Mountain tie imont 91 revue roe. 1 me to
express his ppr eiation to those m n in my command.

The following we; oris were lost throu h cnerjy action:

5 ho • ihine- uns,
2 li.. :ht machine-guns,
3 2 cm. nti*-aircraft ;uns wea t out of action
by barrel prematur s,

The uns were salvaged under heavy enemy fire.

When the U-b iat le'was m up, the battle against the west
mole wis resumed but, t avoi further loss s, was suspended again
on 12 September by orders >f Re ;iment 91, The enemy troops which
landed there will oo c mpelled b surrender in any case for want of
water and supplies.

The enemy r up whic! near the cold-storage building was
attacked and annihilati :1 I v the reserve battalion,

(Signed) Hossfel ..

C '
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CONFIDENTIAL

16 September, 1943

Simferopol

Enemy Situation :

0030 On the night of 15/16 September, air
reconnaissance reported 10 small vessels
proceeding between Ghelenjik and the beach-

0047 head in both directions and 1 submarine 15
miles north of Kala Burnu*

No shipping was identified by day in the
Black Sea. 3 steamers, one of them carrying
troops, were sighted on various courses off

0450 the Turkish coast. A Russian convoy of 1

merchant vessel of 800 tons, 2 coastal vessels
and 4-5 boats was sighted 3 miles north of
Ghelenjik on a southerly course.

No shipping was identified In the Sea of Azov.
The number of enemy ships in the ^5orts on the
south coast was approximately the' same.

No large ships at sea according to the radio
picture. Lively activity of small vessels
during the night and moderate to slight
activity by day off the northern and central
parts of the east coast.

Submarines detected: 2 in the Crimean area as
far as the northwestern Black Sea, 2 in the
eastern Black Sea and 2 in unidentified
positions

.

According to radio traffic, there was lively
air activity west and east of the Crimea in
the morning and afternoon. 4 bombers and 2
reconnaissance planes were intercepted in
radio Intercommunication and communication
with ground stations.

Our forces withdrew as scheduled at the bridge-
head. In the central sector the enemy pursued
them with strong tank formations, but in the
other sector their advance was hesitating.
On the evening of 15 September, Berdyansk was
evacuated according to plan. Mines were laid
in the harbor and all harbor installations
were destroyed. The last vessels which
remained there, 1 naval gunnery lighter and
1 naval ferry barge, put out for Genichesk at
2200 on 15 September.

Own Situation :

On 15 September, when Novorossisk had been
evacuated as scheduled, Naval Port Commander,

CONFIDENTIAL -1-

3ECURITY INFORMATION 64



:o::f:dential

Novorossisk went to Anapa, boarding a
returning Anapa convoy for Kerch on 16
September. His temporary station wes
to be Theodosia.

This place was chosen because Army Group
A had more than once asked Admiral, Black
Sea to reinforce the land forces in Theodosia,
if at all possible, in view of the lack of
troops there at present 8nd the acute danger
of landing operations.

At about 2100 on 15 September, some of the
crew of a Rumanian tug observed an unidentified
plane flying at an altitude of 100 meters
over the Dnieper estuary. As it was seen
dropping objects into the water, minelaying
is suspected.

During the night of 15/16 September, the
minelaying operation off Sevastopol (mine-
field section S 48) was carried out according
to plan.

0430 3 boats of the 1st E-Boat Flotilla put in
tc Anapa from the patrol line. Enemy not
sighted. Sailing close to the coast, the
boats were caught by Russian searchlights
and then fired at unsuccessfully by a Russian
reconnaissance plane.

0440 2 boats of the 11th E-Boat Flotilla put
in to Anapa from the patrol line south of
the Teman coast. Enemy net sighted.

0515 2 naval ferry barges and 9 combined
operations boats put in to Temriuk from
coastal defense duties. Nothing to report
except lively air activity during the night.

0700 Submarine chasers Nos. 2302 and 2301 located
a submarine in 45° 05.5 » N, 33° 16.4' E.
After depth charges had been dropped, oil,
wreckage and a dead dog appeared on the
surface. In passing over the spot with a

search line, no wreck was found. No further
locations

.

1150 The flotilla commander witb submarine
chasers Nos. 2304 and 2305 joined Nos. 2301
and 2302; at 1217 a new locetion was obtained
in 45° 05.5' N, 33° 14.8' E. After three
attacks, in jach of which 5 depth charges
were dropped, a small oil patch appeared and
en old life-belt covered with shells and
marked "St. Etienne, Marseille" floated up.
In both cases wrecks were discovered.

FIDEMTIAL -2-
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Weather forecast:
(Simferopol 0930)

Eupatoria - Novorossisk and Sea of Azov:
S winds, force 2 - 3 , SW winds in the after-
noon, force 3-4, overcast, showers, visibility
15 miles

•

1st E-Boat Flotilla was instructed to occupy
a patrol line between Point Otrishenok and the
Oseraika valley during the night of 16/17
September, On the morning of 17 September,
the boats will transfer to Ivan Baba via route
Brown. They should leave the patrol line to
pass Anapa at dawn. The flotilla was directed
to keep accurately to route Brown from Anapa
onwards because of the danger of mines outside
the channel. Anti-submarine operations
permitted. 11th E-Boat Flotilla was ordered
to occupy a patrol line northwest of Anapa
during the night of 16/17 September. The
boats should leave the patrol line at dawn
and return to Theodosia via Brown 21 and route
Brown, keeping accurately to route Brown
because of the danger of mines outside the
channel

.

1st and 11th E-Boat Flotillas were informed
of both operational plans.

Despite the report of suspected minelaying
between Brown 17 and 18 during the night cf
15/16 September, the boats were ordered to
return via route Brown as the anti-mine escort
of the Anapa convoy would have already swept
the channel twice for moored mines. Their
wooden construction made the E-boats safe
from magnetic mines and so, after a compre-
hensive patrol by our own fighters, return
via route Brown was thought to be advisable.
Recent experiences had proved that, with the
present high level of training of the enemy
Air Force, it was dangerous for the boats to
proceed in the open sea, but withdrawal from
the patrol line before dav/n would substantially
reduce the tactical value of the operation.

The enemy will make every effort to disrupt
the ferry traffic in Kerch Strait as soon as
they discover the recurring service. Night
attacks on shipping by surface forces may
also be expected. The following minefields
have been planned and prepared to protect the
ferry traffic (see Appendix, Admiral. Black
Sea Gkdos. Chefs. 217/43 A I Para. 2).

In the event of landing operations in the
Crimea, Army Group A expects simultaneous

CONFIDENTIAL -3-
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landings in the southern Crimea and on
the Azov coast. As the fortifications
of the Azov coast are much weaker than
those of the south Crimean coast, probable
landing places on the former coast must be
protected by minefields. Particularly
suitable bays must be blocked by mines.
(See Appendix, Paras. 3a. and b.). Mines
are available in the Crimea for all the
minefields planned, but there will be few
left over and non for any further minefields
off the south Crimean coast. Group South
was asked to speed up the allocation of
400 UMB mines. For plans to use the 300
LMB mines allotted by Group South, see
Appendix Paras. 5 a. - d., Admiral, Black
Sea Chefs. 217/43 A I.

Plans for mine laying given in Admiral,
Black Sea Gkdos„ Chefs. 211/43 (see War
Diary of 13 September) have been altered:
see Appendix, Admiral, Black Sea Gkdos.
Chefs. 216/43 A I. The change arose
because Kazantip Bay had also to be mined
and the necessary mines could only be
obtained by reducing the number of mines
to be laid in Arabat Bay.

Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus was directed
to dispose 2 naval gunnery lighters daily
in patrol line in Temriuk Bay from nightfall
to dawn. If the weather was too bad for
the gunnery lighters, 2 naval ferry bsrges
were to be employed, if need be even those
with cargo.

0935 The Yalta-Theodosia convoy was attacked
by an enemy submarine which fired 1 torpedo
off Sudak. The attack was made from
astern on the seaward side from a range
of some 800 - 1,000 meters and was unsuccess-
ful. The escorting naval ferry barges
immediately turned about, but in bad
visibility could not find the submarine „

No depth charges were dropped.

1539 Naval Port Commander, Anapa reported that
a 250-meter section of a net barrage had
been despatched for Kerch towed by 2 tugs.

1905 1st and 11th E-Boat Flotillas were informed
from Simferopol that a formation of naval
ferry barges was sailing to Anapa via route
Brown during the night of 16/17 September
and would arrive at approximately 0500 on
17 September.

The anti-mine escort of the Anapa convoy
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which returned, in the evening cut 3 mines
or ©^plosive floats.

It was therefore thought that the route had
been more intensively mined between Brown 17
and 18.

As a" result, the patrol line boats of 1st and
11th E-Boat Flotillas were ordered at 2300
to leave the patrol line at 0230 because of
the danger of mines between Brown 17 and 18.
They were to return via the following routes:

a. 1st E-Boat Flotilla from Point Utrishenok
directly to Brown 15 and then via route
Brown to Ivan Baba,

b. 11th E-Boat Flotilla from 45° 00' N to
Brown 16, then onwards via Brown 16 to
Theodosia

.

1930 4 submarine chasers of 23rd Submarine Chaser
Flotilla put in to Sevastopol from operations.

2200 10 combined operations boats put out from
Temriuk for coastal defense duties.

2218 S 72, in patrol line off the Oseraika valley,
reported 2 enemy M.T.B.s, course west, speed
30 knots, in grid square 75443c

U-boat Situation :

At 0045 Italian midget submarine CB 1 was towed
in to Yalta by 1 naval ferry barge. At 2145
on 15 September, CB l sighted 3 enemy vessels
at a range of about 1,000 meters, course west,
speed 6-7 knots. There was a very flat
vessel some 20 meters long without any super-
structure. On board were 4 men in rubber
suits. The other 2 vessels seemed to be
escorting gunboats. The flat vessel was sunk
by a torpedo fired at very short range. The
explosion of her own torpedo damaged CB 1 in.
the stern. Water poured in and the engine
broke down. Both the gunboats made off,
dropping a few depth charges. Apparently the
purpose of this operation was to land agents.
In Yalta the damaged submarine is being kept
afloat by pumping and she will be transferred
to Sevastopol in towed convoy on 17 September.

1400 U 20 put out from Constant za via the southern
route for the minelaying task in the operational
area off Poti,

1700 U 18 put out from Theodosia for operations in
the area between Ghelenjik and Tuapse.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CB 2 snd 3 reported ready for operations
on the evening of 17 September.

Enemy Air and Shore Eattery Activity:

12?: 2 torpedo planes escorted by 2 fighters
raided the Kerch-Theodosia convoy 5 miles
south of Cape Chauda. The planes launched

eir torpedoes from an altitude of 20
r.eters at a renge of 1,000 meters, both
were ground-runners. The planes then
machine- gunned the convoy* Kits scored
by our 2 cm. guns had no effect because
no arr.or-piercing ammunition was available.
No damage or casualties.

1545 - 4 raids were made on Temriuk by a total
1700 of 30 bombers escorted by fighters.

-erous bombs were dropped on the harbor
area. No damage was inflicted on naval
or supply vessels. 5 naval personnel
were wounded. Our anti-aircraft guns weri
unsuccessful.

16' 6 torpedo plsr.r? attacked 4 boats of the
23rd Submarine Chaser Flotilla 8bout 15
miles nor- " Sevastopol. Attacking
altitude 30 - 40 meters, loose formation.
The planes launched 1 torpedo each and
machine-gunned the submarine chasers.
2 torpedoes were outmaneuvered, the others
passed wide of the boats. damage or
casualties. Concentrated defensive fire
brought down 1 plane for certain.

"ir.e sweeping Activity :

Danube: Minesweeping planes swept a mine
between Giurgi and Russe while searching
the area according to plan.

West Coast: On 14 September motor minesweeper
R 209 swept 1 inertia contact mine with 6-
meter pendant 1 mile north of Green 22;
shortly afterwards the mine exploded.

Sevastopol: While searching the area off
Sevastopol, 3rd Motor Minesweeper Flotilla
swept 2 mines

.

- FZ-grcup swept route Green for ground
mines north of Sevastopol. mines swept.

Kerch: During the night of 15/16 September
planes were observed circling low between
points 17 end 18; r ng wa^s suspected.

Lnesweeping planes and the FZ-group swept
Kerch Strait for ground mines without result.

NTTAL -6-
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moored mine check sweeps were carried out
in Kerch Strait on the supply route to Anapa
by the anti-mine escort of the Anapa convoy.
Minesweeping south of the line between Cape
Chroni and Cape Achilleon according to plan.
3 mines or explosive floats were swept by
the anti-mine escort of the returning Anapa
convoy between Brown 17 and 18.

Supply Traffic :

a. Kerch Straits Fewer supplies were transported
because unloading was held up in Kerch owing
to lack of goods wagons and trucks. As a

result, the many vessels available could
not be used.

2015

b. Anapa convoy No. 187 ran with 9 naval ferry
barges, 2 tugs and anti-mine escort.

Convoy No. 188 put out from Kerch with
10 naval ferry barges and anti-mine escort.

1830

2200

1030

2000

c. Kerch-Temriuk convoy No. 79 ran with 3

naval ferry barges, 1 tug and 3 lighters.

Convoy No. 80 put out from Kerch with 3

naval ferry barges, 1 naval gunnery lighter,
1 freight towing vessel and 1 lighter.

Convoy No. 78 put out from Temriuk for
Kerch with 1 towing vessel, 1 lighter and
2 naval ferry barges.

d. Sea of Azov: 2 naval gunnery lighters,
2 motor minesweepers (RA), 3 naval ferry
barges, 1 motor sailing vessel, 2 tugs,
1 lighter and 3 transport barges put in
to Genlchesk from Berdyansk.

Naval gunnery lighter No. 4 and 1 naval
ferry barge put out from Berdyansk for
Genichcsk.

e. Crimea convoys ran according to plan.
For submarine attacks and air raids, see
above. Convoys in the western Black
Sea ran according to plan.
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17 September, 1945

Simferopol

Enemy Situation :

Night air reconna j ssence detected coastal
vessel supply traiflc off the Caucasus
coast proceeding in both directions between
Tuapse and Ghelenjik. Small boats were
identified carrying supplies between
Ghelenjik and the becchbaad. At 0248
2 M.T.B.s heading Tor Ghelenjik were located
west of Ghelenjik.

No reports on the eiemy *ore received
from daylight reconnaissance in 'the Black
Soa. Neutral shipping traffic was
detected off the Turkish, coa3t. 1 M.T.B.,
course northwest, was., detected in
Novorossisk Bay.

According to the radio picture, activity
of small vessels was generally slight
during the night of 16/17 September end
in the course of the day, no special
incidents. In the forenoon reconnaissance
planes were intercepted, but their position
was not determined. At 2055 Main Naval
D/F Station, Eupatoria detected 2 destroyers,
1 torpedoboat, 2 submarine chasers and 2
submarines in radio traffic. Exact
positions were not determined, but they
were probably in the southeastern Black
Sea .

Admiral, Black Sea did not act on this
report. He preferred to await further
observations and information from the
current air reconnaissance. It was
presumed that the formation was on exercises.

Submarines detected: 2 in the northwestern
Black Sea as far as tha area southwest of
the Crimea and 1 in an unidentified position.

Attacking enemy battalions, some of them
with tank support, were repulsed on the Army
front at the Kuban bridgehead. New enemy
concentrations were observed.

After the evacuation of Novorossisk, our
own lines on the coast were withdrawn to the
Dyurso River.

Own Situation :

At 0105 a report was received from Bugaz

:.\L -3-
ICN 71



CONFIDENTIAL

that at 2220 on 16 September a Rumanian
picket south of Bugaz heard loud engine
noises, presumably caused by ships which
were approaching the
signal was requested
the vessels withdrew
further observations
fog.

coast. A recognition
without result, then
from the coast. No
were possible owing to

As the radius of action of enemy M.T.B.s
would not allow them to reach the west coast,
it was assumed that the vessels were submarines,
possibly on minelaying operations.

At 0450 3 boats of the 1st E-Boat Flotilla
put in to Ivan Baba from a patrol line
between Point Utrishenok and the Oseraika
valley. At 2212 on 16 September 2 M.T.B.s,
course west, high speed, were sighted close
to the coast in grid square 7544. An attempt
to attack them failed because of their
superior speed. During pursuit, our boats
were caught by searchlights from Point
Utrishenok and this considerably reduced their
chances of success.

0500 9 combined operations boats put in to Temriuk
from patrol duties. Nothing to report.

0540 2 E-boats of 11th E-Boat Flotilla put in to
Theodosia from a patrol line northwest of
Anapa. Enemy not sighted.

0930 S 47 put in to Ivan Baba after her routine
dockyard repairs had been completed in
Constantza.

Weather forecast:
(Simferopol 0930)

Eupatoria - Novorossisk and Sea of Azov:
Variable winds, force 2-3, sea wind and
local thunder squalls in the afternoon,
visibility 10 - 12 miles.

The Crimea
Minesweeper
route Brown
to point 17
with 15-met
boats were
mines were
was to be t

cleared,
arranged to
18 Septembe
incident

•

group (4 boats
Flotilla) was
in loose forma
on 18 Septembe

er pendant was
then to put in
swept, a "Most
ransmitted and
Sailing from Se
reach Kerch be

r, if the opera

of 3rd Motor
ordered to sweep
tion from point 1

r. Oropesa gear
to be used. The
to Kerch, If any
Immediate" report
the minefield
vastopol was to be
fore nightfall on
tion was without
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1st E-Boat Flotilla wa
a patrol line between
leraika valley during

September at a dist8nc
the coast. Approach
route Brown as far as
boats should head dire
line. Anti-submarine
Boats should enter Ana
September

.

s ordered to occupy
Utrishenok and the
the night of 17/18

e of 10 miles from
should be made via
point 16, then the
ctly for the patrol
operations permitted.

Da at dawn on 18

1143 The convoy with the steamer "Tissa" v/hich
was proceeding from Sevastopol to the
south was detected by enemy air reconn-
aissance. Protection yrill be arranged
by Commander, Convoys and Escorts, Bla

c

Sea .

1230 val Shore Commander* Crimea reported
that an unexploded torpedo of unknown
origin had drifted ashore near Cape Chauda.
Barrage Group, Kerch was informed and will
deal further with the matter.

18C0 2 boats of 1st E-Boat Flotilla put out
from Ivan Baba for the patrol line between
Cape Utrishenok and the Oseraika valley.

1800 Naval gunnery lighter No, 10, naval
ferry barge F 493 and 9 combined operations
boats put out from Temriuk for coastal
defense duties.

215C The 2 boats of 1st E-3oat Flotilla in
patrol line were ordered by radio to
operate between Utrishenok end the Dyurso
estuary, because it had been learned that
the enemy had occupied the coast east of
the estuary.

The E-boats in patrol line in grid
square 7 536 reported that they had
attacked 2 enemy lf*T«B«& rich came
sight on a northwesterly course end
appeared to the southeast.

into
dis-

U-boat Situation :

1400 Italian midget submarine CE 6 put in to
Sevastopol from anti-submarine operations,
nc encounters with the enemy.

Since the latest daylight end night
reconnaissance had reported increased
enemy traffic from Tuapse to Ghelenjlk,
U 18 W8s ordered to the C-helen jik-Tuapse
area es her operational arte. Night
reconnaissance will be sent out to support
her.

con _ -10-
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CB 2 and 3 received operational orders for
an ti- submarine operations in the area south
and east of Gape Sarich on the morning of
18 September. At present, no operations
are possible in Eupatoria Bay owing to our
convoy traffic.

Enemy Air and Sho re Battery Activity :

No air raids on convoys or naval forces
during the day.

Kerch reported a penetration of enemy planes
at 1930 on 16 September, no bombing. Further
penetrations during the night by planes flying
at an altitude of some 1,500 meters, bombs
were dropped in the vicinity of Senaya.

Minesweeping Activity ;

Minesw6eping was continued according to
schedule in the Danube, off Sevastopol, in
the Dnieper estuary and in Kerch Strait.
1 mine was swept by a plane in the Dnieper-
estuary.

Supply traffic ;

a. Delays in unloading were caused by the
continued lack of trucks and goods wagons
in Kerch.

b. Anapa convoys:

Convoy No. 188 ran with 10 naval ferry
barges and anti-mine escort.

2035 Convoy No. 189 put out from Kerch with
11 naval ferry barges and 2 tugs.

c. Kerch-Temriuk:

Convoy No. 80 ran with 2 naval ferry
barges, 1 towing vessel and 3 transport
barges.

1750 Convoy No. 81 put out from Kerch with
3 naval ferry barges, 2 tugs and 2 lighters.

d. At 1815 naval gunnery lighter No. 8, 3 naval
ferry barges, 1 tug, 1 lighter and 1 motor
sailing vessel put out from Genichesk for
Kerch.

e. Crimea convoys and convoys in the Black
Sea ran according to plan.

CONFIDENTIAL -11-
SECURITY INFORMATION 74



:::-?idential

pis coo enemy forces were hot in. pursuit but
were repulsed.

Army Group A reported thet during the night
of 18/19 September our lines will be withdrawn
to the Wotan position on the north Azov coast.

Own Situation :

At 0425 2 boats of 1st E-Boat Flotilla put in
to Anapa from the patrol line off Point
Utrishenok. At 2155 on 17 September 2 enemy
M.T.B.s came into sight from the southwest.
Our boats opened fire against them and they
at once made off at maximum speed, course
southecst, disappearing at 2202. No hits
were observed on the enemy boats.

At 0545 1 naval gunnery lighter, 1 naval
ferry bsrge and 9 combined operations boats
put in to Temriuk from coastal defense duties.
No incidents apart from lively air activity.

Weather forecast:
(Simferopol 0930)

Eupatoria - Novorossisk and Sea of Azov:
HE - E winds, force 4-6, mostly fair,
visibility 20 miles.

1st E-Boat Flotilla was ordered to dispose
2 boats in patrol line in the area off Cape
Utrish during the night of 18/19 September.
In the event of northeasterlv winds, the
bosts should proceed directly under the coast,
sailing from Anapa at nightfall. At 0230
the boats should leave the patrol line and
proceed directly to Browr 15 from Cape Utrish,
thereafter via route Brown to Ivan Beba.

Considering the situs ticn in the Kuban bridge-
head and the repeated prisoners' statements
regarding intended landing operations osst of
Anapa, I decided despite unfavorable weather
to order the boats to occupy the patrol line.
In the event of northeasterly winds, passage
from Anapa and sojourn in the petrol line close
to the coast seem possible. On return passage
to Anapa, the boats will be proceeding with
the sea.

Commander, 3rd Motor Minesweeper Flotilla was
directed to transfer the new. steamer "Feodos'e"
from Kerch to Sevastopol. The transfer should
be carried out on receipt of dated codeword
"Schleppgeleit". Date = X-dey. "Woywoda"
and "Mosel" are to be employed as tugs from
Kerch to Sevastopol and they will be joined

~:al -12-
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by "Gestmann 9" from Kerch to Brown 17.
Anti-submarine escort and protection from
planes will be provided by 4 boats of 3rd
Motor Minesweeper Flotilla and 2 naval
ferry barges. No anti-mine escort will
be employed on the mine-free route through
Kerch Strait or on route Brown.

The towed convoy will leave Kerch on X-day
to pass Cape Takil at 1900. From there
the convoy should proceed at night via route
Brown as far as Brown 10. From here the
boats should proceed astern of the anti-
mine escort of 2 motor minesweepers into
the bay between Kuese Burnu and Cape Elchan
Kaya, There close to the coast "Feodosia"
should anchor from 0500 until nightfall
on X f 1 day. The anchorage should be
chosen so that enemy air reconnaissance
should have difficulty in discovering the
steamer against the high coastline. While
she is at anchor, the tugs should lie along-
side her. "Feodosia" should be ready to
slip anchor.

The naval ferry barges should stay close
to "Feodosia" as anti-aircraft protection,
while the motor minesweepers form a semi-
circle around her in sectors to provide
anti-aircraft and anti-submarine protection.
Naval ferry barges and motor minesweepers
should not anchor. The convoy will proceed
to Sevastopol via route Brown at 1800 on
X + 1 day.

The interruption of the passage during
daylight on X + 1 day was ordered in view
of the following factors:

As the towed convoy might be detected by
the daily enemy reconnaissance of our
supply routes close to the Crimean coast,
attacks by torpedo planes and bombers were
to be expected. Aerial torpedo attacks
in particular would be very dangerous as
the 8, 000-ton steamer towed at a speed of
6 knots could not outmaneuver such attacks.
Sufficient protection against air raids is
not available, indeed 1st Air Corps might
not be able to provide any fighters and,
if at all, it would be a case of only one
or two. The convoy's passage had therefore
to be organized so that enemy daylight
reconnaissance should not detect the ships.
With this aim in view, the bay west of Cape
MegEinom surrounded by cliffs 300 meters
high should be most suitable. Moreover,
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aerial torpedo attacks could only be carried
out from the seaward side and the escort
vessels formed up in sectors around the steamer
should offer an effective protection from low-
level attacks.

The officer commanding the convoy should report
by "Most Immediate" signal if on X f 1 day the
towed convoy in its anchorage might possibly
or definitely oe sighted by enemy reconnaissance
planes

.

1st Air Corps was requested to provide fighter
escort over the anchorage from 0500 until night-
fall on X + 1 day and on X 4- 2 day from dawn
until the convoy reached Sevastopol.

Sea Transportation Office, Kerch will ensure
that "Feodosia" and the tugs are ready to
leave Kerch at 1600 on 19 September.
Arrangements have been made to inform the
coastal authorities and Crimea convoys.

In answer to their inquiry, the following was
reported to Group South concerning the convoy
rendezvous off the Bosporus and the torpedoing
of the steamer "Thisbe":

Convoys were picked up near point Bucharest
within limits of 10 miles east or west. The
steamer "Thisbe" did not approach the rendezvous
point ordered via Naval Attache, Istanbul 3
miles west of point Bucharest. When the
orders had been twice transmitted by visual
signaling without result, the escort forces
were ordered to proceed on zig-zagging courses
in the zone off the Bosporus where there was
a particular danger of submarine attacks.
The Russians were not expected to respect
neutral waters. For
leaving the Bosporus,
up the escort as soon

that reason, after
it
as

was advisable
possible.

to pick

Commander, Convoys 8nd Escorts, Black Sea was
directed to change the rendezvous points of
the Bosporus convoys continuously and to have
the steamers proceed east or west through the
Turkish territorial waters as far as the agreed
rendezvous point.

1700 A low-level attack was made on Anapa convoy
No. 189 in grid square 6689 by 8 IL 2 planes
which bombed and machine-gunned the vessels.
No damage, 1 plane was shot down by naval
ferry barges.

1800 3 naval ferry barges of the 7th Naval Landing
Craft Flotilla proceeding from Suline to Odessa
were attacked by 5 enemy bombers. No damage
was reported. 1 plane was shot down by the
naval ferry barges.

CONFIDENTIAL
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18 September, 1945

Simferopol

Brtemy Situation ;

0150 Air reconnaissance during the night of
17/18 September reported 1 coastal vessel
and 1 patrol vessel leaving Ghelenjik, course
southeast.

By day no enemy shipping was identified
in the Black Sea. Turkish coast: 1 Turkish
freighter of 2,000 tons 5 miles north of
Inebolu, coiirse east; at 1250 1 Turkish
freighter of about 2,000 tons 10 miles
northeast of Tirebolu; 2 freighters, each
3,000 tons, in Trabzon harbor; 1 freighter
of 1,900 tons, course west, 10 miles north-
east of Rizeh.

No enemy shipping traffic was detected in
the Sea of Azov. Enemy ships in Tuapse
at 1213 (aerial photograph): 1 torpedoboat,
3 minesweepers, 4 gunboats, 3 M.T.B.s,
7 small armed vessels, 1 freighter of 1,500
tons, 10 coastal vessels totaling 2,300
tons, 57 boats, some beached. Entering the
harbor: 1 motor minesweeper, 1 M.T.B. and
1 small coastal vessel. Outside the harbor
2 coastal vessels, course south, and 1 motor
minesweeper, course northwest. Enemy
shipping in the ports Yeisk, Primorsko
Akhtari, fishery Sadki, fishery Yassenka was
unchanged.

At 2050, according to radio traffic, 1

torpedoboat was probably off the central
part of the east coast. In the course of
18 September continuous M.T.B. activity in
the Novorossisk- Tuapse area and normal
activity of small vossels off the rest of
the east coast. The 2 destroyers, 2
submarine chasers and 1 torpedoboat which
were intercepted yesterday in radio
communication were not detected again.
No exact details wore obtained on the
distribution of enemy submarines: either
1 or 2 must be expected in both the north-
western and southwestern Black Sea.

In the forenoon, air activity was detected
in the Crimean coastal area as far as the
northwestern Black Sea, Several enemy planes
appeared in radio traffic transmitting
reconnaissance reports.

The withdrawal in the Kuban bridgehead
proceeded according to plan. In several
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30 2 boats of 1st B-Bos I lot ilia put out
from Anapa for the patrol line In the
Point Utrishenok ar r >.

35 A radiogr:- from or. ier, Convoys end
Escons, rlack Sea ^-e ^ received in
Simferopol. It stated that at 0800 1
Soviet freighter cabled at Trobzon. Her
escort as far as t*ie Unit of the terri-
torial waters off ?rsbzon comprised 3
torpedoboets which, turned about quickly.

one of our F-bcats could be sent out
to 8ttsck this steamer because U 20
which was proceeding to the operational
area via the soucthern route was equipped
for a mlnelaylng peration and had only
1 torpedo aboard.

1935 Nevel Shore C^Tr^ender, Caucasus reported
that naval guriry lighter ?To . 8 on
transfer from 3 nichesk to Kerch had
filled with watt r in ME 6 and was anchored
near Cape Kazrn'iip about to sink. The
crew were taken aboard by naval ferry
targes. Salv r g- measures hove been
arranged. A ~u and a salvage group on
board 1 navel fe*fry barge hove been ordered
to sail when weainjr permits.

1923 Radar station No . 7 (Cape Takil) reported
enemy naval forcer heading west 10 miles
scuth c pe Zlelzni Rog. Anapa convoy
No. 189 which we" y^oceeding in that area

s immediately wan od.

2010 The leading boat of Anapa convoy No. 189
reported by signal from Brown 17 that
German guns had bombarded the convoy
although the recognition signals had been
given.

It was evident that radar station No. 7 had
leceted our convoy and believed it to be
hostile. The radar post had been informed
of the passage of the Anapa convoy by Naval
Shore Commander, Caucasus and the error was
theirs. wever, the bombardment inflicted
no damage.

2030 S 42, the leading boat cf the E-boot group
in the Cape Utrish area, reported that t

weather c -.ted continuation of the
operation and that both boats were turning
'.tout.

2150 Temriuk reported that owing to weather
conditions, the petrol line in Temriuk Bay

;ld not be occupied. (Wind northeast,
force 5-6.)
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At 2400 2 E-boats put in to Ivan Baba because
of the weather, (See 2030.)

U-boat Situation ;

At 0800 Italian midget submarines CB 2 and 3
put out according to plan for anti-submarine
operations in the area south of Cape Sarich.
At 2000 they put in to Sevastopol again because
of the weather.

At 2055 U 18 reported that she had sunk 1

freighter of 800 tons with 2 torpedoes (1
hit) in grid square 85592. The ship belonged
to the convoy reported by night reconnaissance
at 0150 as proceeding from G-helenjik to
Tuapse. The boat also reported that she
had proceeded to the attack area south of
Tuapse, i.e. the southern part of the operational
area which was alloted to her. She probably
did this because of the coastal shipping south
of Tuapse reported by daylight reconnaissance.
This measure was in accordance with the
independence granted to the commander in his
operational order and was approved.

Enemy Air and Shore Battery Activity :

For air raid on the Anapa convoy and the naval
ferry barge convoy proceeding from Sulina to
Odessa, see above.

1615 20 P2 planes bombed Anapa from an altitude
of 4,000 meters. No damage was inflicted
to naval buildings, but 3 naval personnel
were slightly wounded. Our guns had no
successes

.

From 2130 (17 September) to 0145, Taman and
Senaya were continuously attacked from the
air, no damage to naval property was reported.

Minesweeping Activity :

Danube: A Rumanian vedette swept 1 mine
near Mile 57. Minesweeping planes swept
for ground mines. No mines swept. The
Danube is still closed from Brails as far
as Chernavoda and from Galatz as far as
Tulcea.

Sevastopol: The FZ-group with towed loop
gear swept route Green for moored mines as
far as the 40-meter line. No mines swept.

Kerch: While escorting the Anapa convoy,
30th Motor Minesweeper Flotilla swept route
Brown for moored mines as far as point 17.
No mines swept. The group with towed
loop gear swept the northern entrance to
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1450

Kerch Strait for ground mines. ; mines
swept. Owing to transfer to another base,
nesweepirg planes were not employed in

Kerch Strait.

4 boats of the Crimea group put in to
Tr.eodosie. Sweeping of route Brown had
been abandoned owing to the weather.

Supply Traffic ;

a

.

Kerch Strait

:

At present 14 laden lighters, totaling
4,600 tons, are lying in Kerch roads.
Their cargo cannot be unloaded because
of the lack of trucks and goods wagons.
If this situation lasts any longer, no
lighters will be employed et all within
a few days. Evan new lighters could
not change these cc ions.
Commending General, Kerch Strait is
about to arrange for more trucks.

b. Kerch- riuk:

1800 Convoy No. 81 put in to Temriuk with
3 naval ferry barges, 2 tugs and 2
lighters

.

1700 Convoy No. 82 put out from Kerch with
1 naval ferry barge, 1 tug and 1 lighter.

1700 c. Genlchesk-Kerch convoy put in to Kerch
with 1 naval ferry barge, 1 motor
ssiling vessel, 1 tug and 1 lighter,
'."aval gur 7 lighter No. 8, which
belonged to this convoy, is lying at
snchor about to sink near Cape Kazantip.
Naval g 7 lighter Ho. 2 remained
with her to give assistance.

d. Some Crimea convoys were postponed owing
to the weather. In the western Black
Sea ccr.voy traffic was badly impeded by
the weather.

-16-
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19 September, 1945

Simferopol

Enemy Situation ;

Apart from German vessels, air reconnaissance
in the northeastern Black Sea sighted nothing
on the night of 18/19 September.

Daylight reconnaissance in the Black Sea did
not sight the enemy. In the late afternoon
the Caucasus coast was examined from Batum as
far as Ghelenjik, no shipping was detected.
Slight neutral shipping traffic off the
Turkish coast. No shipping was detected in
the south Azov const area between Temriuk and
Yeisk.

Enemy ships in Ghelenjik showed a decrease
in coastal vessels, landing craft (personnel)
and small vessels. They may be in Novorossisk.
Aerial photographic reconnaissance of the port
of Novorossisk was requested from 1st Air Corps.
Enemy shipping in ports and fisheries on the
south coast of the Sea of Azov revealed no new
information.

According to the radio picture, 1 torpedo-
boat appeared in the northeastern Black Sea
as far as the Tuapse area during the night of
18/19 September. Radio traffic by the fleet
was intercepted In the course of the day, but
no activity of vessels was detected. Activity
of small vessels was normal, no focal points.

At 2115 according to radio traffic, there was
1 probable destroyer at sea in the southeastern
Black Sea.

Submarines detected: 2 in the northwestern
Black Sea, 2 in unidentified positions.
Lively air activity was detected over the
west coast of the Crimea during the day.
Several bombers and reconnaissance planes
appeared in the radio traffic.

According to an agent's report, 3 transports
loaded with British and American tanks, guns,
machine-guns and ammunition and 1 tanker
escorted by 2 torpedoboats, 1 submarine and
12 small M.T.B.s put out from Poti to the north
on 15 September.

In the Gotenkopf beachhead our movements were
as scheduled. Some enemy attacks in the
central sector of the front were repulsed and
the enemy suffered casualties.
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Qwn Situation ;

Harbor defense beat RB 01 has been overdue
since 18 September. She had been assigned
with RB 02 end cutter No. 2283 to transfer
the Pert Control Sub. Office, Obitochnaya
to Genichesk. On the evening cf 16 September,
RB 02 put in to Genichesk. The cutter had
run aground off Kosss Biriuchi, but her crew
was rescued. RB 01 presumably sank in the
rough seas.

val gunnery lighter No. 8 is anchored and
sinking off Cape Ziuk and not off Cape
Kazantip as res originally reported. She
is lying in water 4 meters deep. Bad
weather has so far prevented salvage.

Owing to the weather, the petrol lines in
Temrluk Bay end off the north coast of the
Sea of Azov were not occupied during the

ht of 18/19 September.

Weather )cast:
(Simferopol 0930)

lup^toria - revere ssiafc ;r.: See :
:" Azov:

NE-E winds, force 4, at times force 6,
feir, visibility 20 miles.

On inquiry, e Scut: a informed that
the 440 explosive floats available in the
area were to be used to protect the mine-
field A-5 end another Dlanned for Theodosia

Commander, 30th Notor Minesweeper Flotilla
was directed to lay a row of explosive
floats north of the north row of FMB mines
for the protection of minefield A-5. The
160 explosive floats which will be required
for this purpose will be available in Kerch.
Dspth setting minus 3 meters. Distance of
the row of explosive fleets from the north
row cf FMB mines ehould be 100 meters. Th
.xplosive floats should be divided equally
among sections a, b and c. In view of the
evacuation routes pL i in the northern
part of Kerch Strait, the position cf mine-
field K-8 was altered ebcut 1.3 miles to the
north. The position of the minefield, types
-

-' mines, depth setting, distances between
Lnes end rows will not be ch d.

it posit It. -f the minefield will not
affect the Cepe Achillecn - Cepe Chroni route
or the t around Cape Achillecn to the
eest. The route from Red 14 to Red 15 has

:. .
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been aoq n(ioned. Orders will follow on the.
later closing of the minefield g«P between
Cape Achllieon and the east flank of K-8.
Minefield K-lO, which was ordered in Admiral,
Black Sea Ch^f s . 211/43 A I Para. 5) (see War
Diary of 13 2*>pt.) hp.d to ^e abandoned, new
orders will follow. These changes were
necessary because the engineers had asked for
new transportation routes.

With the development of the situation, measures
and plans for coastal defense in the Sea of
Azov and protection of Kerch Peninsula had to
be instigated. They were reported to Group
South in Admiral, Black Sea Gkdos. Chefs. 222/43
A I dated 19 September. (See Appendix.)
General directives from Naval Staff, Operations
Division were given special consideration.

Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine and Naval Shore
Commander, Caucasus were informed that 4 naval
gunnory lighters and 4 naval ferry barges had
been placed at the disposal of Naval Shore
Commander, Ukraine for coastal defense assignments.
The present number of vessels in Genichesk will
be brought up to full strength by the allocation
of operational vessels.

1400 Mine exploding vessel No. 192 and 3 naval ferry
barges were attacked by 3 Russian torpedo planes
which launched 5 torpedoes. The torpedoes were
outmaneuvered. No damage, no planes shot down.
The attack was made off St. George,

1410 3 submarine chasers of 23rd Submarine Chaser
Flotilla put out from Sevastopol for anti-
submarine operations in the Eupatoria area,
at 1535 they returned owing to bad weather.

1800 Navel gunnery lighter No. 10, 1 naval ferry
barge and 9 combined operations boats put out
from Temriuk for patrol duties.

2245 A report from Naval Port Commander, Anapa was
received stating that a Russian radiogram had
been intercepted by the Rumanians. According
to the message, the last Anapa convoy was to
be attacked by 100 planes.

In viow of this report, 1st Air Corps was
immediately requested to provide fighter cover.
1st Air Corps approved the request.

U-boat Situation :

The 1st CE-Flo tills was not employed owing to
weather conditions. Italian midget submarine
CB 1 was lying damaged in Yalta and was to be

CONFIDENTIAL
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transferred when the weather improved.

Ir.er.y Air and Shore Battery Activity :

For the serial torpedo attack on the convoy
off St. George, see above.

Otherwise no attacks on convoys or naval
forces.

At 0615 15 planes nade a low-level attack
on Anapa, Feval ferry barge F 539 was
damaged by bombs, no further damage was
reported. At 1530 15 planes dropped about
70 bombs on Ter.sr.. 1 lighter of about 1,000
tons received a direct hit, she started to
leak and was beached. he lighter had no
cargo, total loss likely. planes were
shot down. At 1610 9 planes bombed Temriuk.
No major damage was reported.

During the night of 18/19 September, several
air raids were carried out on Taman and heavy
damage was inflicted In the tovm and harbor
ar: . Howev3r, no damage to Navy property
was reported.

Dm 0302 to 0415 several bombs were dropped
east of Kerch, damage not known.

During the night Temriuk reported several
penetrations by enemy planes. A few bombs
were dropped, no ze or casualties.

Minesweeping Activity :

Danube: v. in e sweeping planes ?nd 1 Rumanian
vedette swept for ground mines. Ho mines
swept

•

The Crimea group abandoned mine sweeping in
Kerch Strait and the intended sweep of the

lite from Theodosia to Kerch because of the
weather. Minesweeping planes swept the
northern entrance to Kerch Strait for ground
mines. les swept. Despite weather
conditions, the anti-mine escort for the Anapa
cor operated, but swept no mines.

A drifting mine was sighted south of the
Sulina entrance.

Supply Traffic :

b . Kerch Strait:

Eh< Officer Commanding Army Supply Division
587 and Quartermaster General, Army Group A
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were lnfonnod that for the past few days
unloading in Ker^n had been seriously
impeded by the lacv f trucks and goods
wagons. As many vecsels were lying 3-n
tho roads ready for un3o^ding, th«y were
requested to make every effort to speed
up the unloading by adopting more adequate
measures

.

b. Anapa convoys:

Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus reported
that the last Anapa convoy would run on 20
September. Convoy No. 190 ran with 8 naval
ferry barges and anti-mine escort.

At 2100 the last Anapa convoy put out from
Kerch with 12 naval ferry barges, 1 naval
ferry barge (mines) and anti-mine escort.

c. Kerch-Temriuk:

Convoy No. 81 ran with 3 naval ferry barges,
2 tugs, 2 lighters, several cutters and
Kuban lighters.

At 1730 convoy No. 82 put out from Kerch
with 4 naval ferry barges, 2 towing vessels,
1 tug and 2 lighters.

d. Because of the weather, Crimea convoys and
convoys in the western Black Sea were either
postponed or they put in to their ports of
departure again.
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20 September, 1945

Simferopol

Enemy Situs tion ;

With the exception of neutral shipping off
the Turkish coast, no enemy activity was
detected by daylight air reconnaissance in
the southeastern 31ack Sea. The Caucasus
coast was examined from Potl to Novorossisk
as far as 40 miles from the shore. 4 landing
boats and coastal vessels, course northwest,
slight speed, v;ere sighted 8 miles southwest
of Ghelenjik. Night reconnaissance did not
observe any enemy shipping in the northeastern
Black Sea. 5 M.T.B.s off Oseraika, course
south; 1 motor minesweeper leaving Ghelenjik,
1 tug of about 150 tons with a barge of 100
tons entering Ghelenjik; 1 tug of about 150
tons with 4 landing boats, 3 motor minesweepers,
3 M.T.B.s end 3 lending boats; 1 Turkish
freighter of about 1,500 tons, course west,
15 miles north of C-itresum.

As on the previous day, £ir reconnaissance
detected very few enemy ships in Ghelenjik:
4 motor minesweepers, 13 M.T.B.s, 50 boats,
3 motor gunboats, 23 motor landing boats and
4 coastal vessels totaling about 700 tons.
The whereabouts of the other vessels were
not determined.

Visual observation of Novorossisk revealed
no new enemy ships in port since the evacuation.

6 motor gunboats heading for Primorsko were
observed in the Sea of Azov 15 miles north-
:st of Primorsko. Enemy ships in port at

fishery Achuevski: 1 coastal vessel and 21
boats. Fishery Sadki: 35 boats. Primorsko:
1 motor gunboat, 2 coastal vessels and 105
boats

.

Main Naval D/F Station reported that no
movements of large vessels had been detected.
Activity of small vessels was normal without
perceptible focal points. In the forenoon
armed reconna isssnee was carried out in the
northwestern Black See and the Crimean area.
4 plsnes were identified in radio traffic.
In the afternoon no alp activity was detected.
During the day there were no clue 3 as to sub-

line positions. At 2045 Mama la obtained a

bearing of 058° on a submarine.

Withdrawals in the Gotenkopf bridgehead
proceeded according to plan. Attacking enemy
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battalions were repulsed in various sectors
of the front.

Own Situation ;

Harbor defense boat RB 01, reported as lost
(see War Diary 19 September), is stranded 1.5
miles west of Kirilovka.

The entire crew has been rescued and is en
route to Genichesk.

At 0440 the 1

miles off Ana
damage or cas
and 0630, aft
and low- level
DB 3 and IL 2
F 536 was hit
F 125 suffere
wounded, no p

ast Anapa convoy was bombed 3
pa shortly before entering; no
ualties were reported. At 0530
er the convoy had put in, high
attacks were made by about 30
planes. Naval ferry barge
in the bows but remained afloat.

d splinter damage, 3 men were
lanes were shot down.

0530 F 315, naval gunnory lighter No.
sweepers and 5 assault boats put
from patrol duties. Nothing to

10, 4 mine-
in to Temriuk
report.

0715 S 72 put in to Constantza from Ivan Baba for
routine dockyard repairs.

Weather forecast:
(Simferopol 0930)

Eupatoria - Novorossisk and Sea of Azov:
SE winds, force 2-4, during the night
variable winds, force 2-3, fair visibility
15 miles, morning mist.

1st E-Boat Flotilla was ordered to dispose
3 boats in patrol line between the Sukko
estuary and Anapa and 2 boats between Anapa
and 45° 00' N during the night of 20/21
September. Distance from the coast according
to visibility should be 3 - 5 miles, so that
the boats cannot be detected from the coast.
Enemy forces should be attacked and reported
by a "Most Immediate" signal. Boats should
put out from Ivan Baba at 1800, commencing
return passage at 0300 on 21 September.
Approach and return passages were ordered via
route Brown as far as Brown 16, then the boats
were to proceed directly to the patrol line.
Anti-submarine operations permitted. The
flotilla was informed that no German forces
or convoys would be on passage between Kerch
Strait and Anapa during the night of 20/21
September, also that our Army front on the
Caucasus coast had been withdrawn to the
estuary of the Sukko River ?nd that enemy

CONFIDENTIAL
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landing operations were imminent southeast
and northwest of Anapa within the next few
nights

.

A special situation report was sent to
Group South giving the following information:

On 19 September the Army front on the north
Azov coast was withdrawn to the Wotan position
on the Osero Molochno River.

Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine and his
operations staff were transferred to
Genichesk, the rest of the staff went to
Nikolaiev. The defense of the remaining
northern part of the Azov coast was entrusted
to Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine, and 4 naval
gunnery lighters, 4 naval ferry barges and
harbor defense flotillas were assigned to
his command for operations. All the other
forces, tugs and lighters, have been withdrawn
from the Sea of Azov for employment in Kerch
Strait.

At the Euban bridgehead evacuation is now
in full progress, but the vessels available
for sea transportation could not all be
used as unloading and transshipment were
held up in Kerch by the lack of goods wagons
end trucks. On 19 September, 14 lighters
were lying in Kerch ready for unloading.
To relieve the situation in Kerch, evacuation
vessels from Taman are to cross the sea to
Theodosia. The last convoy from Anapa,
comprising 12 naval ferry barges, was ordered
for 20 September. After it had put out,
15 LMB mines were to be laid in the harbor.

Hitherto, the withdrawal movements have
proceeded according to plan. Generally,
the enemy followed very slowly and only in
a few placed did they make more forceful
efforts to pursue our forces with tanks.

Army Group A planned to evacuate commercial
goods from the Kuban bridgehead by approximately
20 October and to conclude the whole evacuation
early in November. However, an earlier date
for evacuation must be expected.

Commander, Convoys and Escorts, Black Sea
was ordered to determine the new route for
the approach to Sevastopol from the west
after the northwestern minefield gap through
the enemy declared area west of Sevastopol
is swept and opened to traffic. Sevastopol
should be considered in planning this new
route.
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carriedAt 1035 mine laying in Anapa rsrbor was
out according to plan.

At 1138 at Brown 21 several planes machine-
gunned Anapa convoy No. 1^1 in a low-level
attack. x man Was seriously wounded aboard
motor mines-WQeper RA 54 and 7 men were slightly
wounded aboard naval ferry barges. No planes
shot down. The Uatily wounded man was trans-
ferred to a sea rescue plane. Detailed action
report from 3rd Landing Craft Flotilla will
follow.

1630

1700

1800

1800

1900

Submarine chasers Nos. 2302, 2304 and 2305
put out from Ak Mechc-t.

The towed convoy with steamer "Feodosia" put
out from Kerch.

4 E-boats put out from Ivan Baba for patrol
activity in the Anapa area, 1 E-boat could
not proceed because of engine trouble.

Naval ferry barge F 380, naval gunnery lighter
No. 10, 4 minesweepers and 5 assault boats put
out from Temriuk for patrol duties.

The mole at Anapa was blasted; apart from
minor explosions afterwards, the blasting
succeeded.

U-boat Situation :

Italian midget submarines CB 2 and 3 reported
ready for operations on the evening of 20
September. They were ordered to carry out
anti-submarine operations from 21 to 23 Sep.
in the area south of Sarich-Yalta . Tug
"Schurmann" commenced transfer passage to
Sevastopol with the damaged CB 1. At 2352
U 20 reported by short signal:
"Task carried out".
The boat had completed minelaying off Poti
harbor entrance according to plan. Barrage
report will be made after entering. U 20
was ordered to return immediately to Sevastopol,
proceeding within the operational zone via
the coastal route south of the Crimea. She
was to take in torpedoes as she had only one
on board.

Enemy Air Activity :

With the exception of the continuous raids
already reported on the Anapa convoy, no
convoys or naval forces were attacked from
the air.

CONFI DENTIAL
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At 1215 Temriuk harbor was raided by 18
planes which dropped .lur.-rjus bombs outside
the harbor basin; no - a e, no planes

: t dorr.

.

From 0205 to 0310 Naval *c -t Commander,
Anapa reported ccntinuo ;3 bombing by single
planes, no damage*

V. in e sweeping Activity ;

Danube: "inesweepi. tea swept for
ound mines according so plan. 2 mines

swept. The Danube m .--opened tetween
Sulina and Galatz.

Sevastopol : Ground mint check sweeps were
carried out with tow;-, loop gear on route
Green off Sevastopol ^s far as the 40-meter
line. So mines swepfe.

Minesweeping planes 3wept Kerch Strait for
crour.d r.ines accordin to plan, while the
group with towed 1: or. gear swept the northern
entrance to Kerch 3t -sit. No mines swept.

Motor minesweepers V. 30 and RA 56 took
soundings for r.i^.fl^ld K 7.

2 motor minesweepers (RA) swept the supply
route to Anapa f; r moored mines while
protecting the fetrpa convoy. No mines
swept

•

4 beats of the 3iimea group swept the route
from Kerch to b odosia. No mines swept.

Supply Traffic, t

£. Kerch Strait:

Lack of trucks and goods wagons in Kerch
continued to delay unloadir. .

Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus reported
that the Jetty hich was damaged by
bombing en 15 September could again be
used.

. Kerch- Temri -

Convoy No. 82 ran with 3 naval ferry
barges, 1 towing vessel, 2 lighters and
1 herbor defense boat.

1020 convoy No. 83 put out from Kerch
with 2 naval ferry barges, 1 towing vessel,
1 tug and 2 lighters. Owing tc engine
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trouble aboard the towing vessel, the convoy
anchored at point 201. Convoy planned to
continue passage at 1800.

c. At 1900 2 tugs, 2 naval ferry barges, 4
lighters, 1 motor sailing vessel, 3 water
police boats and 2 transport barges put out
from Genichesk for Kerch.

d. The last Anapa convoy, No. 191, ran with
13 naval ferry barges and anti-mine escort.

e. Crimea convoys and convoys in the western
Black Sea ran according to plan.

CONFIDENTIAL _27-
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21 September, 1P43

Simferopol

-r.emy S ituation ;

Night sir reconnaissance in the north-
eastern Blacv Sea failed co sight the
enemy. Throughout tb« &8J no enemy
shipping was observed in the Black Sea.
At 1600 1 motor minesweeper, course north-
west, was sighted off the Caucasus coast
near Tuapse and at 1640 9 M.T.E.s and 23
boats, also course northwest, were detected
between Ghelenjik and Novorossisk.

Visual observation revealed the following
enemy shipping in port:

Tuapse: 1 destroyer, 1 torpedoboet,
4 minesweepers, 4 motor minesweepers, 1

t nicer of about 7,000 tons and 10 coastal
vessels

.

T-helenjik: 3 coastal vessels, 6 motor
gunboats and some 30 boats.

Novorossisk: at 1625 1 coastal vessel
in the harbor making for the harbor exit.

At 1724 an Air Jcrc-: observation post
P€ ported 6 en K.T.B.s cruising off Anapa.
2 Turkish merchant vessels of 500 and 2,500
tons were sighted at anchor off the Turkish
coast.

The M.T.B.s sighted west of Anapa and the
convoy south of Novorossisk suggest landing
operations against the coast at the Kuben
bridgehead. It was also reported that
while the isolated units were withdrawing
through Anapa, they were engeged by enemy
forces which had been landed in Anapa harbor
at nightfall by 3 M.T.B.s and several small
boats.

Radio traffic revealed no major concentration
of ships or large-scale enemy activity.
Transmission of the position of a vessel
some 15 miles southwest of Sochi was inter-
cepted and it was alsc learned that Sukhum
transmitted the position of an unidentified
vessel some 17 miles southeast of Tuaps
to an K.T.B.

At 2230 1 submarli s located some 20
ills a southwest of Cape Tcrkan and at 2255
another submarine was located 90 miles east
of Constantsa.

riAL -28-
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In general, activity of small vessels was
moderate by day and' lively at night, when
several M.T.BeS and motor minesweepers were
operating. Submarines detected: 3 off the
northwest coast of the Crimea, 1 homeward and
1 outward bound in the eastern Black Sea.

Prom the Gotenkopf bridgehead it was reported
that the enemy was following up our retreating
forces along the entire front. Enemy attacks
were made in up to regiment strength, but were
repulsed.

Own Situation ;

At 0000 motor minesweepers R 30, RA 54 and
56, FR 7 and naval ferry barges F 418 and
419 put out from Kerch to the south to lay
minefield K 7.

At 0102 S 49 reported enemy naval forces 12
miles westnorthwest of Anapa. Shortly after-
wards she reported them to be enemy M.T.B.s
which she attacked at 0200 one mile west of
Anapa,

At 0225 she reported that her previous report
should have said motor gunboats instead of
M.T.B.s. At 0305 S 42 and S 49 both reported
that they had commenced return passage to
Ivan Baba.

During the night of 20/21 September, boats
of 1st E-Boat Flotilla occupied the patrol
line southeast and northwest of Anapa in
pairs from 2200 to 0300. From 0040 to 0048
the northern group had contact with 5 enemy
M.T.B.s. After shelling, the enemy made off
to the south at maximum speed. At 0144 they
made contact with 4 enemy motor gunboats.
As our boats were in an unfavorable position
against the horizon and the enemy vessels
had superior armament (7,5 cm. guns), the
engagement was broken off at 0149. The
enemy made off to the south. The southern
group of 1st E-Boat Flotilla did not sight
any enemy vessels. Proceeding approximately
10 miles from the northern group, the boats
did not join in the action after receiving
the radiogram because interference might have
caused confusion. For that reason, the group
remained in patrol line as ordered. This
measure was approved. At 0530 the boats
returned to Ivan Baba.

0515 Naval ferry barges F 329 and 382, naval
gunnery lighter No. 10, 4 minesweepers and
5 assault boats put in to Temriuk from patrol
duties. Nothing to report.

CONFIDENTIAL -29-
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0620 The towed convoy with the new eteamer
"Feodosia" anchored in Sudak Bay according
to plan.

0830 Submarine chasers Nos. 2302, 2304 and 2305
put in to Sevastopol from escort duties.

C805 Motor minesweepers R 30, RA 54 and 56,
FR 7 and naval ferry barge F 419 put in to
Kerch after laying minefield K 7 according
to plan.

Weather forecast:
(Simferopol 0930)

Eupatoria-Novorossisk and Sea of Azov: NE-
E winds, force 3 - 4, at times force 5,
fair, visibility 15 miles.

Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus was ordered
to provide 3 fully operational naval ferry
barges for operations in a patrol line off
the south Taman coast from 1400 on 22 September.
Naval ferry barges with the strongest
armament were to be selected for this task
and an attempt was to be made to increase
the armament by mounting anti-tank guns and
machine-guns. Furthermore, in view of the
special danger of boarding, the crews were
to be increased and given adequate small arms.

After the laying of the new minefields in
Kerch Strait, our declared area in the
southern entrance to Kerch Strait was
extended in a corrected announcement and
the new limits published in "Notices to
Mariners ."

Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus was again
informed that there was an order for the
increase of the forces of Naval Shore Commander,
Ukraine to 4 naval gunnery lighters and 4
naval forry barges. He was therefore
directed to despatch 1 naval gunnery lighter
and 2 naval ferry barges as quickly as
possible.

1st E-Boat Flotilla was ordered to dispose
2 groups of boats in patrol line southwest of
Anapa during the night of 21/22 September.
The groups should stand on and off at slight
speed. They should sail from Ivan Baba at
1800 and return passage to Ivan Baba is planned
for 0300 on 22 September. The flotilla was
informed that Anapa had been evacuated during
the night of 20/21 September and that the
frontline lay some 8 km. north of Anapa.
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At 1815 4 boats of 1st E-Boat Flotilla put out
from Ivan Baba for the patrol line as ordered.

Shortly before leaving, Commander, 1st E-Boat
Flotilla was informed of sighting reports and
reconnaissance results in the Novorossisk-Anapa
area (see Enemy Situation). He was ordered
to close in the group to operate against the
reported enemy forces, so that In the probable
engagement with the enemy their gunfire would
be concentrated.

At 1955 Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine reported
that 4th Battery, Naval Artillery Detachment
614 had moved into position near Genicheskaya
Gorka and had been ready to fire from 1800.
Tho transfer of 3rd Battery to Biriuchi is to
be carried out on 22 September.

Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus reported that
salvage work had started aboard naval gunnery
lighter No. 8 and that it was planned to employ
submersible lifting pontoons on 22 September.
The naval gunnery lighter is well down in the
sand and it will take at least 3-4 days to
tow her off.

U-boat Situation ;

0945 The damaged Italian midget submarine CB 1
was towed in to Sevastopol from Yalta.

0800 CB 3, followed at 1100 by CB 2, put out from
Sevastopol for anti-submarine operations south
of the Crimea.

U 20 reported that at 0800 on 22 September
she would be at Brown 10 to pick up her escort.
The boat was informed that 2 naval ferry barges
would be available then to escort her to
Sevastopol. At 1800 U 18 was informed that
at 1000 the following vessels had been detected
by visual reconnaissance in Tuapse harbor:
1 destroyer with steam up, 1 tanker of 7,000
tons, 1 torpedoboat, etc.

The boat was ordered to proceed at once to a

position south of Tuapse boom to attack the
tanker which according to experience would
put out approximately 24 hours later, At
2000 U 18 reported that at 0900 she had sighted
and attacked 1 tanker of 7,000 tons, 1 freighter
of 1,000 tons, 5 torpedoboats and minesweepers
with close escort by 5 planes. They were in
grid square 94113 heading for Tuapse. The
attack on the tanker failed and the freighter
was able to outmaneauver 2 single torpedoes.
The boat was observed, shelled and attacked
with numerous depth charges.

w
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U 18 had thus been in the right position.
She had attacked the convoy later reported
by air reconnaissance to be in port while
it was putting in. The 3trong escort and
unfavorable attacking conditions with smooth
sea prevented success.

The boat was ordered to lay 1 EMS mine
in grid square 9410 as it was expected that,
after detecting the U-boat off Tuapse, the
enemy would launch anti-submarine operations
before the tanker put out again. In that
case the EMS mine should have the desired
effect. The boat was then to return fco

Constantze as she had fired all her torpedoes
and had been at sea for more than 30 days.
U 18 was informed of tho anti-submarine
operational area of the Italian midget
submarines and ordered to alter course to
pass 20 miles south of it.

Unfortunately just v/hen there is continuous
enemy supply traffic which is expected to
increase, no U-boats will be in the operational
area for several days. Attempts were made
to avoid such a situation, but the unexpected
breakdown of U 9 and IT 20' s delayed sailing
brought them to nought.

Enemy Air Activity ;

During the night of 20/21 September, Kerch
reported bombing north of Kolonke and south
of Achilleon, no damage reported.

0830 8 bombers raided Taman, dropping 40 bombs,
most of which landed in the sea. 1 plane
was shot down. No casualties or damage
were reported.

0635 Temriuk outer harbor and the battery area
were raided by 1 plane which dropped 11
bombs. 1 assault boat belonging to the
combat engineers was destroyed by a direct,
hit. One man was seriously wounded and
several men slightly wounded, no damage to
naval property.

0600 Temriuk harbor was machine-gunned in a low-
level attack by 4 fighters and 8 IL 2 planes.
No damage or casualties.

0945 Temriuk convoy No. 83 was
No damage was reported.

raided off Tluchugury,

At 1224 a low-level machine-gun attack was
made on Taman harbor. No damage to naval
property. Another lev/- level attack was made
at 1625, again no damage to naval property.
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Minesweeping Activity :

Sevastopol: Boots with towed loop gear swept
route Green six times from the approach buoy
at Sevastopol northwards as far as the 40-
meter line and eastwards as far as the minefield.
No mines swept. Mine exploding vessel No. 193
swept the Danube eight times between Mile 55
and 46. No mines swept.

Kerch: Apart from the laying of K 7 mentioned
above, minefield K 8 was marked and soundings
taken. Soundings for minefields A-5 and A-6
were planned for the next day.

Work was done on the net barrage in Kerch Strait
and the coastal route from Achilleon to the
Poresyp estuary was swept. No mines swept.
The r^ute from Red 14 to Ilich was swept 20
times for ground mines. No mines swept.

Supply Traffic :

a. Ferry traffic in Kerch Strait continued
according to plan although delays in unloading
were still caused by the lack of goods wagons
and trucks, making it very difficult to keep
the transports running to a smooth routine.

b. With the despatch of the last Anapa convoy
yesterday and its. arrival in Kerch according
to schedule, it can now be stated that since
the beginning of transportation on 23 Feb.
1943 a total of 191 convoys has run up to
20 Sep. 1943. 61,717 tons were carried in
a west-east direction and 8,583 tons in an
east-west direction (since 7 Sep. 1943).

From 23 Feb. to 11 May, no convoys were
attacked by planes, while from 11 May to
20 Sep. 33 raids were carried out with bombs,
machine-guns and phosphorus. About 520
bombs of small, medium and heavy caliber
were counted in these raids. In addition,
thero were raids with a great many bombs
which were not counted. 13 attacking planes
were shot down by the Navy and 56 by the
Air Force. 6 more enemy planes v/ere probably
shot down by naval vessels and one by the
Air Force. We suffered the following losses
in the above-mentioned period: 7 men were
killed, 13 seriously wounded and 62 slightly
wounded, while 5 naval ferry barges were lost
and 11 v/ere damaged.

Apart from the air raids, submarine attacks
were carried out on 18 and 21 May and 5 Juno.
6 torpedoes v/ere fired, no damage. The
distance from Anapa to the next enemy port
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(Ghelenjik) amounts to 45 miles.

c. 2 Temriuk convoys put in to Kerch and
at 1500 the last Temriuk: convoy put
out from Kerch with 3 naval ferry barges,
2 tugs and 1 lighter.

d. At 1700 1 motor sailing vesiel, 2 tugs,
4 lighters, 2 naval ferry barges and
5 boats put in to Kerch from Genichesk.

At 1915 on 21 September 2 naval ferry
barges put out from Kerch for Genichesk.

e. Crimea convoys and convoys in the
western Black Sea ran according to plan.

To relieve the situation in Kerch harbor,
it is planned to withdraw any vessels which
ere not required. It is intended to transfer
3 lighters from Kerch to Theodosia every
second day and then from there they will
proceed to Sevastopol.
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22 September, 1943

Simferopol

Enemy Situation ;

Owing to bad weather no air reconnaissance
was flown during the night of 21/22 September.
Daylight reconnaissance did not detect any-

enemy shipping in the Black Sea. A few small
vessels and 1 M.T.B. were observed in the area
off Anapa. Reconnaissance in the Sea of Azov
revealed a distinct change in the focal point
of the boats' activity from the Gulf of
Taganrog, particularly from Yeisk, to Primorsko
Akhtari.

At 0840 the following enemy ships were observed
in Yeisk: 4 M.T.B. s, 2 small patrol vessels,
1 paddle steamer (old and well down in the water),
2 coastal vessels and 30 boats. 1 small coastal
vessel and 1 small patrol vessel were putting
out on a northerly course.

Enemy ships in Primorsko at 0830: 1 small and
12 large motor gunboats, 2 M.T.B. s, 15 small
patrol vessels, 2 small coastal vessels and
80 boats. It may be assumed that not only
had ships been transferred but also that small
patrol vessels had again been brought to the
Sea of Azov.

The following vessels were detected by visual
reconnaissance off Anapa at 1620: 1 M.T.B.
10 miles west of Anapa, 1 M.T.B. east of Cape
Sukko , 2 small coastal vessels south of Anapa.

At 2100 long-range reconnaissance was flown
between Ghelenjik and Anapa as far as 30 miles
out to sea, no sightings were made. Photo-
graphic evaluation of yesterday's reconnaissance
results for the ports of Novorbssisk, Ghelenjik
and Tuapse revealed only slight changes compared
with the findings of visual observation (see
War Diary of 21 September). In particular,
4 submarine chasers were identified off Tuapse.

Main Naval D/P Station reported moderate radio
traffic and no perceptible movements of large
vessels. Lively M.T.B. activity was detected
off the northern east coast with moderate
activity of small vessels off the central and
southern parts.

Towards evening 2 submarines were detected in
the northwestern Black Sea as far as the south-
west coast of the Crimea, according to air
reconnaissance, presumably off the south coast
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of the Crimes. 2 more submarines were
identified in the eastern Black Sea, one
of the.- en return passage from the operational
sres .

From the bridgehead it was sg 5 -- reported
that enemy attacks in up to regiment strength,

.3 with tank -~- > bed been repulsed.
7 he attacks were ~ide over the whole front-
line of the Rumanian Army.

Own. Situation :

On 21 September the enemy attacked our
positions northeast of Kirilovka across the
isthmus "cetween I : Molochno and the Sea
cf Azov. Ir. respense to an urgent request
from Army 2-roup A, I therefore ordered 3
r.sval gunnery lighters tc leave at once to
tcmcard t :~y concentrations. At 0225
the 3 naval gunner" lighters arrived at

Kirilovka j at 0350 they reached the north-
firing position and the bombardment was
carried out from C4E5 to 0525. 2 fires
with heavy smoke clouds and sor. rlent
explosions ''ere observed. At first the beets
were met by strong defensive fire which ceased,
however, towards the end of the bombardment.
The ships also observed that when the bombard-
ment was over, our infantry counter- at i,

while n: r r I-Iirilovka Russian prisoners could
be seen being marched beck.

At 0100 the north mole in Kerch caught fire
and there were loud explosions. The fire
:isrted on a truck which was being loaded
with detonators and hand-grenades. The
lines of wagons and ammunition piles carried
the fire to lighter No. 113S which was loaded
with ammunition. The fire en the mole has
been extinguished.

At 0400 the burning lighter was tewed off
and later on was scuttled between the fishery
harbor and Xolcnka.

Damage: light-' r Wo ( 1139 was a total loss;
lighter No. 1476, tug "Lobeu' 1 and 3 small
lighters were damaged; 1 combined operations
ferry was damaged by splinters. The ncrth-

tern corner of the mole was destroyed and
2 - 2 '.':.; for large 1 bt rs cannot be
used.

At 0545 E-bosts S 26, S 42. S 45 and S 49
put in to Ivan Babr from the petrol line
between Anapc »ia Hagdalena . -, no
sight

::~—
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No incidents wore reported from the patrol
line in Temriuk Bay; the ships operating
there joined the last Temriuk-Kerch convoy.

At 0745 the mine-laying formation put in to
Kerch after completing minelaying assignment
K 9 according to plan.

At 0830 the towed convoy with the new steamer
"Feodosia" put in to Sevastopol. This slow-
moving convoy had reached port without being
attacked.

Weather forecast:
(Simferopol 0930)

Eupatoria - Novorossisk and Sea of Azov;
Variable winds, mainly south, force 2-3,
fair, visibility 15 miles.

1150 The last Temriuk convoy put in to Kerch after
scuttling lighter No. 1480 to block the
Temriuk channel. She ws3 loaded with concrete.
LMB mines were laid in the approach to the
Temriuk channel.

Since Anapa is occupied by enemy forces,
landings may be expected on the German-occupied
south Taman coast or enemy naval forces may
bombard our coast. In view of this, the
flank protection for the bridgehead has been
reinforced from the sea and the patrol lines
extended and strengthened by naval ferry
barges. Our forces in that area had the task
of preventing landing operations and coastal
bombardments. Orders were accordingly Issued
for attacks on enemy forces.

1400 Naval gunnery lighters Nos. 1 and 11 and 3
RK-boats put out from Kerch for patrol duties
off the north Taman coast.

1440 The "Prodromos" convoy was attacked off
St. George by torpedo planes. She was
proceeding from Sevastopol to Constantza.
No damage was reported.

1700 4 E-boats of the lst.E-Boat Flotilla put out
from Ivan Baba for assignments close to the
Caucasus coast between Cape Idokopas and the
Vulan valley.

1700 Motor minesweepers R 30, RA 54 and 56 put out
from Kerch for minelaying assignments.

1700 S 28 put out from Constantza to proceed alone
to Ivan Baba.

CONFIDENTIAL
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1710 2 naval ferry barges put out, from Kerch
for the patrol line off the south Taman
coast.

1900 2 boats of 11th E-Boat Flotilla put out from
Theodosia for the patrol line west of Cape
Utrish.

1900 5 naval gunnery lighters put out from
Genichesk to repeat the bombardment of enemy
positions on the isthmus between Osero Molochno
and the Sea of Azov. 6th Army H.Q. was to
send one liaison officer to be embarked on
the leading boat.

If the liaison officer did not arrive in time,
the boats had orders to sail to bombard the
village of Stepanovka Yanzgury where the enemy
concentrations were believed to be.

U-boat Situation :

At 1550 the Italian midget submarine CB 2
put in to Sevastopol because of engine
trouble. At 1910 U 20 put in to Sevastopol
escorted by 2 naval feryy barges.

Enemy Air Activity ;

0655 A heavy air raid was carried out on the
port of Tamon. Berth No. 1 was hit but can
still be partially used, berth No. 4 received
a direct hit and berth No. 2 was damaged by
splinters. No casualties.

1652 Yalta was raided by 5 Boston bombers which
dropped 20 bombs on the harbor and town area,
no damage was reported.

Mine sweeping Activity ;

The formation led by motor minesweeper
R 30 returned from minelaying assignment K 9
and, after replenishing throughout the day,
put out again in the evening for minelaying
assignment K 8.

Danube: The river was swept several times
by mine sweeping planes and mine exploding
vessels without result. Mine exploding
vessel TTo. 192 also swept the Sulina Arm
after mines had been laid off Mile 22.
No mines swept.

A German bo^t claimed to have observed
minelaying activity when several planes flow
over. A lighter struck a mine off Mile 22
and a small Rumanian passenger steamer was
destroyed by a mine off Kilometer 58 in the
?.4oain Channel.

CO ' TJAL
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Further minesweeping in the Danube and off
Sevastopol was carried out according to plan.
Kerch Strait was also swept according to plan.

Supply Traffic :

a. No change in return transports across
Kerch Strait.

b. At 1150 the last Temriuk convoy No. 84
put in to Kerch with 3 naval ferry barges,
2 tugs and 2 lighters.

c. At 1635 naval ferry barges Nos. 446 and
575, naval gunnery lighter No. 10 and tugs
"Braunkohle'' and "Amsel" put out from Kerch
for Genichesk.

d. Crimea convoys and convoys in the western
Black Sea ran according to plan.

CONFIDENTIAL -39-
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25 September j 1945

Simferopol

Ir.er- Situation ;

Night sir reconnaissance in the eastern
Hack Sea and off the Caucasus coast did
not detect any enemy forces.

: enemy shipping was reported in the Black
Sea throughout the day.

etween 0620 and 070C several Turkish
merchant ships were sighted in the vicinity
of the Turkish coast: 1 freighter of 1,000
tons, course west, 12 miles northwest of
Inebolu; 1 freighter of 2,500 tons and
2 coastal vessels, each 300 tons, anchored
5 miles northwest of C-ide; 2 freighters of
3,000 and 5,000 tons, course southwest,
3 miles northwest of Ourucasile and 1 freighter
of 5,000 tons on a southwesterly course 5

miles west of Curucasile. At 1115 3 coastal
vessels, course northwest, were sighted 8
"lies south of Anapa and 1 motorbost, cour
northwest, was observed 3 miles south of
Anapa

.

rr.emy ships in port in the forenoon:
belenjlki 3 mine: . r.~ , 12 motor mine-

sweepers, 7 K.T.E.s, 3C motor landing boats,
10 coastal vessels totaling 1,500 tons, and
40 boats.

Achuevski: 1 coastal vessel and 15 boats.

Sadki: 30 boats.

Primorsko Akhtari: 2 M.T.B.a, 14 gunboats,
2 coastal vessels, 15 small patrol vessels
and 60 boats.

Main Naval D/F Station reported moderate
activity of smell vessels off the entire

st coast and in the Sec of Azov. No
perceptible focal points. At 1750 a destroyer
was reported from radio traffic to be off the
central to northern part of the east coast.

In the forenoon, 2 submarines were intercepted
receiving tr ions in the nor" tern
Black Sea and in the afternoon, 3 submarls
were identified in the northwestern Black Sea

for as the southwest coast of the Crimea.
With reference to the Army si~ 'ion at t.

G-otenkopf beachhead, it was reported that the
breakthrough east of I. :ovo had been sealed
off. All attacks were repulsed and the enemy
suffered casualties. Dive-bombers brought
r- tc the fighting troops.

30 FIDE! TLXL -40-
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Own Situation ;

The coast northeast of Genichosk was again
bombarded during the night of 22/23 September,
but the Army liaison officer was not present.
The focal point of the attack by the 3 naval
gunnery lighters was near Stepanovka. The
bombardment lasted from 0455 to 0530. Several
fires and explosions were observed in the
village. Prom 0535 to 0545 enemy batteries
were attacked. At the beginning of the
bombardment, the enemy fired back violently,
but later the gunfire abated. While turning
away, the naval gunnery lighters were shelled
by heavy batteries which were emplaced far
inland. Our guns certainly put 2 enemy
batteries out of action. A column of trucks
was shelled with good results and some vehicles
were destroyed by fire. Range of the action
was 3.5 to 6.5 km., consumption of ammunition
approximately 800 rounds of 8,8 cm. shells.
At 1215 the naval gunnery lighters returned
to Genichesk.

At 0440 S 28 put in to Ivan Baba and was reported
ready for action by 1200 on 23 September.

At 0535 S 502 and 504 put in to TheodoSia from
the patrol line west of Cape Utrish, no enemy
sightings. At about 0030 a bombing attack
was observed on Anapa and 2 fairly large fires
were started.

At 0700 I proceeded to Genichesk to obtain
information on the situation from Naval Shore
Commander, Ukraine and to discuss operational
questions in person.

At 0730 S 26, 42, 45, and 49 put in to Ivan
Baba from their lurking positions between
Vulan valley and Chugovko passage. No enemy
shipping was observed and no planes, patrol
vessels or searchlights were detected.

At 0745 the formation which was ordered to
lay minefield K 8 put in to Kerch after
execution of the task. Miscalculation of
the throwing interval due to insufficient study
of the currents resulted in the mines being
laid too close together. The gap between
the eastern end of the minefield and Cape
Achilleon was 2 milos wider than intended.
It was planned to close this gap by a new
minefield.

At 0745 naval ferry barges F 302 and 315 put
in to Kerch from patrol line off the south
coast of Taman Peninsula. Nothing to report.
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Weather forecast:
(Simferopol 0930)

Eupatoria - Novorosslsk and Sea of Azov»
S winds, force 3 - 5, at night ST7 - S,
force 4-3, cloudy, overcast and showery
in the west, visibility 6 - l'O miles.

In Nikolaiev naval transport No. 31 was
launched and naval ferry barge F 560 was
commissioned in Varna.

The patrol lines to provide flank protection
for the Gotenkopf position off the south
and north Taman coast were ordered as on
preceding days. The patrol line off the
north coast of Taman Peninsula as far as
Temriuk Bay was to be strengthened by 1
naval ferry barge.

At 1615 motor minesweepers RA 54, 56 and
FR 2 put out from Kerch to take soundings
for the planned minefields A-5 and A-6.

Simferopol
17C0

Gale warning: wind NW - N, force 7-8.

After this warning, the operations which had
been ordered were canceled and execution was
postponed for 24 hours. The formations
which had already put out were ordered to
return.

Temriuk battery moved into position in Shukovke
and 1st Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 614
was entrained for the Russian position near
Genicheskaya Gorka.

After the minelaying in the northern entrance
to Kerch Strait, the declared area was
announced in "Notices to Mariners".

At 1900 I returned to Simferopol from my
visit to Naval Shore Commander, Ukrair.e where
I discussed and settled operational questions.

U-boat Situation :

U 20 is taking In her supply of torpedoes
and undergoing minor repairs in Sevastopol.
She will bo ready for torpedo operations on
24 September.

Important information from U 20' s short report:
Strikingly heavy coastal traffic in the Poti
Tea, 5 steamers in 1 day in both directions.
At night 2 semi-darkened destroyers were standing
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on and off between Poti and Batum. Mines
were laid on the observed steamer route
approximately 1.5 to 2 miles from the coast
in water 17 to 24 meters deep.' The minefield
lies some 3 mile's north of the harbor entrance.
Boat not observed before, during or after
minelaying. She could not proceed nearer to
the coast owing to visibility and the line of
patrol vessels, but avoided the outer patrol
vessels on the surface.

At 1330 Italian midget submarine CB 3 put in
to Sevastopol from anti-submarine operations
south of Sarich, enemy not sighted.

CB 1 reported that her electic motors had
broken down as a result of flooding which
occurred when she torpedoed the enemy vessel
off Yalta. She would therefore be unfit for
operations for at least 2 months. Transfer
of the boat to Constantza for repairs was
discussed, but this cannot be done until we
learn the Rumanian attitude towards the
Italians who continue to fight.

Enemy Air Activity :

From 0815 to 0823 enemy planes raided Taman
in 3 waves. No further damage to naval
property. Transshipment is still going on.
The main railroad tracks for troops and heavy
freight were badly damaged.

At 1258 Kerch harbor was heavily bombed.
The raid v/as a complete surprise and no anti-
aircraft guns were in operation, Damage:
Motor minesweeper R 30 and 4 boats of the
harbor defense flotilla were total losses.
The tugs "Moliore" and "Gestmann 9" were
heavily damaged, "Lubeck" and "Saale" slightly
damaged. Berth No. 3 was destroyed. 12 -

15 Navy personnel dead, 3 men seriously wounded,
7 slightly wounded and 4 civilians dead.

At 1531 Yalta was raided by 5 Boston bombers.
About 20 bombs were dropped into the water
outside the harbor and on the Massandra district
of the town. No damage was reported.

Minesweeping Activity :

Danube: Minesweeping planes and mine exploding
vessel Mo. 193 swept the river according to
plan. No mines swept. The mine exploding
vessel covered the area between Miles 17 and
27 seven times.
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Sevaafcopn] ; Route Greon was swept six times
northwards and eastwards &a far as the mine-
field. TT o mines swept.

Kerch: Minelaying was carried out according
to plan. Soundings were taken for minefield
A-5 and it was marked by buoys.

The group with towed loop gear and minesweeping
planes swept Kerch Str8it and the coastal route
as far as the Peresyp estuary according to
plan. No mines swept.

Supply Traffic :

a. Perry traffic in Kerch Strait continued
according to plan.

b. N8val ferry barges F 446 and 575, tugs
"Braunkohle 8" and ''Amsel" and naval
gunnery lighter No. 10 put in to G-enichesk
at 1100.

c. Throughout the day Crimea convoys and
convoys in the western Black Sea ran
according to plan. As a result of the •

gale warning, convoys which were planned
for late afternoon did not put out.
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24 September, 1943

Simferopol

Enemy Situation:

Night air reconnaissance off the Caucasus
coast a 3 far as Cape Pitsunda did not sight
the enemy on 33/24 September, Throughout
the day there was no enemy shipping in the
Black Sea. In the forenoon several freighters
were detected off the Turkish coast: 1

passenger steamer of 4,700 tons 25 miles north
of Rizeh, course west; 1 freighter of 2,000
tons also course west, 20 miles north of Rizeh;
1 freighter of 1,200 tons, course west, 28 miles
to the northwest, 1 freighter of 2,000 tons,
course east, 15 miles northeast of the Bosporus
entrance and 1 freighter of 3,000 tons on a

westerly course 15 miles north of Silo.

No enemy shipping was observed in the Sea of
Azov.

Air reconnaissance revealed the following enemy
shipping in port:

Achuevski: 1 coastal vessel and 18 boats.

Yeisk: 1 motor gunboat, 1 coastal vessel of
500 tons and 40 boats, some beached.

Primorsko Akhtari: 12 motor gunboats, 1 coastal
vessel of 500 tons and 2 smaller vessels,
6 M.T.B.s, 14 small petrol vessels and 50 boats.

Sadki: 30 boats.

Yassenka: 13 boats.

Evening reconnaissance off the Caucasus coast
from Sukhum to Anapa and 30 miles out to ser
sighted no enemy shipping traffic.

At noon, Main Naval d/F Station detected 1
destroyer presumably in the Tuapse aroa, also
1 submarine in the central Black Sea which was
returning to the east.

During the day moderate activity of small
vessels was observed. No changes in the focal
points. In the evening another submarine was
detected in an unidentified position which was
later stated to be 30 miles southwest of Tarkan.

With reference to the Army situation at the
Gotenkopf bridgehead, it was reported that the
enemy was quickly following our retreating
troops. The attacks which were supported by
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tanks were repulsed. Dive-bombers brought
the advancing tanks to a standstill and
forced the enemy to turn off.

Own Si tug tier, t

In addition to the action report on the
bomt nt of the coast northeast of
:-enichesk during the night of 22/23 Sept.
(see War Diary 23 September), it was learned
that the headland was heavily shelled by
the 3 naval gunnery lighters sr.d that tl

Russians were pushed to the German lines by
The continuous barrage. Our infantry were
able to overrun the Soviet troops in a counter-
attack, taking 180 prisoners. Cc ier-in-
hlefj Army Group A expressed the Army's

thanks for this effective support and trans-
mitted a message of special acknowledgment
to the units of the Navy concerned.

Owing to bad weather conditions, E-boats
did not operate during the night cf 23/24

;:temter. With the exception of the patrol
line off the nor -

:

-

- 7 : man coast, the patrol
lines were not occupied. The vessels which
were on patrol duty off the north Tanan cocst
did not receive the order to return and on
their own initiative anchored off Cape Perli.
At 1015 naval ferry barge F 449 put in to

"- r ch whi ] Lighl ~ " o s . 1 a nd
11 anchored near Ilich. During the night
naval gunnery lighter Yc, 1 was rammed by naval
ferry barge 7 449, r forward gun was
da . , but she ined 1.

At 0715 motor mines rs RA 54, 56 and
FR 2 put in to Kerch after taking soundir.
and marking the minefield sections A-5 £nd
.-.-6 with buoys. Work had to be abandoned
owing to the weather. New marking buevs
would have to be laid on the night Df 24/25
September, because those rlreedy laid would

moved in the violent northerly gale.

Weather forecast:
(Sim: - :1 0930)

Eupatorla - Hovorossiak and Sea of Azov:
W winds, force 4 - 5, at night force 4-3,
visibility 15 miles. Local thunderstorms

pt in the Sea of Azov.

activity of enemy fc , the number of
ships In .c.r-sps and prisoners' atat ts
indl that an Bnemy Landing on Taman corst

--. Such an action might seriously
interfere with our planned withdrawal.
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I therefore decided on the following measures:

1« 1st E-Boat Flotilla was ordered to dispose
3 boats in patrol line west of Cape Utrish
on the night of 24/25 September. The line
was to be at right angles to the coast,
with focal point close to the coast.
Boats should put out at 1830 and commence
return passage from the patrol line at 0230.
Anti-submarine operations permitted. The
flotilla was informed that 3 naval ferry
barges would be on patrol close to the
south Taman coast east of Zhelezni Rog.

2. Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus was directed
to dispose 3 well-armed special purpose
naval ferry barges in patrol line off the
south Taman coast. They must not proceed
beyond our own front line which should be
in the vicinity of Vitiasevski Liman.
Later on, Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus
was ordered to dispose naval ferry barges
F 302, 315 and 445 from 1 hour before night-
fall to 1 hour before dawn each day in
patrol line off the south Taman coast between
Zhelezni Rog and our own frontline. The
barges should be very heavily armed. As
mentioned in the previous order, they must
not pass east of our front. Only the worst
weather will cause this operation to be
canceleda

30th Motor Minesweeper Flotilla was informed
that the orders for the additional blocking
minefield east of minefield K 8 would follow
after completion of the minelaying task already
ordered.

At 1520 motor minesweepers RA 52 and FR 4 put
out from Kerch for Cape Kazantip to take
soundings for minefield section K 5.

At 1600 S 26 and 47 put out from Ivan Baba
for overhaul in Constantza.

' At 1740 naval ferry barges F 474 and 306 put
out from Kerch for the patrol line and to cct
as operational reserves off the north Taman
coast. These 2 barges were also well-armed
and manned for the occasion.

At 1740 naval ferry barges F 302, 315 and 445
put out from Kerch for the patrol line off the
south coast of the Taman Peninsula.

At 1830 S 28, 42 and 45 put out from Ivan
Baba for patrol duties off Cape Utrish.

CONFIDENTIAL -47-
SECUMTY "INFORMATION 112



:;::fide!:tiai

At 1S00 3 nevel ferry barges and motor
r.ir.e sweepers HM 2 and 3 put out from

nichesk for the patrol line from off
the southern tip of BIrluchi to our own main
line of defc--

The harbor aefer.se boat RB 01 which was
trended south of Kirilovka has been blown
p« The guns were salvaged.

1st Battery, N8val Gunnery Dets nt 614 moved
irei;o position near Genickeskaya Gorka and
re dy to fi^o from 24 £ pi r.

report was submitted to Army Group A to
the effect that en agent from the Swedish
Eml y In 7 3 reported that some
1/200 ler.CLr.z boats of £ - 10 tons and 300
larger vessels (r 1- coastal vessels)
delivered from th .£.A. were lying in the
Caucasus ports c They were or would be
ready to lend Rue troops on the Crime sn
Peninsula. Furthe rmore , 3 or 4 Russian oil
tankers were said te e eonverted for
use as covering v Is for the crossing
operation. The lar operation was

ed to be scheduled for early in Oct.

The possibility that a fairly large number
of landln jats la as led in the Caucasus
ports cannot be rejected. number of
shirr mentioned by the agent does not seem
credible, be cause even if the boats h
delivered to Russia, trrnspor >n difficult!
would prevent their transfer by railroad to
the Caucasus ports. In all pre: iblllty,
ur. rved transfer by see would have been

sible because the be ts
-

rould then fa

1 to pass igh ere- Dardanelles. T ve
r.c means of checking the report at rresent

use the Caucasus ports have not been
recennoitered for a long time ewing to lack

"^r.es. I hove repeatedly : sked 1st Air
Corps for constant reconnaissance cf the por

coast fn turn tc Tuapse and I toe
rtuni~- mlist the support of Army Group

.. In . ry r*€ jue st

.

V-t: rt Site:- -i -r. t

e 114C 1 in to Con t otza from her
third operation. t cing In more torpedoes,
U 20 put out fr 1 - 1500 with
instruc^ to r the northern route
t^ th€ "Taj :

' operational zone for torpedo
inst enemy naval vessels and supply

traffic.
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Owing to the weather, Itolian midget submarines
CB 4 and 6 which reported ready for action
did not operate.

Commander, Italian Midget Submarine Flotilla
was sent to Constantza to determine the
attitude of the rest of the flotilla and to
negotiate for Italian supplies.

Enemy Air Activity :

From 1306 to 1437, 27 PE 2 planes raided Kerch
in 3 waves from an altitude of 6,000 - 7,000
meters. About 100 bombs were dropped. The
tugs "Saale" and "Ivan Vasov" were damaged by
splinters. 1 PE plane was shot down by
fighters

.

Minesweeping Activity :

Danube: With reference to the minesweeping
tasks of 23 September, it was later reported
that motor minesweeper R 209 found 2 mines
shortly beforo entering Sulina while pulling
in the sweep. Their type could not be
discovered because they exploded within the
gear. Mine exploding vessel No. 193 carried
out several sweeps without result. 1 mine
was swept by mine swee ping planes in 44° 57' N,
29° 33' E after they had covered the area in
St. George Arm several times.

Sevastopol: The group with towed loop gear
swept route Green northwards as far as the
40-meter line.

Kerch: FZ-boats and minesweeping planes
swept the area from the northern entrance to
Kerch Strait to the Peresyp estuary for ground
mines. No mines swept.

Supply Traffic :

a. Ferry traffic in Kerch Strait continued
according to plan.

b. After they had been delayed or forced to
anchor because of the weather on the previous
night, Crimea convoys and convoys in the
western Black Sea ran without incident.

On the proposal of Naval Shore Commander,
Caucasus, Commanding General, Kerch Strait
appointed naval officer as port commissars
with special authority to keep a strict
check on loading and unloading. This would
ensure that all possible measures to speed
up the evacuation of troops and goods from
the Taman Peninsula would be adopted. The
port commissars will be supervised by Naval
Port Commander, Kerch. (In actual fact,
loading and unloading should be 'the task of the
Army.

)
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25 September, 1945

Simferopol

Enemy Situation :

Owing to o radsr breakdown, night air
reconnaissance obtained no locations.
At dawn, numerous small enemy vessels and
landing boats were sighted off the north
and south coast of the Taman Peninsula.
An enemy force of about 600 landed on the
north coast: 13 small naval vessels were
identified in the operation. On the coast
about 200 men landed and 31 small naval
vessels and landing boats were counted off
the coast. After the landings, the
following vessels made off in the Sea of
Azov: at 0642 12 small armed vessels, course
north, 15 miles northeast of Kuchugury and
1 boat, course north, 10 miles north of
Temriuk; at 0655 3 M.T.B.s, course 140°,
were observed 10 miles south of Anapa;
they increased their speed end disappeared
from view about 15 miles northwest of Anapa.

Enemy shipping in port:

Ghelenjik: 1 minesweeper, 2 motor mine-
sweepers, 5 M.T.B.s, 8 landing boats
(personnel), 1 small armed vessel, 9 coastal
vessels totaling 1,500 tons, and 45 boats.
At 0656 3 motor minesweepers were proceeding
on a southeasterly course 25 miles west of
Ghelenjik. Off Novorossisk at 0700: 2
motor minesweepers, 3 landing boats and 1
coastal vessel, course east. At 0711 8 motor
minesweepers and 11 landing boats were 2 miles
south of Anapa heading for the coast. Off
Achuevski at 0729: 4 motor gunboats, 3
coastal vessels and 1 coastal vessel, course
northeast. Sadki: 45 boats. Primorsko
Akhtari: 3 motor gunboats, 4 M.T.B.s, 1

laden tank landing craft 45 meters long,
2 coastal vessels, 15 small patrol vessels
and 55 boats. Kamyshevatka : 10 boats.
Yeisk: 1 motor gunboat, 3 coastal vessels,
1 M.T.B. and 35 boats. No important
shipping was detected in the Black Sea.
Freight traffic v/as observed close to the
Turkish coast and on the previous day air
reconnaissance also reported 2 Turkish passenger
steamers carrying troops.

Main Naval D/F Station reported lively
activity of small vessels off the central and
northern parts of the east coast. No
activity of large vessels was perceptible.
2 submarines were on passage to the west.
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According to inexact locations, the destroyer
which was already reported was in the area
between Tuapse and Anapa.

With reference to the land situation at the
Gotenkopf bridgehead, it was reported that
withdrawals were being made according to plan
and enemy vanguard attacks and thrusts had
been repulsed. Any enemy troops which landed
were annihilated.

Own Situation ;

The following details of enemy landings on
the north and south coast of the Taman
Peninsula were reported; at first, 200 men
in the Kuban Delta east of Chaikino, then
some 150 - 200 men near Golubitzkaya , where
11 Russian gunboats were identified.
Approximately 200 men landed on the south
Taman coast near Bugaski Liman . During
the landing operations, our patrol forces had
the following encounters with the enemy:
At 0005 1st E-Boat Flotilla met an S-class
2-stack torpedoboat and 1 gunboat in the patrol
line west of Cape Utrish. The E-boats
attacked the Russian torpedoboat until 0200.
They fired 5 torpedoes, b\it because of their
easily visible tracks, the boat avoided them
all. The enemy's defensive fire was also
unsuccessful.

0500 The naval ferry barges in the patrol line off
the south Taman coast were engaged by light
naval forces off Zhelezni Rog.

0300 The naval gunnery lighters and ferry barges
in the patrol line off the north Taman coast
had an encounter with light enemy naval forces.

Our patrol forces could not prevent the enemy
from landing at 2 places on the long coastline.
On the other hand, It can probably be assumed
that their interference disrupted and prevented
further landing operations at other places.
Furthermore, they effectively brought to nought
the enemy plans for penetrating into Kerch
Strait, while the E-boat attacks also prevented
any large vessels from supporting the landing
operation.

0425 Motor minesweepers RA 54 and 56 put out from
Kerch to take soundings.

0450 The E-boats which operated last night returned
to Ivan Baba.

0500 S 26 and S 47 put in to Constantza.
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05cc Naval ferry barges F 476 and 306 put in to
?rch frc - trbl duties.

06" Naval ferry barges F 474 and 3C6 put out
from Kerch for patrol duties.

sval Shore Coriander, Caucasus reported a

lengthening of the patrol line off the north
Tainan Peninsula and reinforcement by naval
ferry barges F 449 and 126 and naval gunnery
lighter !7o. 11. Naval ferry barges F 306 ,

168 and 474 were in the western part of the
patrol line, while barges 7 472, 382 and 342
were deployed in the north as operational

serves. They had orders to take all
possible action to prevent further enemy
landings near Golubitzkaye

.

Weather forecast:
(Simferopol 0930)

Eupatoria - Novorossis".: and Sea of Azov:
NE winds, force 3, sea wind during the day,
force 4-5, variable winds at night, force
2-3, fair visibility 15 miles.

As further enemy landings were to be expected
on the next night, the following orders were
issued: Luring the night cf 25/26 September,
1st E-Ecat Flotilla will dispose 3 boats in
patrol line between Cape Utrish and 44° 1C N,
37° 12' E with focal Doint near the coast.
At 44 c 53' N 11th E-Boat Flotilla will occupy
a patrol line from 36° 55' E to 37° 05' E.
The hosts should stand on end off at slight
speed along the petrol line.

E rem 1 hour after nightfall until sunrise,
val Shore Commander * Caucasus will dispose

naval ferry barges F 302, 315 and 445 In
patrol line between Brown IS and Brown 20.

All forces will have orders to attack enemy
vessels and prevent lancing operations; if
they encounter the enemy, a "Most Immediate"
report with position, number and type cf en-
forces should be transmitted.

1st E-Boat Flotilla should not pass north of
the connecting line from Brown 15 to 44° 48' V,
37° OC F to Anapa, while 11th E-Boat Flotilla
should remain north of the same line.

putting in to Kerch, meter minesweeper
R 3c was ordered to take in 12 1MB 3 for
the claying operation planned for the night
of 26/27 September. te mines were available
at Mining end Barrage Command in Kerch.
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At 1630 on 26 September, 4 boats of the Crimea
group were at readiness in Kerch.

Nothing to report from the patrol line east
of Genichesk during the night of 24/25 September.

At 1830 3 boats of 1st E-Boat Flotilla put out
for the patrol line west of Cape Utrishj at
2100 they turned about owing to the weather.

At 1900 S 502 and 504 put out from Theodosia
for the patrol line; at 2110 the operation
was broken off owing to the weather.

Further patrol lines as ordered above were
occupied by naval ferry barges and naval
gunnery lighters.

At 2230 a report was received that at 2110
4 enemy boats had again landed troops near
Golubitzkaya.

The following measures were ordered:

The naval ferry barges and naval gunnery
lighters in the patrol line off the north
Taman coast were to proceed eastward with all
speed to the area off the enemy landing place
near Golubitzkaya. They were to attack the
enemy forces and prevent further landing
operations. The reserve group of naval ferry
barges at the northern entrance to Kerch Strait
was immediately to occupy the western part of
the patrol line between Kuchugury and the
Peresyp estuary. Regardless of the danger
from planes, the groups of patrol boats should
remain at sea after daybreak on 26 September
until air reconnaissance reports Temriuk Bay
free of enemy forces and 49th Army Corps no
longer requires naval forces for bombardment
of enemy landing places. For this bombard-
ment after daybreak on 26 September, an Army
liaison officer should be embarked near
Peresyp and recognition signals for determining
our own positions settled with the Army.

The attempt to salvage naval gunnery lighter
No. 8 failed as the hawsers broke during the
attempt to raise her. Further attempts would
be useless because the sand is steadily gaining
hold.

After ordering the transfer of motor mine-
sweepers FR 2, 4, 7 and 8, Group South was
informed that with the increased east-west
transportation across Kerch Strait the enemy
would be laying a great many more mines there.
As this made it advisable to move the ships
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later after all the evacuation transports
had left the Kuban bridgehead, Group South
agreed to the postponement of the transfer.

In Admiral, Black Sea Gkdos. Chefs. 230/43 AI

,

motor minesweeper R 35 was ordered to lay
mines in the approaches to Primorsko Akhtari.
This was because air reconnaissance had
detected a great number of enemy ships there.
(See Appendix, Admiral, Black Sea Gkdos.
Chefs. 230/43 AI .

)

U-boat Situation ;

Because of the convoys in Eupatoria Bay,
the sailing of the Italian midget submarines
was postponed for 24 hours.

Enemy Air Activity :

Prom 0000 to 0300 enemy air activity with
bombing was reported from Senaya. At 1400
Kerch was raided by 8 P2 8nd 4 LAG planes.
The tug "Moliere" received a direct hit and
sank. 1 plane was shot down by fighters.

At 1450 naval ferry barge P 449 reported that
she had been attacked by 6 enemy bombers, no
damage.

Minesweeping Activity ;

Danube: Mine exploding vessel No. 193 and
mineswecping planes operated without sweeping
any mines

.

Sevastopol: No mines were swept while sweeping
route Green again several times with towed
loop gear.

Armed fishing vessel No. 14 reported that she
had swept 2 mines off Kilia, one at 2130 and
the other at 2215. Both exploded immediately.

Kerch: The PZ-group and minesweeping planes
swept the coastal route as far as the Peresyp
estuary for moored mines and ground mines.
No mines swept.

Motor minesweepers (RA) and the FZ-group took
soundings and laid minefield sections A-5 and
A-6.

Naval Harbor Master, Ochakov reported that at
0000 4-5 Russian planes were detected.
From the noise of their engines, they seemed
to be flying low over the water and minelaying
was suspected. As a result, the convoy on
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passage was ordered to put in to Odessa.
It was also reported that a plane had flown
over the Beresanski channel several times.
4 splashes were heard. The fairway was then
closed owing to suspected minelaying.

Supply Traffic :

Ferry traffic in Kerch Strait ran according
to plan. Convoys close to the Crimean coast
and in the western Black Sea also ran according
to plan. Suspected minelaying in the Beresanski
channel and the temporary closing of the fair-
way off Ochakov were mentioned above.

2130 A submarine attacked the Kerch - Theodosia
convoy 6 miles southeast of Cape Opuk. 1

torpedo was fired from the port quarter between
tug "Lobau" and lighter No. 1349. Depth
setting of the torpedo which missed its target
was 1,5 meters.
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26 September, 1943

Simferopol

Enemy Situation ;

Air reconnaissance in the southeastern Sea
of Azov and the northeastern Black Sea
during the night of 25/26 September, detected
activity of small vessels only. The following
enemy vessels were located in the Caucasus
coast area and in the Sea of Azov early in
the morning:

Anapa harbor: no enemy ships in the forenoon,
later on 2 coastal vessels and 2 boats.
Many boats, small patrol vessels and coastal
vessels in Anapa roads.

Ghelenjik: 4 motor minesweepers, 5 M.T.B.s,
3 small patrol vessels, 3 tugs, 11 motor gun-
boats, 11 coastal vessels and 70 boats.

Novorossisk: 5 small patrol vessels. South
of the port at the beachhead: 2 motor mine-
sweepers, each towing 1 landing boat; 1
landing boat, course southeast; 3 motor mine-
sweepers, each towing 3 landing boats and 1

motor minesweeper towing 2 landing boats, course
southeast; 2 motor minesweepers, each towing
3 landing boats, course west, 3 miles south of
the beachhead.

In the early morning, 4 M.T.B.s and 5 more
boats wore observed west of Primorsko from
a range of 10 - 15 miles and 6 smaller boats
were identified 10 - 15 miles north of Temriuk.

Achuevski fishery: 1 coastal vessel and 9
boats, also 4 coastal vessels, course north-
east. Yassenka: 15 boats. Yeisk: 2 motor
gunboats, 1 paddle steamer, 1 coastal vessel
and 100 boats. Primorsko Akhtari: 1 tank
landing croft, 5 motor gunboats, 3 M.T.B.s,
8 small patrol vessels, 2 coastal vessels,
2 tugs end 70 boats.

0950 4 motor gunboats, course north, dead slow
speed, were sighted 12 miles north of Temriuk.
At the same time 12 M.T.B.s, course east and
2 tugs and 6 boats, course west were observed
off Novorossisk.

Main Naval D/F Station detected activity of
small vessels only off the central and north
coast of the Black Sea and in the Sea of Azov.
There was 1 torpedoboat in the Tuapse area.
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Situation at the Kuban bridgehead :

The 17th Army withdrew according to plan and
the main force reached the small Goten position,
with the left flank near Temriuk.

Own Situation :

Our patrol lines were occupied according to
plan off the north and south coast of the Taman
Peninsula and the boats disrupted and prevented
any enemy landing operations.

They had the following encounters: At 0222
the patrol group off the south Taman coast
encountered light enemy naval forces approximately
off Veselovka.

At 0250 and 0450 the easterly group off the
north Taman coast was bombarded from the shore.
The boats were also engaged by an enemy gunboat
from 0510 to 0530.

It is assumed that the bombardment from the
shore (near Golubitzkaya ) was the work of German
forces. To avoid such incidents in future
and to protect our patrol forces from unneces-
sary danger, the Army was requested from 27
September to embark a laiison officer with
radio equipment on board the leading boat.
This would enable the establishment of communi-
cation with the headquarters of the Army coastal
batteries, whose guns could then be controlled.
Peresyp was chosen as the port of embarkation.

It was later reported that the attack off the
south Taman coast had been carried out by 5
small gunboats from a range of 300 - 500 meters.
The heavy fire from the naval ferry barges
forced the enemy to turn away and, after
exchanging fire at long range, the gunboats
made off to the south.

1 man was killed aboard naval ferry barge No. 302.
No damage.

As there had been continuous shelling from the
shore and requests for recognition signals before
the encounter with the enemy, the enemy forces
were able to detect the naval ferry barge
formation in plenty of time. The' interference
of the coastal authorities subjected the
formation to needless danger and signals have
been arranged with 17th Army HQ, to avoid such
incidents in future.

Although our guns had repelled enemy landings
near Golubitzkaya at daybreak, further landings
were made between 0830 and 0900. Protected
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by S boats, a lending boat zig-zagged to
the shore and landed 100 men. The boats
then turned out to sea. Naval ferry barges
from the patrol line off the north Taman
coast were deployed off the main enemy
landing place to cut it off from the sea,
while the operational group in the north of
Kerch Strait was brought up to occupy the
patrol line to the east. The western
operational group had put in to Kerch at
0445 because the boats had not received the
radio order to advance eastwards to the enemy
landing place. During the night of 25/26
September, a patrol line was formed off
Genichesk by 4 naval gunnery lighters and
despatch vessels Nos. 2 and 3. It stretched
from the southern tip of Biriuchi as far as
the main German line of defense. No special
incidents were reported. A similar disposition
was planned for the next night.

We s the r fo re c a s 1

i

(Simferopol 0930)

Eupetoria - Novorossisk and Sea of Azov:
E winds, force 3, sea wind in the afternoon
up to force 5, SE winds, force 2 - 4 at
night, fair, visibility approximately 15
miles

.

On the night of 26/27 September, 1st and
Ilth E-Boat Flotillas and the patrol forces
of Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus were
ordered to occupy the same patrol lines as
on the night of 25/26 September, bearing in
mind that the German frontline was near
Veselovka on the south Taman coast. I
advised Commander, 1st E-Boat Flotilla by
telephone to strive to reach the operational
area, oven in bad weather, if it were
navigationally possible and not to turn
about unless the boats could not use their
armament. (This advice was necessary because
bad weather was frequently encountered south
of Kerch Strait while further east the weather
wovild again improve. At this juncture every
opportunity for operations must be seized.)
Patrol duty off the north Taman coast as on
the previous day, with concentration off
Golubitzkaya

.

At 1715 the minelaying group led by motor
minesweeper R 35 put out from Kerch to lay
mines off Primorsko Akhtari (task "Pressburg" )

.

At 1830 the boats of 1st E-Boat Flotilla put
out from Ivan Baba for the area off Cape Utrish.
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At 2200 S 502 and 504 put out from Theodosia
for the patrol line off the south Tainan coast.

Patrol boats put out as usual.

Sailing was ordered for 1900, but had to be
postponed for 3 hours owing to engine trouble
aboard one of the boats. Nevertheless, I

decided that the boats should operate. With
this favorable weather, enemy operations could
be expected, particularly in the latter part
of the night, and the boats would still be
able to remain in the patrol line for 2\ to
3 hours.

3rd Battery on Biriuchi reported ready to
fire from 25 September.

By special request of the Army (6th Army H.Q.
and Army Group A), 2nd Battery with its four
15 cm. guns will remain in Genichesk.

Minelaying assignments A-5 and A-6 were carried
out according to plan.

U-boat Situation ;

Nothing to report.

The following was learned from TJ 18' s short
report on the second part of her third
operation;

On 16 September after taking in torpedoes,
the boat put out from Theodosia and proceeded
to the operational area. On 18 September
she attacked 1 patrol vessel and 1 coastal
vessel: 2 single torpedoes were fired at the
coastal vessel which was seen to sink.
9 depth charges were counted. On 21 September
a convoy was sighted, consisting of 1 tanker
of 7,000 tons, 1 freighter of 1,000 tons and
5 escort vessels with 2 planes and 3 fighters
acting as close escort. The boat was ready
to attack the tanker, but the enemy vessel
altered course and she was too late in gaining
a firing position. Only the freighter could
now be attacked. 2 single torpedoes were
fired, but they missed as the enemy turned
away. The boat was recognized by a plane and
the periscope was machine-gunned. An escort
vessel approached at high speed and dropped
14 accurate depth charges. The short-wave
transmitter and D/F apparatus were put out
of order and the boat had expended all her
torpedoes. On 22 and 23 September she was
on return passage to Constantza.
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Enemy Air Activity :

Peresyp was bombed at 0820.

At 0945 the naval ferry barge formation
off the north Taman coast was attacked by
4 enemy bombers, but there were no casualties.
The same formation was also attacked off *

C-olubitzkaya at 0800.

At 1355 and 1405 19 planes carried out 2
heavy raids on Sevastopol. At least 50
bombs were dropped in the south bay.
1 plane was shot down by anti-aircraft
guns.

Shore installations were slightly damaged.
1 men belonging to the Naval Port Commander's
staff was killed.

A Russian lieutenant parachuted and was taken
prisoner by Naval Harbor Master. According
to a statement made by the prisoner, the
40 planes had taken off from Ghelenjik to
attack a convoy. Failing to find their
target, they attacked Sevastopol. He also
said that 15 Boston bombers, each with 3
Americans in the crew, had been with the
Russian planes.

The fish-selting factory was attacked by
6 bombers at 1445 and by 15 at 1800. No
damage. At 1735 and 1800 Teman Peninsula
was raided. No damage to naval property.

At 1605 the patrol line off the north
Taman coast was bombed in a high-level
attack: 1 man was seriously wounded,
no damage reported.

Mine sweeping Activity :

Danube: Mine exploding vessel No. 193
and mine. sweeping planes swept the river
several times without result.

Odessa: The route to Sulina pnd the Beresanski
Channel from Odessa was checked for moored
mines. No mines swept.

Crimea group: Channels were swept according
to plan. No mines swept.

Kerch: The FZ-group and mine sweeping planes
swept the coastal route several times for

- ound mines as far as tbfl Peresyp estuary.
No mines swopt.
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Supply Traffic ;

a. Considering the constant difficulties in
unloading, ferry traffic in Kerch Strait
ran according to plan.

b. At 1800 4 naval ferry barges, 3 tugs,
8 lighters and 19 fishing smacks put out
from Genichesk for transfer to Kerch.
Transshipment in Genichesk is thus at an
end. It is planned to dissolve the Sea
Transportation Office within the next few-
days .

c. Crimea convoys and convoys in the western
Black Sea ran according to plan and without
incident

.

CONFIDENTIAL -61-
SECURITY INFORMATION 126



CONFIDENTIAL

27 September, 1943

S imferopol

Enemy Situation ;

Air reconnaissance during the night of
26/27 September detected no enemy forces
in the northeastern Black Sea or in the
southeastern Sea of Azov, The enemy was
not sighted in the Black Sea during the
day. Between 0700 and 0800 the following
ships were counted in Anapa roads: 9 motor
minesweepers, 3 small patrol vessels, 6 tugs
and 16 naval landing cutters. Off Ghelenjik:
2 motor minesweepers, 4 M.T.B.s, 1 small
patrol vessel, 4 naval landing boats, 9
coastal vessels and 40 boats.

At approximately the same time the following
enemy ships were detected in port: —

Anapa: 5 M.T.B.s and 5 small boats.

Novorossisk: 4 small patrol vessels.

Primorsko Akhtari: 4 motor gunboats,
5 M.T.B.s, 8 small patrol vessels, 2

coastal vessels and 60 boats.

Sadki : 40 boats.

Kamyshevatka : 12 boats.

Yeisk: 1 motor gunboat, 1 coastal vessel
and 55 boats.

Achuevski: 1 coastal vessel and 15 boats;
3 small patrol vessels off the estuary and
2 motor gunboats 12 miles northeast of
Temriuk, course south.

1 destroyer and 1 torpedoboat were observed
by evening reconnaissance.

Moderate steamer traffic close to the
Turkish coast, 1 freighter of 1,500 tons
off Inebolu and 1 passenger steamer of
3,000 tons.

Main Naval D/F Station also located a

destroyer rnd a torpedoboat near Tuapse in
the afternoon; otherwise moderate activity
of small vessels was reported.

Submarines detected: 3 between the north-
western Blcck Sea and the Crimea, 2 in the
southwestern Black Soo end 2 more in the
eastern Black Sea,
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0635

Army situation report from Gotenkopf stated
that on the whole eastern front the enemy-
was approaching our main line of defense.
In some places they had tank support.

Own Situation :

At 0312, while
patrol line off
sighted 2 silho
were assumed to
Prom a range of
S 502 and S 504
which the enemy
attack was then
and several hit
of the enemy ho
attempt at a co
Contact was los
despite their s

did not manage

11th E-Boat Flotilla was in
the south Taman coast, S 502

uettes hearing 340°. They
he patrol vessels or gunboats.
500 and 800 meters respectively,
fired a total of 3 torpedoes
outmaneuvered. A sudden
made from a range of 400 meters

s were observed in the stern
at. The enemy made a weak
unter-attack and turned away,
t at 0330. It is a pity that,,

pirited attempt, the boats
to sink the enemy vessel.

If the enemy intended a landing, the boats
brought their plans to nought.

The E-boats put in to Theodosia.

Also in the
Taman coast
September wa

2122 She was enga
(presumably
She opened f
of approxima
fourth round
large black
one of the t

ceased fire

patrol line close to the south
during the night of 26/27
s naval ferry barge No. 472.
ged by 2 or 3 enemy vessels
gunboats) off Zhelezni Rog.
ire with all guns from a range
tely 600 meters. After the
from the 7.5 cm. gun, a very

cloud of smoke developed aboard
arget vessels. The enemy boats
and disappeared.

0600 S 28, 42 and 45 put in to Ivan Baba from the
patrol line off Cape Utrish. Enemy not
sighted.

The naval ferry barges in the patrol line
off the north Taman coast encountered no
enemy forces during the night.

0700 The minelaying formation led by motor
minesweeper R 35 put in to Kerch after
laying the LMB mines unobserved in the
approaches to Primorsko according to plan.
No enemy contact.

Naval ferry barges and naval gunnery lighters
carried out patrol duties east of Genichesk.
Nothing to report.
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Weather forecast:
(Simferopol 0930)

Eupatoria - Novorossi3k end Sea of Azov:
S winds, force 3-5, light variable
winds 8t night, fair, visibility 15 miles.

According to air reconnaissance, varying
numbers of coastal vessels and other
vessels have been anchored off Anapa
harbor in the bay west of the mole since
25 September. The enemy must therefore
have been using Anapa as a jumping-off
harbor for landing operations on the south
Taman coast or as a supply harbor. I

therefore issued the following orders:

During the night of 27/28 September
4 boats of the 1st E-Boat rlotilla, using
guns and if possible torpedoes, will attack
enemy vessels lying in and off Anapa harbor.
The positions of German minefields must be
taken into consideration. After completing
this task, the boats will occupy a patrol
line at 44° 57' N between 36° 48' E and
37° 00' E in pairs. Their task will be
to attack enemy forces and prevent landings;
if the enemy is encountered, a "Most Immediate"
report should be transmitted.

The flotilla was informed that on the same
night 3 naval ferry barges would be proceeding
in patrol line close to the coast off Zhelezni
Rog and that our own frontline was at the
vestern corner of Kossa Blagovoshchvenskaya.

Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus was ordered
to dispose 3 naval ferry barges ( a special
group) in patrol line off the south coast
of the Taman Peninsula as far as the western
end of Kossa Blagoveshchvenskaya

.

2 more barges v/ith increased armament should
be made available to reinforce the southern
patrol line or relieve other boats if necessary.
They must be ready for action by the efternoon
of 28 September.

Since the enemy has landed on the north
Taman coast several times on recent nights
by motor gunboats and small armed vessels,
further landing operations may be expected
on the German-occupied coast to disrupt our
retreat. I have therefore ordered that
the patrol lines be reinforced by faster
vessels.

During the night of 27/28 September,
motor minesweepers R 35, 166, 197 and 203
will occupy a patrol line in Temriuk Bay.
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area. Boats should approach and return on
the surface on the prescribed routes. If
the operation should have to be broken off
because of engine trouble, the weather, etc.,
commencement of return passage, and expected
time of arrival in Sevastopol should be reported
by radio. Surface forces should only be
attacked by special order from Admiral, Black
Sea

.

Enemy Air Activity :

Throughout the day 13 air raids were made
on the naval ferry barges on patrol duties
off the north Taman coast. Naval ferry
barges P 342 and 306 each shot down 1 plane.
No damage.

Taman and Senaya were bombed at approximately
0600. 2 direct hits were scored on Taman
harbor. Railroad tracks end 1 silo were
damaged. No damage to naval property.

At 1000 another heavy low-level raid was
carried out on Taman harbor and roads. An
ammunition truck was hit and berth No • 2
was badly damaged. Unloading was interrupted
when some trucks caught fire. Several men
were killed and several wounded. At approxi-
mately 1000, enemy planes approached Sevastopol,
but dropped no bombs. At 1650 Kerch harbor
and town were attacked. Approximately 30
bombs were dropped. A lighter carrying
ammunition exploded and sank, a small fire
was started in the north dockyard, 1 naval
ferry barge was sunk and further damage was
caused to harbor installations. Several
berths were temporarily put out of use,

It was later reported that in the air raid
on Sevastopol on 26 September 1 sailor was
killed in action, 4 were seriously wounded
and 2 slightly wounded. Some ships were
slightly damaged.

Mine-sweeping Activity ;

Danube; Minesweeping planes swept the river
several times without result. The Danube was
re-opened to shipping, but St. George Arm
remained closed.

Motor minesweepers R 205 and 206 put out from
Ochakov to carry out a check sweep.

Kerch: Several check sweeps and searches
for ground mines on the coastal route off
Cape Achilleon yielded no results. Mine-
sweeping planes also swept the area from Red 14
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islp task is to ettsck enemy forces and
transport vessels and to prevent or disrupt

y lending attempts.

In addition to the motor minesweepers, 7 naval
ferry bergc-s and 1 naval gunnery lighter will
he on patrol duty off the north coast of the
Tenan Peninsula at dusk.

As on previous days, the other petrol lines
off Genichesk and the south Toman coast will
be occupied by naval gunnery lighters and
naval ferry barges.

After the breakdown of naval gunnery lighters
Nos. 2 end 8, Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus
had only 2 naval gunnery lighters left.
Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine was therefore
ordered to send 1 naval gunnery lighter fro-.

C-enichesk to Kerch aa soon as possible to be
at the disposal of Pavel Shore Commander,
Caucasus. Both Naval Shore Commander, Ukraine
and Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus will then
have 3 naval gunner- btera fcr action.
In Chefs. 232/43 Al", Naval Shore Commander,
Caucasus and 30th Motor Minesweeper Flotilla

re ordered to ley mines betve sse Tuzla
and Cape Tuzla in accordance with Appendix
No. 232/43 Chefs. AI.

The E-boats and tho. other groups of patrol
boets put out from their bases as ordered at
dusk.

On 24 September a teletype was sent tc al
Liei3on Staff, Bucharest (copy to Group South,
Sofia) stating that I wholeheartedly support
German Naval Commend' a demands for the speec
erection of a mine observe ticn post on the
Danube between Braila and Sulina. I asked
that the demand should be firmly represented
to th nd of the Royal Rumanian Navy.
Reference should be made to the losses on 22
Sep ;r which could have been avoided If
there had been a systematic mine observation
scheme and they should be warned that the
Danube may have to be closed if further ships

sunk by mines. The matter is regarded
her extreme 1~ urgent.o^

U-boat Situation ;

30th U-Boat Flotilla reported that 24 would
be ready for action en 30 September.

At 0530 Italian mldg t ubmarlnea C3 4 and 6
t out from Sevastopol with orders to carry

out enti- submarine operations in the Tarkan
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to Peresyp twice for ground mines. No mines
swept

.

Supply Traffic ;

Despite harassing air raids, transportation
from the Kuban bridgehead across Kerch Strait
continued according to plan.

At 2000 the large Genichesk-Kerch convoy
anchored off the northern entrance to Kerch
Strait. Despatch boat No. 2299 and 3 fishing
smacks belonging to the convoy returned to
Genichesk at 1100. Their towing hawser had
broken and they had lost the convoy. Despatch
boat No. 2205 was stranded 8 miles south of
Genichesk,

Convoys close to the Crimean coast and in the
western Black Sea ran according to plan.
The Russian monitor which put in to Eupatoria
with escort at 0600 was sunk in Eupatoria
harbor to serve as a breakwater.
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28 September, 1943

Simferopol

Enemy Situation :

Air reconnaissance during the night of
27/28 September located 5 small vessels,
course north, off Anapa and 1 small vessel
off Ghelenjik harbor entrance. No enemy
shipping was detected in the eastern Black
Sea or in the Sea of Azov during the day.

Enemy ships in port in the forenoon:

Ghelenjik: 8 motor minesweepers, 9 M.T.B.s,
4 small patrol vessels, 15 landing craft
(personnel), 9 coastal vessels and 55 boats.

Achuevski: 1 coastal vessel and 10 boats.

Yassenka: 11 boats.

Yeisk: 3 motor gunboats, 1 coastal vessel
and 50 boats

.

Primorsko Akhtari: 2 motor gunboats, 4 M.T.B.s,
4 small armed vessels, 3 coastal vessels and
50 boats.

Sadki: 20 boats.

Several Turkish freighters, motor sailing
vessels and 1 passenger steamer were observed
off the Turkish coast.

Nothing of importance was detected In the
radio traffic by Main Naval D/F Station
except continuous activity of small vessels
without any obvious changes in the focal
points. Submarines detectod: 4 between
the northwestern Black Sea and the southwest
coast of the Crimea, 2 in the southwestern
Black Sea and 1 in the eastern Black Sea.

Reconnaissance and shock troop activity by
German and enemy forces at the Kuban bridge-
head.

Own Situation ;

During the night of 27/28 September, 4 boats
of 1st E-Boat Flotilla, S 28, 42, 45 and 49,
attacked the enemy vessels detected by air
reconnaissance in Anapa roads. They sank
2 coastel vessels of bOO and 300 tons
respectively, 2 lighters, each 50o Lone, and
1 lighter of 300 tons. The course of the
action was as follows: At approximately 2330
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the flotilla was some 800 meters off the mole
on a course of 160°. Due south of the mole
off the high cliffs, S 28 sank 1 lighter of
500 tons, S 42 1 lighter of 500 tons, S 49
2 coastal vessels, one of 300 tons and the
other of 500 tons, which were lying on the
seaward side of the mole, and S 45 1 lighter
of 300 tons which was lying in the "bay. Two
of the vessels sunk must have been carrying
ammunition, because they exploded violently
and high fountaines of water and mushrooms of
smoke could be seen. Most probably more small
vessels lying at the mole were hit be the
explosions of torpedoes and ammunition. No
more enemy vessels were sighted when the 4 E-
boats approached again. The boats then remained
in 'the ""patrol line off the south Taman coast
till 0300 without sighting any further enemy
vessels. At 0545 they put in to Ivan Baba

.

The naval ferry barges and naval gunnery
lighters which were on patrol duty off the north
and south coasts of the Taman Peninsula had
no encounters with the enemy, sighting no enemy
vessels.

The patrol line east of Genichesk was occupied
by 2 naval gunnery lighters and 2 naval ferry
barges.

At 0806 naval ferry barge P 306 reported that
the enemy had put up a smoke cover along the
coast off the eastern entrance to Temriuk.
She was 3 miles north of Golubitzkaya . The
enemy forces had been repulsed to the east.

At 0900 motor minesweeper R 35 reported that
the 4 boats of 3rd Motor Minesweeper Flotilla
had put in to Kerch. No observations were
made during their petrol duties in Temriuk Bey.
Return passage was delayed by fog.

Weather forecast:
(Simferopol 0930)

Eupetoria - Novorossisk and Sea of Azov:
Wind force 2-3, sea wind in the afternoon,
fair, visibility 15 miles, morning mist.

As I assumed that efter the attack on the supply
vessels which were lying off Anapa, the enemy
would not be able to adopt effective defense
measures in one day, I issued the following
orders

:

During the night of 28/29 September, 4 boats
of the 1st E-Boat Flotilla are again to attack
enemy vessels in Anapa roads and close to the
coast further south near the airfield. The
boats should put out from Ivan Baba at 2130 so
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thf-.t they can attack between 0100 and 020C.

The later hour for sailing to attack was
chosen so that the enemy would be unable to
sight the boats in advance by air reconnaissance
nd furthermore, from e tectical point of view,

it was advisable to alter the time of the
r tteck.

"he operation should be carried out in
cooperation with 1 night reconnaissance plane
of 1st Air Corps. For this purpose an Air
Force liaison officer would be embarked on
the leading boat, while a Fsvy officer of
the flotillr should be available to make the
reconnaissance flight. Anti-submarine
operations permitted.

11th E-Boat Flotilla was ordered to dispose
2 boats in patrol line at 44 57' N between
36° 48' E and 37° 00' E during the night of
28/29 September. The boats' task will be to
attack enemy forces, transmitting a signal
or "Most Immediate" report on sighting the
enemy.

The flotilla was informed of the operations
of 1st E-Boat Flotilla end the naval ferry
barge formation.

The Crimes group of 3rd Motor Minesweeper
Flotilla led by R 35 was ordered to commence
transfer passage to Theodosia at once end
there await further orders. This measure
was ordered because there must be no vessels
left in Kerch unless absolutely necessar--,
otherwise they would be needlessly exposed
to danger from the air.

The following patrol line positions were
also ordered for the night of 28/29 September:

2 naval ferry barges and 1 naval gunnery
lighter off the south coast of the Tamsr.
Peninsula near Zhelezni Rog.

7 naval ferry barges and 1 navel gunnery
lighter off the north Tainan coast.

2 nsval ferry barges and 2 naval gunnery
lighters east nf C-enichesk.

Detailed orders for these patrol lines as on
previous days.

When Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus reported
that naval gunnery lighter No. 1 was again
at operational readiness j he was ordered to
despatch the vessel to the north Tam8n coast.
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1230 Naval ferry barges F 333, 337, 576,
578 and 335 put out from Kerch for
patrol duties in the north.

1344 Naval ferry barge F 449 reported from
the patrol line off the north Taman
coast that all her anti-aircraft
weapons were unserviceable.

1500 Naval ferry barges F 315 and 445 and
1 naval gunnery lighter put out from
Kerch for patrol duties.

1730 Naval ferry barges F 449, 126, 306,
168 and 474 put in to Kerch after
relieving the patrol forces off the
north Taman coast.

1741 Motor minesweepers R 35, 166,
and 203 put in to Theodosia.

197

1915 S 502 and 504 put out from Theodosia
for petrol duties off the south Toman
coast.

2055 Naval ferry barge F 472 reported from
the patrol line off the south Taman
coast that she had an encounter with
the enemy at point 18.

2115 4 boats of 1st E-Boot Flotilla put
out from Ivan Baba for the Anapa
area

.

2126 11th E-Boat Flotilla reported:
1 engine out of order, commencing
return passage.

2345 S 502 and 504 returned to Theodosia.

U-boat Situation ;

In view of the many enemy ships discovered
in Anapa by our E-boats and the supply traffic
which had probably run to this port, U 20,
operating south of Tuapse, was ordered to
occupy the operational area between Cape Utrish
and the Oseraika estuary and further west.

As her crew and the Naval Fitting-out Depot,
Constantza had worked overtime, U 24 reported
that her date of operational readiness would
be advanced to 30 September. (See War Diary
of 13 September.)

Italian midget subn-orines C3 2 and 3 reported
that they would be at operational readiness on
29 September.
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Enemy Air Activity :

During the day the naval ierry barges in
patrol line off the north Taman coast were
repeatedly bombed 8nd me chine -gunned by
bombers and fighters, - planes were shot
down and no casualties or damage reported.

52 Constentza was attacked by 6 Douglas DG 7
planes which flew in low from the north.
4 torpedoes were launched; one of them hit
the mole causing slight damage.

As 9 entered port, one of these 4 torpedoes
was fired at her. She was also machine-
gunned and 4 small bombs were dropped. The
torpedo was a ground-runner and the bombs
missed the target, no damage. The effect
of U 9's guns was not observed.

Pour of the 6 attacking planes were shot down
by anti-aircraft guns.

Mine-sweeping Activity ;

Danube; Minesveeping planes swept the J/.achin
Arm three times. Ho mines swept ,

Otherwise nothing to report.

Minefields K 11 and K 12 were laid during
the night of 27/28 September.

Supply Traffic ;

Kerch Strait: Transportation from the
Kuban bridgehead ran according to plan.
One part of the Genichesk-Kerch convoy put
in to Kerch rt 0850, followed by further
ships at 2130.

Ten of the fishing smacks sent out from
Genichesk arrived in Kerch by the morning
of 29 September. We have not yet discovored
where the others are, although it may be
assumed that those with Russian crews
separated from the convoy during the night
and entered c Russian-occupied port on the
Sea of Azov.

Crimea convoys and convoys in the eastern
Black Sea ran according to plan and without
incident.

_ [
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29 September, 1943

Simferopol

Enemy Situation ;

At 0105 on the night of 28/29 September, the
night reconnaissance plane located 2 ships
off Anapa and at 0225 2 more ships 18 miles
southeast of Ghelenjik. In the early
morning 3 enemy boats were detected 8 miles
northwest of Anapa and 15 enemy boats off
Kuchugury, but in the rest of the Sea of Azov
no further vessels were detcted.

Enemy ships in port:

Achuevski: 1 coastal vessel and 25 boats.

Primorsko Akhtari: 1 motor gunboat, 2 small
armed vessels, 2 coastal vessels and 70 boats.

Sadki: 45 boats.

Kamyshevatka : 17 boats.

Yeisk: 2 motor gunboats, 6 motor landing
boats and 1 coastal vessel.

Gluchoy Channel: 1 motor gunboat and 11
boats, also 3 small armed vessels northeast
of the Kuban estuary.

Anapa: 2 landing boats and 8 motorboats,

Ghelenjik: 3 motor minesweepers, 10 M.T.B.s,
2 small armed vessels, 15 motor landing boats,
2 coastal vessels and 40 boats.

Novorossisk: 1 small armed vessel and 8 boats,
also 1 coastal vessel in Zemeskaya Bay.

Freighter and passenger steamer traffic was
again detected close to the Turkish coast.

In the forenoon Main Naval D/F Station
intercepted 1 destroyer in radio communication
off the southern to the central part of the
east coast. Many small vessels and several
M.T.B.s were detectod in the northeastern
Black Sea and off the central part of the east
coast. Submarines detected: 5 in the area
between the southwest Crimean coast and the
northwestern Black Sea, 3 in the eastern Black
Sea and 1 in an unidentified position.
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Withdrawals from the Gotenkopf position
continued according to plan. Nothing to
report.

Own Situation:

4 boats of 1st E-Boat Flotilla, which in
cooperation with 1 night reconnaissance
plane were operating against Anapa harbor
and roads during the night of 28/29 September,
detected no enemy forces or supply vessels.
They examined the harbor and inshore waters
thoroughly by means of flares.

The enemy had therefore withdrawn from Anapa
harbor and roads again because of their losses
during the night of 27/28 September. Last
night's operation was thus successful in two
ways:. 5 vessels were sunk and the enemy was
forced to abandon Anapa as a jumping-off
base although it was on the Russian-occupied
coast.

After proceeding to Anapa, the 4 E-boats
occupied the patrol line until 0300 without
sighting any vessels and then put in to
Ivan Baba at 0600,

At 2025 the naval ferry barges in patrol
line off the south Taman coast had a short
brush with light enemy naval forces off
Zhelezni Rog. The type of the enemy vessels
could not be made out* No damage. No
hits were observed on the enemy vessels,
but the engagement prevented the enemy from
approaching our coast.

Nothing to report from the
the north Taman coast.

patrol line off

0800 Naval gunnery lighters Nos. 4, 9 and 10,
naval ferry barge No. 492 and motor mine-
sweepers RM 2 and RG 01 put in to Genichesk
from the petrol line north of Genichesk.
Nothing to report.

At 0824 the Naval Liaison Officer to 49th
Army Corps reported to Temriuk that enemy
vessels were proceeding off Kuchugury.
According to air reconnaissance, 9 landing
boets and 2 gunboats were sighted at 0630
1 km. north of Kuchugury, while at 0550
15 landing boats were detected proceeding
from the north towards the coast near
Kuchugury

.

0943 Naval ferry barge F 342 reported that no
landings had been carried out near Kuchugury,
Visibility was reduced by fog.
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1124 F 342 reported that the area north of Kuchugury
was free of the enemy.

Thus the patrol line had again prevented the
enemy from landing, forcing them to turn away
to the north.

Weather forecast:
(Simferopol 0930)

Eupatoria - Novorossisk and Sea of Azov:
Light variable winds, mainly southeast, sea
wind in the afternoon, fair, cloudy in the
north with local showers, visibility 15 miles,
fogbanks in the morning.

As 1st E-Boat Flotilla had been operating for
four nights, the patrol line off the south
Taman coast at 44° 57' N from 36° 48' E to
37° 00' E was to be occupied by motor mine-
sweepers R 35, 166, 197 and 213 during the
night of 29/30 September. The boats were
ordered to put out from Theodosia at 1700,
leaving the patrol line at 0230 on 30 September.
The group of motor minesweepers was informed
of the operations by the naval ferry barge
formation off the south Taman coast and also
of the fact that out frontline would be at the
western end of Blagoveshchvenskaya

.

1 also ordered the following patrol lines for
the night of 29/30 September:

2 boats of 11th E-Boat Flotilla south of Kerch
Strait, 3 naval gunnery lighters off the south
Taman coast near Zhelezni Rog, 1 naval gunnery
lighter and 8 naval ferry barges off the north
Taman coast and 2 naval gunnery lighters end
1 naval ferry barge east of Genichesk. Detailed
orders for these patrol lines as on previous
days.

Commander, Convoys and Escorts, Crimean Coast,
Sevastopol was ordered to route to Sevastopol
as quickly as possible any tugs, lighters or
other transport vessels which had arrived or
would be arriving in Theodosia in the next
few days to relieve the congestion in Kerch. •

In Gkdos, Chefs, 235 AI, Chief, German Naval
Command, Constantza was requested to have
"Romania" ready for laying minefield S 47.

Quartermaster General, Group South was informed
that motor minesweepers FR 2, 4, 7 and 8 were
to be transferred immediately to the Danube.
This was in direct opposition to my request that
the boats should remain in Kerch Strait until
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1440

all the transports had returned from the
Taman Peninsula. They are to put out via
Sevastopol and Odessa for Sulina on the
afternoon of 29 September.

Minesweeping activity end the preparatory
measures for the "Erimhild-Beweguns" minefields
will be seriously impeded by the absence of
this group.

Naval ferry barges P 305 end 535 and naval
gunnery lighter No, 1 put out from Kerch
to relieve the patrol forces off the north
Taman coast.

1650 Naval ferry barges ? 472, 302 and 583 put out
from Kerch for patrol duties off the south
Taman coast.

1715 Motor minesweepers R 35, 166, 197 and £03
put out from Theodosia for petrol duties off
the south Taman coast.

1855 /el ferry barges F 382, 342 and 125 put in
to Kerch. They had been relieved from their
patrol duties off the north Taman coast.

2145 Motor minesweeper R 35 reported en engagement
with 2 Russian M.T.B.s 10 riles south of
Kerch Streit. 2 torpedoes were fired.

2305 S 502 and 504 put out from Theodosia for
patrol duties off the south Taman coast.

The group of motor mine- sweepers waa informed
of the position of the boats of 11th E-Boat
Flotilla.

Navel Shore Commander, Ceucesus reported that,
in addition to its minefields, Tuzla passage
was blocked by scuttled lighters.

7-beet Situation ;

1400 Italian submarines GB 4 and 6 put in to
Sevastopol from anti-submarine operations.
Enemy not sighted.

CB 2 and 3 received their operational orders
for 30 September fcr anti-submarine operetions
in the area south of Serich end Yalt .

Owing to the increasing east-west convoy
traffic in the dark nights, operations in the
more profitable operational area south cf
Tarkan ere not possible. U 24 received
srders tc put out on 30 September via the
northern route and zones C and D to the attack
area south cf Tuapse. The boat will also

rrv 1 EMS mine.
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Enemy Air Activity :

At 0940, 0950 and 1600 Genichesk harbor area
and town were attacked by about 9 planes which
dropped 60 - 80 bombs. * Vessels RG 01, 05 and
2 water police boats were sunk.. Naval gunnery
lighter No. 4, motor minesweeper RM 2 and naval
ferry barge No. 575 received slight to moderate
splinter damage. 1 gun was disabled aboard
naval gunnery lighter No. 4. On shore, 1

truck was destroyed by fire, while the harbor
area and some buildings were fairly badly
damaged. Casualties: 5 men dead, 7 seriously
wounded and 5 slightly wounded.

Prom 0723 to 1020 Yalta reported lively air
activity, no bombing.

Minesweeping Activity ;

Motor minesweeper R 205 swept a mine in 45°
15' N, 29° 47,5' E on 28 September. The mine
was cut with a 6-meter pendant and exploded
immediately. Minesweeping in Kerch Strait
was carried out according to plan. Nothing
to report.

Supply Traffic ;

a. Kerch Strait; Return transports from the
Kuban bridgehead across Kerch Strait ran
according to plan.

A condensed report was forwarded to Naval
High Command, Naval Staff, First Division
giving evacuation figures for troop and
freight transports from the Kuban bridgehead:

The following is an extract:

Up to now, evacuation from the Kuban bridge-
head has generally gone according to plan.
After transportation on the Anapa-Kerch and
Temriuk-Kerch routes had been stopped one
day before the evacuation of the ports,
transports ran only from the loading places
Senaya, Taman and the fish-salting factory
to Kerch and from the embarkation points
on Kossa Chuchka preferably to Yenikale.
Bulky service supplies, especially ammunition,
provisions and other supply goods were
carried mainly in naval ferry barges and
lighters, while troops and vehicles were
evacuated chiefly by combined operations
ferries and boats, if possible via the short
route from Kossa Chuchka to Yenikale.

On detecting the evacuation craft, the enemy
immediately intensified the air raids on
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nvoys, ships on ferrying duties and the
loading and unloading harbors. Some
lighters, tugs, naval ferry barges and
harbor defense boats were lost. Although
hits on transshipping jetties and railroad
tracks often hampered transshipment, there
were adequate ships available every day.
Delays occurred only on certain days when
there were no goods wagons or trucks
available in Kerch. This meant that
lighters with cargo had to be in Kerch harbor
and roads for several days. From the start
of the evacuation on 7 September until 26
September, the following goods were transported
to Kerch Peninsule:

1. Total carried on all routes by the Navy
and combat engineers:

80,547 tons service supplies of all kinds
132,600 German and Axis soldiers and

voluntary helpers
13,818 wounded soldiers
22,543 civilians
11,687 motor vehicles
16,641 horse-drawn vehicles

796 guns
43,774 hcrses
4,796 heads of cattle

2. Of that total, the Navy transported the
following:

69,296 tons service supplies
5,000 soldiers

11,615 vounded soldiers
12,383 civilians

171 motor vehicles
647 horse-drawn vehicles
72 guns

918 horses
2,096 heads of cattle

The Mevy figures include the lengthy
transportation assignments, aspecially those
on the Ancps-rlorch and Temriuk-Kerch rout
which v.ers exposed to enemy ccuntermeasures.
Those convoys, which consisted largely of
naval ferry b c

. rges, ran from ports adjacent
to the Army front to relieve the loadir
places on the east ccest and greatly reduced
land trsnsportation to the places of loading.
This saved a gr^at many motor vehicles, fuel
and other transport space.
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b. Genichesk-Kerch: At 0600 naval ferry barges
F 476 and 313, tug "Amsel" and 2 lighters
put in to Kerch. At 1600 naval ferry-
barges F 493 and 303 put out from Kerch for
Genichesk.

c. Crimea convoys and convoys in the western
Black Sea ran according to plan.
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cZ Svrte-csr, 19-.

Simferopol

Enemy Situation ;

:rts on enemy shipping movements were
received from night reconnaissance :9/30

er. In varying visibility, jLayllght
reconnaissance over the Elsck Sea' also'
produced no results. boats, beadli
southeast, were observed off the coast near
Blagoveshchver.sksya, slsc 2 landing craft
(personnel) 8 miles south of Anapa and 1
coastal vessel end 2 motcr minesweepers.

Enemy ships in port:

)lkl 5 motor minesweepers, 16 H.T.B.s,
5 small armed vessels, 35 landing crsft
(p- --el), 5 coastal vessels and 33 boats.

Novorossis : 1 small anted vessel end 2 boats.

Anapa: 1 smell armed vessel, 10 landln
:ft (r 1) 2 tugs end 5 boats.

>hum: 1 coastal vessel, 7 fishing boats,
1 freighter of 1,500 tens, 1 floating dock
and 1 tanker (both old wrecks).

Adler: 1 coastal vessel of 200 tons.

Sochi: £ meter - veepersj 2 M.T.B.s and
50 fishing boar; .

Chemitokvach: 37 boat:.

Z3 could not be reconnoitered because
of fog.

In the Sea of Azov 2 small armed vesselc
were detected 15 miles north of Yeisk.
he following enemy ships were observed In

pc:

Y- 2 motor gur.
_ -.-, 1 coastal vessel

boats. landing craft (personnel)
eorte-d yesterday in Yeisk were not confirmed

by today's [ soxmalssance*)

Ye 14 boats

.

Primcrsko A -: 5 smell armed vessels,
2 coastal vessels and 70 boats.

Sadkl : 55 boats.
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Submarines detected by Main Naval D/F Station:
6 in the northwestern Black Sea as far as the
southwest Crimean coast, probably 2 in the
southwestern Black Sea and 3 in the eastern
Black Sea; of the latter 3, one was heard
receiving a transmission on return passage,
while the others were approaching-.

Activity of small vessels off the east coast
continued to be moderate.

The Army situation report from the small
Gotenkopf position revealed that strong enemy
forces had attacked both flanks and the center.
They were constantly reinforcing their left
flank which was proceeding in the direction
of Taman. With enormous enemy losses, the
penetrations on the northern front were mopped
up, while the breakthrough area southwest of
Veselovka was narrowed down in a counter-attack.

Own Situation ;

At 2145 the 4 boats occupying the patrol line
off the south Taman coast had a short brush
with 2 enemy M.T.B.s 15 miles south of Cape
Takil while they were approaching their positions.
After shelling our boats and firing 2 torpedoes,
the enemy boats made off to the west at high
speed. The torpedo surface-runners were out-
maneuvered. The boats then occupied the
patrol line without sighting anything.

0545 E-boats S 502 and 504 put in to Theodosia from
the southern entrance to Kerch Strait. No
encounters with the enemy.

0620 Motor minesweepers R 35, 166, 197 and 203
put in to Theodosia from the south Taman coast.

0745 Naval gunnery lighters No. 9 and 10, naval
ferry barge No. 492 and motor minesweepers
RB 02 and 04 put in to Genichesk from the
patrol line east of Genichesk. Nothing to
report. The patrol line off the south and
north Taman coast was occupied during the
night of 29/30 September. Nothing to report.

Weather forecast:
(Simferopol 0930)

Eupatorio - Novorossisk and Sea of Azov:
Light winds, mainly SE, fair, visibility 6-10
miles, fog in the morning.

1007 Commander, Convoys and Escorts, Black Sea
reported: Torpedo planes have taken off from
Ghelenjik, our fighters have been alerted.
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Simultaneously, the same report was received
from 1st Air Corps. They added that our
fighters could not take off owing to early
rooming fog and that an enemy shadower had
been discovered with the convoy "Tumi"
(steamer "Prodomos") which was proceeding
from Constantza to Sevastopol with 2 naval
ferry barges and 4 motor minesweepers.
The convoy's escort was reinforced by 2 BV
and 2 He 114.

Motor minesweeper R 165 was immediately
informed of the take-off of the torpedo
plane formation.

As the Gctenkopf position still required
flanking protection from the sea and our
patrol forces had already repeatedly repulsed
enemy naval forces as they approached the
coast, I ordered the following patrol line
for the night of 30 September/1 October:

4 boats of 1st E-5oat Flotilla in 2 grouDs
at 440 57' N between 36° 46' E and 37° 00' E.

During the nights of 20 September/l October
and 1/2 October, Naval Shore Commander,
Caucasus will be responsible for the patrol
line off the south Taman coast, where he will
employ 2 reserve nsvsl ferry barges and 5 more
barges. The bsrges will take up position off
Zhelzni Rog some 2-3 miles from the coast.

7 naval ferry barges and 2 naval gunnery
lighters will be off the ncrth Taman coast,
while 2 naval ferry barges and 2 naval
gunnery lighters will lie in patrol line east
of Genichesk. Detailed crders for the
patrol lines as on previous deys.

val Shore Commander, Caucasus reported
that since 2100 en 29 September the battery

had been shelling enemy tanks,
been bombed and machine-gunned
damage or casualties were

At 1045 naval ferry barges F 333 and 335
reported that they were shelled from the enemy
coast between point 405 end Golubitzkaya.
No casualties. In accordance with orders,
they occupied the patrol line only as far
as Peresyp throughout the day, moving further
ast after nightfall.

1715 val ferry bargos F 303 and 493 put out
from Kerch fcr Genichesk.
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1750 Naval ferry barges F 449, 126, 306 and 474
put out from Kerch for the patrol line off
the north Taman coast.

1830 Four boats of 1st E-Boat Flotilla put out
from Ivan Baba for the patrol line south of
the entrance to Kerch Strait.

Commander, 30th Motor Minesweeper Flotilla and
Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus received orders
in Gkdos. Chefs. 240 AI for the laying of mine-
fields K 10, 13, 14 and 15. (See Appendix.)

The following is an extract from a review of
offensive operations in September submitted to
Group South:

Enemy attacks; 4 submarine attacks on convoys,
47 air raids on harbors and 35 air raids on
convoys, also continuous air raids on patrol
lines off the Taman coast, 8 planes were shot
down, 5 by naval forces and 3 by fighters.

German offensive operations? 5 U-boats operated
off the Caucasus Coast; at. present there is
one in the operational area and one approaching
the operational area. Also continuous
assignments of the Italian midget submarines
in offensive anti-submarine operations close
to the south coast of the Crimea and in the
Eupatoria area.

1st E-Boat Flotilla: 14 operations off the
Caucasus Coast, 1 operation off Taganrog Bay,
attack on enemy ships off Anapa.

11th E-Boat Flotilla: 6 operations off the
Taman and Caucasus coasts. Motor minesweepers:
2 operations off the Taman coast, offensive
operation off Primorsko Akhtari.

Naval gunnery lighters: 2 offensive operations
off the north Azov coast and 2 offensive mine-
laying operations in Taganrog Bay,

Continuous anti-submarine operations on convoy
routes and in the main enemy submarine operational
areas

.

Naval gunnery lighters and naval ferry barges
continuously occupied patrol lines off the south
and north Taman coast and the north coast of
the Sea of Azov, where they frequently encountered
the enemy.

U-boats sank 1 supply vessel of 800 tons and
1 special purpose vessel.

E-boats sank 2 coastal vessels totaling 800 tons
and 3 lighters totaling 1,300 tons.
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•*al ferry barges off the south Teman coast
probably sank 1 motor gunbost.

German losses:
_
r mines: 1 hopper barge.

To bombs: 5 lighters totaling 3,800 tens,
2 small fishing smacks, tug "Moliere", r.ctor
-ir.esweeper R 30, 4 harbor defense beats,
navel ferry ;e 7 217 and motor minesweeper
RG 04, Due to the we ether: naval gunne
lighter No. 8 and motor minesweeper RB 01,

"

Due to gunfire from enemy planes: S 46,
When the enemy landed near Novorossisk, nsval
shore units sank 1 patrol vessel, 1 gunboat,
2 K.T.E.s, 2 landing boats and 2 rubber dinghi

V-bcat Situation :

0620 Italian midget submarines CE 2 and 3 put out
from Sevastopol for anti-submarine operations
south of the Crimea.

1400 U 24 put out from Ccnstantza for her seventh
::.. She was to proceed via the

northern route to operational area "Tapir"
at the rate of 170 miles per da-.

U 9 reported that she would be ready to
operate on 2 October. She will be equipped
with 1 EMS mine in addition to her normal
complement of 5 T III torpedoes.

Ir.-i-r." Al - A::lvi'" :

At 0730 planes flew ever Senaye and Teman.
At 1500 1 DB 3 attacked Constantsa harbor,
but the anti-aircraft guns prevented any
bombs being dropped. The plane was shot
down and crashed into the- sea oft the harbor.

With reference to yesterday's enemy air attacks
en Genichesk (see War Diary 29 September), it
w pcrted that additionel anti-aircraft
protection had been r :ted from the Air
Force to safeguard the vessels in the harbor
which were protecting the German positions
from the sea. Without these vessels, no
enemy landing attempts could be repelled.

Danube and Kerch Strain

:

Check sweeps for ground mines were carried
out without incident. Vz r.ines swept,

fur- It Traffic :

a. Perry traffic in Kerch Strait according to
plen.

b. Crimea convoys and cenvoys in the western
Black Sea ran according to plen end without
incident.

,—.. ,—
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APPENDIX I

Situation for September

A. Number of naval vessels escorted : 7.

B. Number of merchant ships escorted giving total
tonnage, also tonnage carried by diverted merchant
ships , quoting number and tonnage ;

a. Western Black Sea and Crimea convoys:

143 vessels totaling 101,225 tons.

b. Kuban bridgehead:

Outward passage: 12,550 tons.
Return passage: 79,378 tons.

C. Air raids :

35 raids on convoys and naval forces; at present
continuous attacks on the patrol lines off the
Taman coast,

47 heavy raids on ports and bases.

Submarine attacks :

4 unsuccessful attacks on convoys.

D

.

Total losses due to enemy action or mines :

1. Due to bombing:

5 lighters totaling 3,800 tons, 2 small fishing
smacks, tug "Moliere", motor minesweeper R 30,
4 harbor defense boats, naval ferry barge F 217
and motor minesweeper RG 04.

2. Due to mines

:

1 hopper barge

.

3. Due to the weather:

Naval gunnery lighter No • 8 and motor minesweeper
RB 01.

4. Due to machine-gun fire from planes:

5 46.

E . Number of mines swept, planes shot down, 3hips sunk
and other successes :

1. Sunk :

a . By E-boat3

:

2 coastal vessels totaling 800 tons,
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3 lighters totaling 1,300 tona

•

b. By U-boat f :

1 freighter of 800 tons.

By Italian midget submarines:

1 special purpose vessel (probably used to land
agents )

.

c. By naval ferry barges:

1 motor gunboat (probable).

d. By armed fishing vessels:

1 submarine (probable).

e. Ey naval shore units:

1 patrol vessel, 1 gunboat, 2 M.T.B.s. 7 landing
boats and 2 rubber dinghies (Novorossisk)

.

2. Planes shot down :

By naval forces: 5.
By fighter cover: 3.

3. Mines :

a. Mines laid:

18 offensive and defensive minefields comprising
1,214 moored mines, 155 LMB and TMB mines and
160 explosive floats, type C.

b. Mines swept:

39 moored mines and 5 magnetic mines.
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APPENDIX II

Admiral, Black Sea

Serial No, Gkdos. Chefs. 252/45 AI

MOST SECRET
(Senior Officers Only)

To:
Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus, Kerch,
Commander, 50th Motor Minesweeper Flotilla, Kerch,

Copy to:
Naval Group Command South Ops., Sofia.

Subject : Confirmation of discussions in Kerch on
26 September, 1945

The following minelaying operation will be carried out
by Commander, 50th Motor Minesweeper Flotilla to block
the passage between Kossa Tuzla and Cape Tuzla:

1, Minefield K 11 :

10 LMB mines are to be laid in the area between the
connecting lines of the following points:

From 45° 15.2' N, 56° 54.

5

T E
to 45° 12.5' N, 56° 55.5' E
to 45° 12.2' N, 56° 55.1' E
to 45° 15.1' N, 56° 54.5' E.

Clockwork setting switch II a = 24 hours, period
delay mechanism 1, minimum depth of water 5 meters.
As the charts are not accurate, soundings should be
taken first and the minefield's position altered if
necessary.

Minimum distance between mines: 150 meters.

2. Minefield K 12 :

Minefield of FMB mines:

From 45° 15.5' N, 58° 55.5' E
to 450 11.8' N, 56° 54.8' E.

Slight deviation permitted.

Minos required: 120 FMB mines.
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Depth setting: minus -§• meter.

Average distance between mines: 30 meters.

Mines should be laid in two rows, distance between
rows 100 meters.

3. Commander, 30th Motor Minesweeper Flotilla will
submit his orders and after completion of the task
will give his report in accordance with S.A. II,
Volume g) Para. II.

Additional note to Paras. 1 and 2:

The mines will be available at the Mining and
Barrage Command in Kerch.
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APPENDIX III

Admiral, Black Sea

Serial No. Gkdos. Chefs. 230/43 A_I

MOST SECRET
(Senior Officers only)

To:
Commander, motor minesweeper R 35, Kerch,

Copy to:
3rd Motor Minesweeper Flotilla, Sevastopol,
Naval Shore Commander, Caucasus, Kerch,
Naval Group Command South Ops., Sofia.

Subject : Minelaying in the approaches to Primorsko
Akhtari

1. Situation :

Air reconnaissance confirmed that during
the last few days the enemy Azov forces have
been assembling in Primorsko Akhtari.
It can be assumed that Primorsko Akhtari is to
be the base for the ladnings which agents report
are planned against the north Azov coast.

2. Order :

a. On receipt of the dated cover name
"Pressburg", in which the date will
indicate X-day, mines are to be laid
irregularly between the following points
in the area off Primorsko Akhtari Bay:

From 46° 06.5' N, 38° 00. 0' E
to 46° 06.5' N, 38° 01.5' E
to 46° 05.5' N, 38° 01.5' E
to 46° 05.5' N, 38° 00.0' E.

b. Mines required: 12 1MB mines, 6 with
firing unit M-l, 6 with firing unit MA-1.

Clockwork setting switch II a 'a 6 hours,
period delay mechanism 1.

Mines with firing unit M-l and MA-1 are to
be laid mixed.

c. Mines will be available at the Mining and
Barrage Command in Kerch.
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d. Minimum distance "between mines 150 meters.

e. Mine-carrying vessels: 2 boats of 3rd Motor
Minesweeper Flotilla.

Protection: 2 boats of 3rd Motor Minesweeoer
Flotilla.

_ • Commander: Lieutenant Schneider on board motor
minesweeper P. 3c.

, The mines should be laid unobserved by the enemy.

h. On outward passage, enemy forces should be
avoided if possible. If the minelaying
formation is observed or attacked by enemy
forces before reaching 37° 40' E, the boats
should make every effort to attack them. In
that case minelaying should be abandoned. If
the minelaying formation is attacked after
passing the 37° 40' E or while leylng the mines,
the escorting boats should distract the enemy
while the minelaying vessel completes her task.

i. The minefield should, if possible, be laid within
the limits set out in Para. 2a., but slight
deviations will be accepted. Minimum depth of
water 5 meters.

3. Execution :

a. On receipt of cover name "Pressburg", the mines
are to be taken aboard in Kerch on X-day.

b. The minelaying formation should leave Kerch on
X-day to pass Cape Chroni at 1830. From there,
the boecs should proceed at 15 knots vie the
route set out in Appendix 1 to roach the mine-
field area at approximately 0000. The mines
should be laid in accordance with the diagram in
Appendix 2 by direction of the flotilla commander.
After completion of the task, the boats should
return to Kerch at maximum cruising speed.

c. Routing through ?:erch Strait as far as Cape
Chroni will be provided by Keval Shore Commander,
Caucasus. Route Red is closed from Red 14 to
Red 15.

d. Communications arrangements:

Command frequency East.

If any forces are encountered, s "Most Immediate"
report should be transmitted, otherwise radio
silence is to bo maintained.

TTDENTI AI - -
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4. After entering Kerch, execution should first be
reported by teletype. The minelaying report
in accordance with S.A. II., Volume g. Para. II
should later be sent in triplicate to Admiral,
Black Sea.
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appendix 17

most secret
(Senior Officers only)

To:
Uaval Group no, South.

1. Reference: OKM l.Skl I Op. 2830/43 Chefsache.

2. Reference: Group South Op. 5357 Gkdos:

Re 1. On 16 September after the evacuation of all
3-ntiel stocks etc., Berdyansk was evacuated

according to plan. Freightera and naval ferry
barges used for transportation were transferred
to Kerch after unloading in Genich . . For
coastal gt e in the Sea of Azcv, 4 naval
gunnery lighters, 4 nsv?-l ferrv t: and 8 boats
of the harbor def3nse flotilla re~£.in in

sk. The naval ferry barges must stay
there, as naval gunnery lighters could only
operate on a few da^s ir. autTimr. because of their
poor seaworthiness. The above-mentioned force
will stay in Genichesk ss lor. the harbor c

used ss a base, although we have to accept the
2t that if there is icy weather the ships will

not be able to withdraw through Kerch Strait.
In that case, the naval gunr.er7 lighters would
have to be taken r.psrt in Genichesk.

Re 2. Yiith the transfer of the Gotenkopf forces, the
Navy is represented ir. r.ereh Fcninsula by the
following artillery groups and batteries:

a. Artillery group, Kerch Strait:

1st Battery, Haval Gur.r.ery Detachment 613,
ttery I tc LI should be at readiness in

2 weeks with the 4 rapid- fir ir.z IS cm* guns,
type C 28, int j for Anapa.

9e tteryj Naval Gunnery Detachment 613:
4 captured Russian 12.2 cm. runs with split-
trail gun carr: hithertc unplaced at Zhelezni

r. After the retreat, it is tc be set up
near the light at Kys Aul, southwest of Takil.

13th Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 613:
4 captured Russian 7.62 : . th ipllt-

11 gun carriage, hitherto emplaced at Anapa
harbor. emplacement planned near Tanysh

ell, north of Cape 7^':il*.

11 -91 ~
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Task of 9th and 13th Batteries, Naval Gunnery
Detachment 613: defense of dead ground on
both flanks for the elevated Battery Takil.

7th Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 613:
3 7.62 cm. rapid-firing guns on central pivot
mounting, hitherto near Taman. New emplace-
ment planned near Kamish Burun to defend the harbor.
The fourth gun will be brought up from the former
Battery Berdyansk.

2nd Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 613,
Communa Initiativa: 4 17 cm. rapid-firing
guns .

3rd Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 613,
Ak Burnu: 3 13 cm. rapid-firing guns.

4th Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 613,
Kerch naval harbor: 3 7 C 62 cm. rapid-firing
guns

.

b. Subordinate group, Kerch-North:

5th Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 613,
Cape Ponar: 2 10.2 cm. rapid-firing Russian
guns under construction will be ready to fire
in 2 weeks. Gun platform for a third captured
gun of the same type is being prepared.

6th Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 613:
3 7.5 cm. rapid-firing guns, type 16,
hitherto near Temriuk, will be brought into
position near Shukovka, approximately 2 km.
southwest of Fonar.

12th Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 613:
3 8.5 cm. Russian guns with split-trail gun
carriage, hitherto at Battery Anapa 2, new
emplacement planned near Cape Chroni.

c. Artillery group, Theodosia:

8th Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 601,
Ivan Baba : 3 13 cm. Russian rapid-firing guns.
The platform of a fourth captured gun is under
construction

.

9th Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 601,
Cape Hi: 4 12.7 cm. rapid-firing guns in
completion, 3 guns ready to fire.

10th Battery, Naval Gunnery Detachment 601,
Theodosia harbor: 3 7.62 cm. Russian rapid-
firing guns. The fourth gun will be brought
up from one of the former Berdyansk batteries.
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Emplacement of the new battery planned in
Temriuk with 4 8.8 cm. rapid-firing guns,
type C30 on central pivot mounting C30.
It is to serve as a blocking battery and
provide anti-aircraft protection for Theodosia
harbor.

We again urgently request transfer of at least
2 moaern 15 cm. batteries for Cape Chauda and
Sevastopol-North. For the continuation of
construction work, information on the type of
guns, double or single mounting or gun turrets,
is urgently required.

Admiral. Black Sea Gkdos. Chefs. 222/45 AI .
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